
’TRcT 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


TJ? TraTeTtf 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 



_ 


Indexed on 


Initials 
sfaty */w 

Record A/B 


$t f£41<J>d<£r ^ 


atftdy n $ in? 

Record C Destroyed in 

^ fetn um? „ 

' t< ^ . . dR*!T*ti W * 1 K 

•Ik •! f«<il \?P? 


3P3*TPT 

SECTION 


wrar? 

CORRESPONDENCE 


f^e 
SUBJECT 



i^ /v A Zjus*fac& M 

}i4v rfki (dfojtpf 

Jj feiffJicjy & Ktc fjj. I d t\ ('IkL*- jj 

&-efe ■ 


To bo noted 


In Sectional Note Book 


Not to ty noted 

3FJ. au/atflss 3> SMIffR 
Initials of S.OJSupot 


Initials of clerk 


| : 

I 

i 

4K 






M t Ki&k VU H (V* C. A -fJ 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to enquire into the 
alleged disappearance of the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was set up 
on 14.5.1999 and has made a further request to extend its term 
beyond 14.5.2003 for the following reasons: 

(a) The terms of reference of the Commission are 
considerably wide and they call for thorough probe into matters which 
are more than half a century old; 

(b) No counter-affidavits or affidavits-in-opposition could 
ultimately be filed by the Government of India in respect of the 
averments/contentions/allegations contained in the 
affidavits/supplementary affidavits of different deponents filed before 
the Commission, in spite of its prolonged persuasions. 

(c) The Commission has been persistently asking different 
Ministries/Departments/offices of the Government of India for various 
files/documents/reports, many of which are yet to be received by the 
Commission, 

(d) The Government of the U.K. is yet to be persuaded 
successfully by the Government of India to agree to declassify all 
relevant classified British documents so that the Commission can 
peruse those documents and can rely upon the relevant ones, if any, 
for the purpose of its inquiry. 

(e) Notwithstanding their statement made by the then Prime 
Minister in the Lok Sabha on 28.08.1978 regarding availability of 
"further contemporary official documentary records”, no such records 
could be traced out by the Government of India so far in spite of 
prolonged persuasion by the Commission with them. 

(f) By Commission’s letter No. 513 dated 07.02.2001 the 
Ministry of External Affairs was requested to obtain the present 
address of each of the witnesses examined before Shah Nawaz 
Khan Committee and Justice Khosla Commission who are still living 
in Japan to enable the Commission to prepare a programme for 
examination of all the available witnesses in Japan. After prolonged 
correspondences with the Ministry of External Affairs and the Indian 
Embassy in Japan to sort out various relevant issues, the programme 
for visit of the Commission to Japan could be materialized not earlier 
than September, 2002. 

(g) Some of the deponents before the Commission have in 
their affidavits and/or sworn testimonies asserted that documents 
containing clinching evidence relating to the points of the inquiry of 
the Commission are in the possession and / or under the control of 
different foreign Governments. Accordingly, the Hon’ble Minister of 
External Affairs was requested to take up the matter with the 
Government of the U.K., the U.S.A., Japan, Taiwan, Russia, etc. 
{vide enclosed copy of Hon’ble Chairman’s d.o. letter No. 267 dated 
21.08.2001) addressed to the then Hon’ble Minister who in his d.o. 
reply dated 26.09.2001 (copy enclosed) stated inter alia: 
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"The points raised in your letter under reference have been 
taken up with our Missions in the countries concerned. We 
would keep the Commission informed about outcome of 
their efforts in this regard.” 

As thereafter, positive response was received only to the extent that 
some Russian documents were sent through the Ministry of External 
Affairs and that the visit of the Commission to Japan had materialized, 
the Hon’ble Chairman met the Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs on 

28.10.2002 in New Delhi to expedite the long pending matters and, 
apropos the said meeting, the Ministry of External Affairs was 
requested, inter alias, in Commission’s letter No. 398 dated November 
11, 2002 to kindly pursue with the Government of the U.K. closely to 
get declassified all relevant classified British documents relating to 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and/or I.N.A. which are in the 
possession and/or under the control of the Government of the U.K., as 
also to persuade the Governments of the U.K., the Russian 
Federation, all other States which are now sovereign but previously 
within the erstwhile USSR, Japan, Thailand, Malayasia, Singapore, 
Vietnam, Taiwan, Germany, Ireland, etc. to make available or 
accessible to the Commission at their earliest convenience, all 
documents classified/declassified/unclassified containing the 
evidence/materials relating to and/or having relevance to the points of 
the inquiry of the Commission, which are in the possession and/or 
under the control of the aforesaid Government and/or in the various 
archives of these countries. In response, we have received on 

10.02.2003 a list of archives in Kazakhastan and the name, address, 
etc. of one archive in Kyrgyzstqn and have also received on 24.02,03 
lists of archieves of Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Armenia as also the 
name and telephone No. of one archives are likely to have 
information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose/INA as requested in 
Commission’s letter No. 415 dated November 15, 2002 addressed to 
the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India. Appropriate 
steps will have to be taken by the Commission for its visit to those 
foreign countries where relevant records/witnesses would be reported 
to it by the Ministry of External Affairs, to be available in those foreign 
countries. 

(h) Endeavour is being continued to be made to obtain 
authenticated copies of relevant files/ documents / records from 
different Ministries/Departments/Offices of the Government of India 
which are reported by them to be destroyed or missing. 

(i) 76 records/files which are admitted by the Intelligence 
Bureau, government of India to be available with them could not be 
perused by Shri P.N. Chakravarty, Senior Research Officer of the 
Commission when he visited the Intelligence Bureau, New Delhi as 
per programme in the second half of February, 2003 with prior 
intimation to the Intelligence Bureau, Government of India. He was 
told by them that the Micro-film system of the I.B. to make those 
records available for inspection on behalf of the Commission.. 

(j) It has been taking considerable time to collect more 
specimens of verified handwritings of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
preferably those which originated during the period from 1940 to 1945 
and get those handwritings compared/verified with the questioned 
handwritings allegedly of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, by three 
eminent handwriting experts, consecutively and independently. 


(k) It has also been taking considerable time to collect the 
particulars of the eligible living persons on the paternal lineage and 
maternal lineage of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, to obtain their 
consent to donate their respective blood samples for the purpose of 
D.N.A. tests thereof, to get expert’s opinion regarding feasibility of 
D.N.A. test of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose lying in the Renkoji Temple of Japan as also to arrange for 
D.N.A. tests of some specimens collected from Faizabad Treasury to 
establish the identity of the subject to whom those specimens belong. 

(l) Voluminous documents/printed matters /handwritten 
matters in different languages have been and are being referred 
to/received by the Commission which call for their scrutiny on proper 
translation thereof into English^ wherever necessary. After 
protracted persuasion with the Ministry of Home Affairs as also with 
the Ministry of Law, Justice and C.A., the hurdles faced by the 
Commission in filling up the relevant posts could be removed and two 
Senior Research Officers and one Senior Hindi Translator could 
ultimately be engaged by the Commission as its employees. But in 
the meantime, 33 to 36 months elapsed since the setting up of the 
Commission on 14.05.1999. consequently, the backlog of the said 
task of scrutiny/translation still remains quite voluminous. 

(m) The Commission has already held it sittings and 
examined witnesses at different place in India. It is also required to 
hold its sittings in future at various other places of India where the 
witnesses of Shah Nawaz Khan Committee and Khosla Commission 
are still available for being examined by this Commission as also at 
the places v^re individuals, group of persons, association, 
institutions and organizations acquainted with or having knowledge, 
directly or indirectly, of the facts and circumstances, or having 
documents relating to the matters referred to the Commission for 
inquiry, have expressed and will be expressing their willingness to be 
examined by the Commission. 

In view of the grounds cited by the Commission as referred 
above, the request of the Commission appears to be justified. 
Accordingly, the term of the Commission may be extended beyond 
14.5.2003 for one year. The file is submitted for the kind approval of 
HM/ 

Submitted, please 



DESK OFFICER 

Director ( IS li) b 



Ref. Preceding notes. 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to enquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was set up on 14-5-1999. The 
Commission got its extension from time to time and the last extension is going 
to be over on 13-5-2003 and hence this proposal is further of 1 year w.e.f. 
14-5-03. The detail reasons for making request for further extension of the 
term of the Commission by another 1 year may kindly be seen at preceding 
paras at page I -3/ante. 

2. The Commission has further submitted that it may all be “probability” 
required to visit different places in connection with its brief notes only in India 
but also abroad. Besides the Commission feels that since a long period of 
more than 54 years has elapsed, there may be difficulties for the Commission 
in the matter of making available to all the evidence - oral and documentary. 
Moreover process of collecting records in different languages and thereafter 
scrutinizing as well as translation of the same take significant time of the 
Commission. 


t 


3. In view of the above the request of the Commission beyond 14/5/03 
may be considered by the Govt. We may have the approval of Dy.PM in the 
matter. Once we have the approval of Deputy PM, we will need to apprise 
M/o Finance also in the matter particularly because of the extension of 
Commission’s term will also result in the continuation of the infrastructure and 
various temporary posts created by the assistance of the Commission. 4 



4. Kind approval of Dy.P.M. may please be obtained. 



(UKKalrtffiyL 
Director (1S-II) P 
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The issue on the file is to consider extension by another year, as sought 
by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry at pp-l-6/cor for the various 
reasons mentioned therein. 


\ 


2. It may kindly be recalled that the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry to enquire into the alleged disappearance of the Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose was set up on 14-5-1999 for a period of six months. The Commission has 
since been given extension from time to time and the present extension expires 
on 14-5-2003. The Commission has 24 posts, besides Chairman, with the 
requisite infrastructure and is headquartered at Calcutta. While almost four 
years have elapsed, the Commission is nowhere near finalising the report as is 
evident from the nature and scope of the reasons cited by them for further^ 
extension of one year. Of the reasons adduced by the Commission for further 
extension as reproduced at pp- 1-3/notes, almost all available files/documents 
by Centra] Ministries/Departments have been furnished to the Commission. 
The MHA has also filed a comprehensive affidavit before the Commission 
regarding the files/documents available with it. 


3. In view of the position stated above, I am of the view that the 
Commission needs to be more focused and selective in collecting evidence so 
as to complete its inquiry. Also, it may not be appropriate for the inquiry 
being undertaken by the Commission to be open ended. In the circumstances, 
it is proposed that the term of the Commission may be extended by another six 
months with effect from 15-5-2003 and the Commission be informed that they 
shbuld complete their inquiry during this extended period upto 14-1 1-2003. 




-A 




4. Submitted for kind consideration and approval by the Dy. P.M. 
Thereafter, the Ministry of Finance would be approached before the 
notification extending the term of the Commission is issued. 


\ 


V 



(L,C. Gbyal) 
JS(IS) 
15-3-2003 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS(V) 



Ref. notion pages 1-5/ante. 

The proposal of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
for extension of the term of Commission beyond 14.5.03 has been 
considered and approved by Hon’ble Dy. P.M. for further 
extension upto 14.11.03. 

We may now refer the file to Ministry of Finance, D/o 
Expenditure (E Coord-I Br.) for^&cording, extension of the term of 
the Commission as well as infrastructure including the existing 
posts with the post of Chairman of the Commission of Inquiry set 
up to enquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose for a period of 6 months beyond 14.d£ 03 before 
the Gazette Notification is issued. The matter may be given 
priority as the said notification needs to be vetted by the Law 
Ministry. 


piRas^m 

IFD (FIN fvfpesk) > 



DESK OFFICER 







-Mr ^^6* 
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Ministry of Finance & Company Affairs 
Department of Expenditure 

E, Coord I Branch 

***** 


Reference: - Notes on prepages 


The proposal has been considered in this department. We agree to 
the extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry up 
to 14. 1 1.2003 as proposed. 


This issues with the approval of Finance Minister. 


[ tyKTCHADHA ] 
UNDER SECRETARY [C] 



v 


Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS(V) 


Ref, notes on pre-paaes/ante 


1 * 


The proposal of Justice Mukherjee Commission to extend the 
term of the Commission from 14/5/2003 to 14/11/2003 has noWbeen 
approved by the Hon'ble Dy, PM and M/o Finance. 




We may non issue a notification amending the oriqinal 
notification dt. 14/5/1999 published as S.0.339(E) so as to indicate 
that the Commission shall submit its report to the Central Govt as 
soon as possible but not later than 14/11/03. Accordingly a draft 
notification is put up for consideration. This has been attempted on 
the basis of the earlier notification issued for extending the term of 
the Commission from 14.5.02 to 14 5 03 (F/B) 

/-r 

A DFA may now shown to the M/o Law and Justice, 
{Legislative Deptt.) for getting the same vetted. After the draft 
notification has been vetted by the Legislative Department, its Hindi 

Version will be got vetted by the Official Language, Legislative 
commission. 


Submitted for approval please. 

i- W YlW 






Legislative Deptt.( Legislative-! Section), 


Shastri Bhavan,New Delhi- 1 10001 


MHA ID No. VI/1 1034/1 8/98-IS(V) (Vol-III) di.22/4/03 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB Section 



As we are aware that this Ministry has appointed a Commission of 
Inquiry to look into the facts and circumstances related to the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhash Chander Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments connected 
therewith vide notification dated 14.5. 1 999 ( copy enclose ). 

The said Commission headed by Justice M.K. Mukherjee, a retired judge 
of the Supreme Court of India with headquarter at Kolkata was given six months 

'"“K 

time for the inquiry and submission of its report to the Government of India, 
But the Commission instead of submitting its report sought extension from time 
to time and the last extension was allowed up to 14.5.2003. However the 
Commission approached Ministry for further extension which has been 
considered and approved by Deputy Prime Minister and Ministry of Finance and 
the Commission is allowed further extension for six months i.e. up to 


14.11.2003. 


The required extension by way of notification in the Gazette of India 
(Extraordinary) has been sent to the Government of India Press, Mayapurj to be 
published in the Gazette of India (Extraordinary) dated 14,5,2003. 

Keeping in view of the importance of this Commission we may also 
announce this decision of extension of the Commission, as per draft Press Note 
which may kindly be seen for consideration/approval and submission to the 
Deputy Principal Officer^ Home Jwho is the spokesman on behalf of Ministry of 
Home Affairs in respect of media matters. 




Desk Officer (NCB) 


DirectorfNCB 'l 


f 




Preceeding note at page 5 ante may kindly be perused. 

The proposal of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for 
extension of the term of the Commission beyond 14.5.03 to 14.11.03 has since 
been considered and approved by the Hon’ble Deputy Prime Minister and 
Gazette Notification published in this regard has since been received and placed 
at flag-‘X\ 



As it is evident that four years have elapsed but the Commission is 
nowhere near the finalizing the report , the further extension for six months has 
been approved by the Dy. Prime Minister with the condition that the 
Commission will be more selective and focus in collecting evidence so as to 
complete its report positively by 14.1 1.2003. 

In view of the above, if approved to, we may inform Commission as per 
DFA. Submitted please. 



(M. S. ZUHA) 
Desk Officer 








/ /Ml 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB Section 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice M.K. Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry beyond 14.1 1 .2003. 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to enquire into the 
alleged disappearance of the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was set 
up on 14.5.1999 and has made a further request to extend its term 
beyond 14.11.2003. This refers to Commission’s letter dated 
27.2.2003(page.5/c) addressed to this Ministry soliciting further 
extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
for one year beyond May14,2003 for reasons explained and 
referred to therein as also referred to this Ministry’s letter dt, 
23.5.2003(p.17/c) and the Notification No. S.O 546(E) dated 
14.5.2003(p.17/c) it was mentioned that the term of the 
Commission has been extended for a further period beyond May 
14,2003 but not later than November 14,2003. 

Vide FR Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has 
stated that the Commission is not in a position to complete its 
inquiry within November14,2003as most of the reasons for earlier 
extensions still subsist and the problems and the difficulties faced 
by the Commission as explained in earlier proposal for extension 
of its terms remain substantially unresolved as mentioned prepage 
. 2-5/ante. Further they have stated that the Commission hold its 
24 th sitting on September 16,2003 in Kolkata when seven 
witnesses likely to be examined that the Commission has already 
examined /re-examined on recall 107 witnesses that many of the 
sittings of the Commission continued for two days or more that the 
present whereabouts of all the relevant witnesses examined earlier 
outside India as also of those mentioned a new, reportedly living 
abroad are yet to be collected by/furnished to the Commission the 
reports regarding availability/non-availability of the relevant 
documents are yet to be obtained/collected from most of foreign 
countries concerned by the Ministry of External Affairs to make 
them available to the Commission, on receipt of which the 
Commission might be required to draw up programmes for its visit 
to the relevant foreign countries including Taiwan for examination 
of witnesses and documents available there and also for inspection 
of important relevant sites; that the programme for visit to Taiwan. 

\f v 

it ^ 
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The Commission has also stated that there has been no 
break through in such a vital matter of DNA testing of the 
alleged mortal involving various socio-political ramification of 
the issues of handling the said mortal remains and taking 
samples thereof for anthropological evaluation and DNA 
testing. 


In view of the facts and circumstances stated 
hereinbefore as also those stated and referred to in the 
Commission’s aforesaid letter dated February 27, 2003, (copy 
enclosed p.26/c) Commission has requested to take 
necessary steps for extension of the terms of Justice M.K. 
Mukerjee Commission of Inquiry for a further period of atleast 
one year beyond November 14,2003 to enable the 
Commission to continue its work without any break to draw 
up its various programmes in advance to ensure maximum 
utilisation of its extended tenure. 

In view of the above, it is proposed that the term of the 
JMCI may be extended by another one year w.e.f. 
15.11.2003 and the Commission be requested that they 
should complete their inquiry during this extended period 
upto 14.11.04, 



Submitted for kind consideration and approval by the 
Deputy P.M. Thereafter the Ministry of Finance would be 
approached before the notification extending the term of the 
Commission is issued. 




DESK OFFICER 



**■ *■* * ^7. C )jj 0^1 


FR is a request from Justice Mukherjee Commission for the extension 
of its term for a further period of at least one year beyond November, 
14, 2003 to enable the Commission to continue its work without any 
break or interruption and to draw up its various programmes in 
advance to ensure maximum utilization of its extended tenure. 

2. In brief, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry was set up on 
14.5.99 initially, for a period of six months, for inquiring into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji. The Commission has since been given 
extension from time to time and the present such extension expires on 
14.11.03. Earlier, the Commission had approached the Government of 
India during February, 2003{F/A) for extending its tenure for one year 
beyond 15.5.03. However, its period was extended by another six 
months viz., upto 14.11.2003. The grounds on which the period was 
extended only for six months were that the Commission was nowhere 
near finalizing the report though more than four years had elapsed. 
Further, almost all available files/documents by Central 
Ministries/Departments had been furnished to the Commission and 
MHA also filed comprehensive affidavit before the Commission 
regarding files/documents available with it.(Note 5/ante). 

3. To justify its present request for further extension, the Commission 
has now stated that the reasons for earlier extensions still subsisted 
and the problems and the difficulties faced by it remain substantially 
unresolved. Many new witnesses, reportedly staying abroad, are yet to 
be collected, reports regarding availability/non-availability of the 
relevant documents are yet to be obtained from most of the foreign 
countries, as has been explained by the Commission in FR. Location 
of all these relevant witnesses available within or outside India are 
very much time consuming and results are upredicable. Further, as per 
Commission, there has been no breakthrough as yet in such a vital 
matter as DNA testing of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji allegedly 
kept in Renkoji Temple in Japan. 

4. Before the request of the Commission for extending its term for 
another one year beyond 14.11.03 is considered, it may be mentioned 
that the Commission needs to be more focused and selective in 
collecting evidence so as to complete its inquiry, a view taken by MHA 
earlier also while giving extension for six months. {page 5/ante). During 
the last Parliament Sessions, we have been getting umpteen number of 
questions, starred as well as unstarred, regarding the report of the 
Commission. In the ensuing monsoon session also, many such 
questions are expected. Though the Commission's problems/difficulties 


as mentioned in FR are genuine but even then a certain time frame is 
required to be defined. 


5. It is therefore, suggested that the Commission may be granted 
extension for six months only, beyond 14.11.03 with the request to 
finalise the report during this period only. Submitted for kind 
consideration and approval of the Hon'ble Deputy Prime Minister. The 
Ministry of Finance would be approached thereafter, for futher 
continuation of temporary posts(24 at various levels) in the 
Commission after the notification extending the term of the 
Commission is issued. 



6. Submitted please. 




0 




Dir ector (S ecurity ) 

b 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB-II/IS(V) 




Ref, notes on ore-Daae:/ante 


The proposal ofJustice Mukherjee Commission to 
extend the term of the Commission from 14.11.2003 to 
14.5.2004 has now been approved by the Hon.ble 
Dy.PM,* . *v" ~ =7 





We may now issue a notification amending the 
original notification dt. 14.5 1999 published as 
S. 0.339(E) so as to indicate that the Commission shall 
submit its report to the Central Govt, as soon as 
possible but not later than 14.5.2004. Accordingly a 
draft notification is put up for consideration. This has 
ben attempted on the basis of the earlier notification 
issued for extending the term of the Commission from 
1 14.5.2003 to 14.11.03(F//). 

ft* 

A DFA may now/^shown to the M/O Law and 
Justice, (Legislative Deptt) for getting the same vetted. 
After the draft notification has been vetted by the 
Legislative Department, jts Hindi Version will be got 
vetted by the Official Language, Legislative 
Commission. 


Submitted for approval please. 



( M.S.ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 
DATED 31.10.2003 


DIRECTOR(S) 
JOIN T SECffsT 
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Legislative Deptt.fLegislative-1 Section! Shastri 

Bhavn.New Delhi. 
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JS(S) may kindly sign. Draft notification both in 
English and Hindi(DFA) before it is sent to Govt, of India 
Press, Mayapuri for Publication in the Govt, of India. 






Ministry of Home Affairs 
(NCB-II Section) 


FR may kindly be seen. 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to inquired into the alleged 
disappearance of the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was set up on 
14.5.1 999. The Commission got its extension from time to time and the 
last extension is going to expire on 13.5.2004. The Commission has 
approached this Ministry for further extension for one year beyond 
14.5.2004*on the grounds indicated at Annexure B & C which are 
selfexplanatory and may kindly be pursued. 

Perusal of Annexure B reveals that the Commission has shown 
some long pending matter with Government of India . The pending 
issues indicated at para 1,2,3, 4, 5, 7, 10, and 12 of Annexure B and para 2 
& 8 of Annexure C concered M inistry of External Affairs on which 
we are unable to throw light. So far as pending issues indicated at para 
6,8, and 1.1 of Annexure B and 1, 4 to 7 of Annexure C are concerned, 
it is mentioned that the Commission has already been apprised of the 
factual position relating to original authenticated true copies of 
documents before the Khosla Commission and marked as exibit$ or 
the proceeding of the said Commission. The Commission has 
apprised of the non availability of the e&ibite or proceeding of the 
Khosla Commission time and again even by the affidavit filed before 
the Commission. In regard to para 1 1 of Annexure B, the Commission 
has already been explained time and again. its factual position. Hence 
the above reasons given by the Commission for getting further 
extension may not be acceded . 

) 

So for as reasons indicated at para l„4,5,6,and 7 of Annexure C 
the factual position are as follows; 

Para 1 : In this para the Commission has sought some further 
contemporary official documentary records relating to the statement 
made by Shri Murarji Desai than Prime Minister of India on the floor 
of the Parliament on 28.8.1978. In this connection, the Commission 
has categorically informed through affidavit that no contemporary 
records could be traced neither in PMO nor in this Ministry, 

Para.4:- In this para the Commission has alleged that volume 
XVIII, XIX, and XXII pertaining to the Khosla Commission 
alongwith other relevant files/documents shown in affidavit dated 
19.12.2001 of Smt Sangeeta Gairola.has not been made available. In 
this connection,it is clarified that the list of documents attached with 
affidavit do not contain Volume XVIII, XIX, and XXII as indicated by 
the Commission. As such it is incurrect to say that these volumes have 
not been made available to the Commission. However, volume I to 
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XVII and volume XX, XXI, XXIII and XXIV shown in the affidavit 
were made available to the Commission. 


Para 5:- In this para, the Commission has indicated that the 
Affidavit allegedly filed by the Government of India before the Khosla 
Commission regarding destruction/missing of 34 confidential files on 
Netaji has not been made available to the Commission. In this 
connection it may be stated that the Commission has not indicated any 
reference ask by whom or by which Department that affidavit was 
filed. Moreover, 319 files of Khosla Commission available in this 
Ministry was thoroughly checked by the representative of the 
Commission but no such affidavit could be traced. As it was an 
hypothetical presunption, no reply was sent to the Commission 
whatever the documents and files of the Khosla Commission were 
available have been provided to the Commission. 



Para 6> The Commission has already been apprised of the 
factual position regarding non-availability exhibits/proceedings of 
Khosla Commission time and again. . 

Para 7:- No comments required.. 

As mostof the issues shown pending against Ministry of 
External Affairsiin view of the positions stated above if agreeito we 
may seek the views/comments of the Ministry of External Affairs 
before processing the case for further extension. Accordingly a DFA is 
put up for approval please. 




Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB Section 


Ref. FR 

As we are aware that Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry was 
set up on 14/5/1999 initially for a period of six months to inquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji. The Commission has been given extension 
from time to time and the present extension will expire on 14/5/04. Now the 
Commission has approached this Ministry for further extension for one year 
beyond 14/5/04. 

To justify its present request for further extension, the Commission has 
stated that they are not in a position to complete its inquiry within the 
extended period i.e 14/5/04 as the subject matter of the Commission is highly 
time consuming exercise because of its nature being (a) inquisitorial (b) half a 
century old matter (c) many of the foreign witnesses are yet to be located and 
(d) relevant documents which are in the custody of foreign Governments are 
yet to be persuaded. In addition of these the Commission has stated that the 
most of the reasons for earlier extension still subsists and the problems and 
difficulties faced by the Commission remain substantially unresolved as per 
Annexure B and C which are self-explanatory and may kindly be perused. 

In the matter of DNA test of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose kept in Renkoji Temple of Japan, the Commission itself 
has to find out ways and means for ascertaining feasibility of DNA Test. 
Uptill now the Commission could not take a final decision in the matter of 
appointment of suitable DNA expert as well as the process to be followed for 
DNA Test. The Commission is basically not clear as to whether or not the 
Japanese would allow to take samples from the said mortal remains for 
the purpose of the aforesaid tests and, in the event of their refusal to 
allow to take samples, whether delivery of the entire mortal remains 
should be taken from the Renkoji temple and brought to India for taking 
the required samples thereof and whether thereafter the charge of the 
residual part of the said mortal remains will be taken by the Government 
of India for its preservation pending conduct of the said D.N.A. test. The 
Commission is yet to get the required clarifications from the Government 
of India in this regard. 

The Commission has proposed to visit Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam 
and Taiwani^Ss the government of India has no diplomatic relation with the 
Government of Taiwan, certain formalities are required to be cleared. In this 
regard JMCI sought MEA’s assistance in facilitating a visit to Taiwan to 
examine records pertaining to Netaji that might be available there. After 
detailed enquiry, MEA informed the Commission that:- 

(a) No records of the 1945 period are available with the airport 

authorities; 

(b) The Nam Mong Military Hospital no longer existed; 










(c) The erstwhile Municipal Crematorium no longer existed nor were any 
records traceable. 

(d) The Taiwanese authorities were not aware about any Bureau of Health 
& hygiene and 

(e) Holitu Military Hospital, currently known as the National force Beitou 
Military Hospital, has no records older than 1992, 


Apart from the above, the Commission has also indicated some long 
pending issues with the Govt, of India vide Annexure A and B. So far as 
pending issues indicated at para 6, 8 and 1 1 of Annexure B and para 1 , 4 to 7 
of Annexure C are concerned, it is clarified that the Commission has already 
been apprised of the factual positions of non-availability of requisite 
documents relating to original authenticated true copies of the documents 
filed before the Khosla Commission time and again even by the affidavit. So 
far as reasons indicated in para 1, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of Annexure C, the factual 
positions have been indicated vide page (21-22/ante). 

Before the request of the Commission for extending its term for 
another 1 year beyond 14/5/04 is considered.it may be mentioned that the 
reasons for present extension on the grounds that the problems and 
difficulties faced by it still subsisted and substantially unresolved are not 
based on facts. As a matter of fact, it is mentioned that whatever 
documents/files available in this Ministry and other departments had been 
furnished to the Commission. Thousands of the documents were made 
available to the Commission by this Ministry. In addition, Ministry of 
External Affairs has rendered all possible assistance to the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry and has been in constant touch with the Commission 
on various issues, including obtaining of relevant information from various 
foreign governments through the respective Indian Missions. As such the 
Commission needs to be more focused on the available records obtain^from 
various departments, deponents and abroad. 

Although four and half years have been elapsed .the Commission is no 
where in finalizing the report as it is evident from the nature and scope of the 
reasons cited by them for further extension of 1 year beyond 14.5.04. But in 
view of the nature of the subject of Inquiry which involved controversial 
issues and in order to avoid public criticism as well as contempt of Court, we 
have no alternative but to acceed the request of the Commission for further 
extension of one year beyond 14.5.04. 

Submitted for the kind approval of Dy.P.M. 


DIRfSJ 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has again 
approached the Government of India for another extension of 
its term for a period of at least one year beyond 14.5.2004 to 
enable it to continue its work without any break or 
interruption and to draw up its various programmes for 
hearing in different places of India and abroad which are 
essentially warranted for proper completion of inquiry for the 
Commission. 


2. Briefly, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry" was set 
up on 14.5.1999, consisting of Mr. Justice Mukherjee, a 
retired judge of the Supreme Court of India, initially for a 
period of six months, for the purpose of inquiring into all the 
facts and circumstances relating to the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chander Bose in 1945 and subsequent 
developments connected therewith. The Commission has 
since been given extension from time to time and the present 
such extension ( and the sixth one)expires on 14.5.2004. 


3. Earlier, the Corrmiission had approached the Government of 
India on 9.9.2003^for an extension for one year beyond 
14.11.03 on the plea that there was no breakthrough as yet 
in such a vital matter as DNA testing of the alleged mortal 
remains of Netaji, kept in Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, Japan 
and also that the present whereabouts of all the relevant 
witnesses as examined earlier outside India as also those 
mentioned anew, reportedly living abroad, were yet to be 
collected/furnished to the Commission. However, the term 
was extended for six months only i.e., up to 14.5.04. 

4. Now, to justify its request for further extension, for at 
least one year, the Commission has stated that it is not in a 
position to complete the inquiry by the deadline i.e., 14.5.04 
as most of the reasons elaborated and referred to in its 
earlier letter dated 9.9.2003 still hold goodC referred to in 
para 2 above). The Commission has enclosed three 
statements marked as l A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ on various issues as 
follows^ 


5. The statement at ‘A’ indicates the number of witnesses 
examined in course of the hearings, the number of exhibits 
and the number of material exhibits admitted by the 
Commission, the number of sittings held and the affidavits 
filed before it. 
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6. The statement ‘B’ is about some long pending important 
matters of the Commission with the Government of India 
whereas statement ‘C’ shows some of the important issues 


which the Commission has been constrained not to pursue on 
the repeated failures of the Ministries/Departments 
concerned of the Government of India to comply with the 
directives of the Commission sent in that regard from time to 
time. 

7. We, in the Government of India, are concerned with 
statements at ‘B’ and ‘C\ Perusal of statement ‘B’ shows 
that all the points listed, pertain to the Ministry of External 
Affairs except that at Sr. Nos. 6 , 8 and 11. About points 6 
and 8 which relate to Khosla Commission, set up in July, 
1970, Commission has already been apprised of the factual 
position about the non-availability of requisite documents, 
through the monthly status reports and by filing Affidavits. In 
this connection, Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary to the 
Commission, had a discussion with Joint Secretary(Security) 
in the latter’s chamber on 1 st April, 2004(wherein the 
undersigned was also present). Shri Sengupta was clarified 
that, apart from the files/documents sent to the Commission, 
relating to Khosla Commission, no other record, as required, 
were now available with MHA. A formal communication to 
the effect, has already been sent to the Commission. 

8. As per point 11, the Commission desired the documents 
from MHA, originated in Cabinet Secretariat and mentioned 
in its letter to Justice Mukherjee Commission. In this 
regard, it may be submitted that the concerned files wherein 
these above documents are available, are already with the 
Commission. However, the copies thereof have again been 
made available to the Commission. 

9. In statement ‘C’, only points at 1, 4 to 7 relate to MHA 
about which the Commission has been conveyed the factual 
position again and again about non availability of such 
documents. It is submitted that all possible help and support 
from different Government Ministries/departments is being 
extended to the Commission. 

10. However, it is seen that the main grounds requiring 
extension for the Commission have been stated to be the 
location /examination of relevant foreign witness who might 
be still living; decision on conducting DNA test on the alleged 
mortal remains of Netaji lying in Renkoji temple in Tokyo and 
location/examination of witnesses and documents abroad like 
Taiwan. The Commission is yet to draw up plans to examine 
the available witnesses living abroad. 




11. Though the circumstances/factors detailed by the 
Commission are genuine as the grounds for delay in 
submitting its report, even then, certain time frame is 
required to be specified. We have been getting umpteen 
number of Parliament Questions, both starred and unstarred 
in every session relating to Justice Mukherjee Commission. 
However, keeping in view the circumstances explained by the 
Commission, another extension for six months beyond 14 th 
May, 2004 , (which will_ be 7 th one in a row) could be 
considered with a request to finalise and submit the report to 
the Government by 14 th November, 2004 positively. 


Cs 




12. The approval of Hon’ble Deputy Prime Minister is 
solicited for extending the term of the Commission for six 
months beyond 14 th May, 2004. The Ministry of 
FinanceCDepartment of Expenditure) would be approached 
thereafter, for further continuation of temporary posts(24 at 
various levels), in the Commission after the notification 
extending the term of the Commission is issued. 


13. Submitted please. 


UmesTl Kumar KalraX 



CtJmesli Kumar Kalra/ ^ 
Director(Security) 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
(NCB-H Section) 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice M.K. Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry beyond 14.5.2004. 


Reference notes on pre -page/an U . 


The proposal of Justice Mukherjee Commission to extend 
the term of the Commission from 15.5.2004 to 14.1 1.2004(six 
month only) has now been approved by the Hon’ble Dy.PM. 


sf/*' 
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We may now j^sue a notification amending the original 
notification dated 14.5 1999 published as S. 0.339(E) so as to 
indicate that the Commission shall submit its report to the Centra) 
Government as soon as possible but not later than 14.11.2004, 
Accordingly a draft notification is put up for consideration. This 
has been attempted on the basis of the earlier notification issued 
for extending the term of the Commission from 15.5.2004 to 
14,11.2004. 

A DFA may now be shown to the Ministry of Law and 
Justice(Legislative Department) for getting the same vetted. After 
the draft notification has been vetted by the Legislative Depart. Its 
Hindi Version will be got vetted by the Official Language, 
Legislative Commission. 


Submitted for approval please.. 
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Reference note on pre-page 

Since the draft notification extending the terra of Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry beyond 14.5.2004 has been vetted by the 
Legislative Department , we may now refer the file to L.D.(Officiai 
Language Wing) for providing Hindi Version of the notification 


urgently (per bearer). 


Director(S) may kindly see for information before Shri Shri Niwas, 





LEG.DEPT.(O.L. Wing) 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB-II Section 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice M.K. Mukherjee 

Commission of Inquiry beyond 14.11.2004. 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to enquire into the 
alleged disappearance of the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was set up 
on 14/5/1999 for a period of six months. The Commission has since 
been given extension from time to time and the present extension 
expires on 14.11.2004. The Commission has 24 posts, besides 
Chairman with the requisite infrastructure and its Headquarters at 
Kolkatta. The Commission has approached this Ministry for a 
further extension of 1 year beyond 14.11.2004 basically on the 
following grounds:- 

a) A number of relevant documents including authenticated 

copies of documents relating to exhibits/affidavits 

filed by different deponents before Shah Nawaz 
Committee/Khosla Commission and other documents 
indicated in the FR called for from the Ministries/Offices 
of the Govt, of India are yet to be obtained. 

b) Some of the classified/declassified documents/ records 
lying outside India are required to be made accessible by 
the Ministry of External Affairs. 

c) The Commission visited U.K and Japan in 2001 and 2002 
respectively and submitted a proposal to visit Taiwan, 
Singapore, Vietnam, Malaysia and Bangkok from 
15.11.2004 to 30.11.2004 for the purpose of Inquiry in 
those countries. 

d) Present whereabouts of almost all the relevant witnesses 
examined earlier outside India as also most of those 
mentioned anew reportedly living abroad, are yet to be 
collected and the reports regarding availability/non- 
availability of the relevant documents are yet to be 
obtained/collccted from most of the foreign countries 
concerned by the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, to make them available to the 
Commission on receipt of which the Commission might 
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External Affairs, Government of India, to make them 
available to the Commission on receipt of which the 
Commission might be required to draw up 
programmes for its visit to the relevant foreign 
countries for examination of witnesses and 
documents available there as also for inspection of 
important relevant sites in those countries. 

C- The Commission is still continuing its efforts to 
ascertain feasibility of proposed DNA test of the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose 
kept in the Renkoji temple. 

2. So far as reasons indicated at para a and b above are 
concerned, it may be clafsified that the Commission is being 
provided all types of assistance/cooperation as and when they 
approach this Ministry or other Ministries/Departments. All 
documents relating to Netaji available in MHA, MEA, Defence, 
PMO, Cabinet Sectt., NAI and IB have been provided to the 
Commission except a few of documents relating to exhibits or 
proceedings of the Commission against which the Commission 
has already been apprised of the factual position through 
affidavits. 

3. However the inquiry of the Commission is inquisitorial 
and not adversarial in nature, the subject matter of the inquiry' is 
more than half a century old; the country' in which the alleged air 
crash took place has no diplomatic relations; the places where 
relevant witnesses and documentary evidences are likely to be 
available are in foreign countries far away from India; and the 
desired response of those foreign countries are not yet available. 
Therefore, the Commission is duty-bound to pursue diligently and 
patiently with all concerned to try to make available to itself the 
relevant evidences, oral and documentary, to the maximum 
possible extent, in the interest of holding the inquiry properly. 

4. Keeping in view of the above and to avoid public criticism 
there should have no objection to accede the request of the 
Commission for extension of its term by another six months 
beyond 14.11.2004. 

4. Submitted for kind consideration and approval by the 
Home Minister. Thereafter the Ministry of Finance would be 
approached for consideration of the posts and infrastructure 
before the notification of extending the term is issued. 
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Extension of the tenure of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 

Inquiry beyond 14.11.2004 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) is looking 
into the facts and circumstances related to disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The decision for setting up the 
JMCI was taken in the light of directions given by the Kolkata 
High Court in April, 1998, for a vigorous inquiry for the 
purpose of giving an end to the controversy surrounding the 
death of Netaji^ and^ also keeping in view the resolution 
adopted by the West Bengal Legislative Assembly on 
29.12.1998, demanding the setting up of a fresh inquiry 
commission. 

2. The JMCI was set up vide notification dated lifs.1999, in 
pursuance of a decision taken by the Cabinet. Its term has 
been extended from time to time with the approval of Dy. 

- Prime Minist^r/Home Minister and the present extension 
expires on 14.11.04 

3. The JMCI has submitted a proposal for a further extension 
of its term up to 14 th November, 2005 i.e., one year. The main 
reasons indicated by the Commission for the delay in 
submission of its report are: 

i) Finalisation of the programme for visiting Russia, 
Taiwan and some South East Asian countries like 
Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia and Vietnam; 

ii) Finding of willing Indian scholars/students in the 
USA to do the job of archival research at various 
American repositories of relevant historical records 
relating to Netaji; 

iii) Feasibility of conducting DNA test on the alleged 
mortal remains of Netaji, kept at Renkoji temple in 
Tokyo; 

iv) some of the files/records/documents of the 
Government of India which could not be furnished 
to the Commission; 

v) some of the records/files/documents/reports, 
requested by the Commission, which could not be 


r'&T' 


collected/procured from the foreign countries 
concerned by the Government of India; 


4. The. progress of the work of the Commission was recently 
reviewed by the Home Minister on 1st September, 2004. 
He had desired that the following details should be obtained 
from the Commission: 

i) Extent of work done; 

ii) Work remaining to be done; 

iii) Projected time frame for completion of the inquiry. 




5. The reply in this regard received from the Commission is 

placed at Flag ) 

6. Regarding the extent of work done, Commission has 

informed that : 

i) it has already examined 119 witnesses, 

ii) marked 954 documents/materials as exhibits, 

iii) received 73 affidavits ^ 

iv) examined many voluminous documents/printed 

matters/books, including foreign documents and those 

received from Government of India and state 
government of West Bengal. 


7. On the work remaining to be done, the Commission states 
that apart from the matters mentioned in para 3 above, 

i) the present whereabouts of all the relevant witnesses 
examined earlier outside India as also of those 
mentioned anew reportedly living abroad, are yet to 
be collected by the Government of India and 
furnished to the Commission. 

ii) The attendance of the remaining Indian witnesses 
including Indian experts is to be ensured. 

iii) Commission has to extend opportunities to the 
deponents to get copies of all the relevant 
documents, called by the Commission and are yet to 
be traced. 


iv) Commission has to write its report after taking into 
account all the oral and documentary evidences and 
arguments advanced. 

v) About 75 percent of the estimated bulk of the work 
has already been completed. The remaining 25% of 
the work indicated above is very crucial and time 
consuming 

8. The Commission feels that the constraints detailed in paras 
3 and 7 above are coming in its way for projecting a fixed 
time frame for completion of inquiry. 

9. So far as the constraints regarding availability of 
government and foreign documents/records, as mentioned in 
item (iv) and (v) in para 3 above, are concerned , it may be 
clarified that the Commission is being provided all types of 
assistance/cooperation as and when they approach this 
Ministry or other Ministries/Departments. All documents 
relating to Netaji available in this Ministry, MEA, Defence, 
PMO, Cabinet Sectt,, National Archives of India and IB have 
been provided to the Commission except a few documents 
relating to exhibits or proceedings of the Khosla Commission 
against which the Commission has already been apprised of 
the factual position through affidavits. 

JMCI is also in constant touch with MEA for having access to 
the foreign documents/records and the latter has been 
providing necessary assistance to JMCI in this regard. 

10. However, it is seen that the main grounds requiring 
extension for the Commission have been stated to be the 
location/examination of relevant foreign witness who might be 
still living; decision on conducting DNA test on the alleged 
mortal remains of Netaji lying in Renkoji temple in Tokyo and 
location/examination of witnesses and documents abroad like 
Taiwan. 

11. In view of the circumstances explained above, it is 
suggested that the Commission may be granted extension for 
six months only, beyond 14.11.04 with the request to finalise 
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its report during this period only. Submitted for the kind 
consideration and approval of the Hon’ble Home Minister. 
The Ministry of Finance would be approached thereafter, for 
further continuation of temporaiy posts(24 at various levels) 
in the Commission after the notification extending the term of 
the Commission is issued. 

12. Submitted please. 
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As desired by HM, the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry (JMCI) was requested to indicate the details of the work yet 
to be completed and the projected time frame for completion of the 
inquiry. 


2. The reply received from the JMCI in this regard is rather 


vague. It has been stated that the JMCI is likely to prepare its report 


within a period of about 3 months after the completion of the works 
remaining to be done. 

3. The items of work remaining to be done inter alia, are the 
following : 

(i) The present whereabouts of the relevant witnesses 
examined earlier outside India as also of those 
mentioned anew reportedly living abroad are yet to be 
received by the JMCI. 

(ii) The JMCI is yet to receive certain documents from 
foreign countries. 

(iii) The JMCI might be required to visit relevant foreign 
countries for examination of witnesses and documents 
available in those countries. 

(iv) The evidence of the remaining Indian witnesses 
including Indian experts is to be taken. 

(v) The deponents have to be extended opportunities to get 
copies of all the relevant documents, which have been 
called for by the JMCI but are yet to be reviewed. 
Thereafter, the deponents have to be given opportunities 
to offer their arguments. 

(vi) DNA testing of the alleged mortal remains of Netajt 
kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan is yet to be done. 

4. The JMCI has been taking the assistance of various 
ministries including MHA and MEA and the ministries have 
extended all possible cooperation in the matter of collecting 
information, documents etc. However, as stated above, a lot of work 
remains to be done. Even in the matter of DNA testing, after 2 years 
of effort, JMCI has not been able to finalise the manner in which it 
will be done. 

5. From the reply of JMCI , it is clear that the JMCI will take a 
long time to complete its work. In any case, there is no possibility of 
the Commission submitting its report in the foreseeable future. 

6. The proposal for extension of JMCI’s term by 6 months is 
submitted for HM’s approval. However, if any other view is taken on 
account of the open-ended time frame indicated by JMCI, there 
could be other repercussions since the JMCI was set up in pursuance 
of the directions given by Kolkata High Court in April, 1998 and the 


resolution adopted by the West Bengal Legislative Assembly in 
December, 1998. This aspect may also kindly be kept in view. 
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The case was discussed with AS(BM) and H.S. on 2. 1 1.2004, 


.5 



2. It was agreed that Cabinet approval may be sought for 
granting a final extension of 6 months to the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry to submit its report. No further 
extension will be considered. 

3. A draft Note for the Cabinet is accordingly submitted for 
consideration and obtaining Home Minister’s approval. 

(Rakesh) 
Joint Secretary (Security) 



Additional Secretarf(BM) 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 
NCB-II DESK 


Sub ject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
beyond 14.11.04 regarding. 

Ref FR 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to enquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was set up on 

14.5.1999 with the approval of Cabinet. In the notification dated 

14.5.1999 it was stated that the Commission will submit its report as early 
as possible but not later than six months from the date of publication of 
above notification. The term of the Commission has however been 
extended regularly from time to time based on requests received from the 
Commission. The present extension will expire on 1 4.1 1.04. 


The present request for further extension of 1 year beyond 14.11,04 
sought on various grounds were examined and found that the time frame 
indicated i^open ended. Ultimately it was decided to refer the matter for 
Cabinet’s approval as follows:- 

a) A final extension of six months beyond 14.11.04 and 


b) To inform the Commission that no further extension will be 
allowed and it should complete and submit its report within 
this period. 

As the term of the Commission is expiring on 14.11,04 pending the 
approval of Cabinet, it is submitted for order whether we may issue a 
notification extending the term of the Commission for six months beyond 
14.1 1.04 as indicated at a) above pending the approval of Cabinet so that 
the Commission’s functioning may not be hampered. 

A DFA is placed below. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 
NCB-II Desk 


FR may kindly be seen. 

Under submission is an extract from the Rajya Sabha debate 
dated 22/3/05 containing a matter of Urgent Public Importance (Special 
Mention?) raised in the House by Dr. AUadi P. Rajkumar reg. request for 
granting extension to Mukherjee Commission pf probing disappearance of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. - 

■ i’’ " " ’ * * ‘ ^ 

2. Rajya Sabba Sectt., has desired that a reply to this Special Mention 
may be sent direct to the MP under intimation to the Sectt. within 
stipulated period of one month. In the Special Mention the Hon’bJe MP 
has expressed concern over the Govt, decision that no further extension 
beyond 14/5/05 would be granted to the JMCI. He has also stated that 
since the Commission has reached at climax on the issue of disappearance 
of Netaji, the term of the Commission may be extended without hesitation 
keeping in view the sentiments of the crores of people of the country. ~ 

3. The brief background is that in compliance of the direction of 
Kolkatta High Court dated 30.4.1998 and the Resolution passed by West 
Bengal Legislative Assembly on 29.12.1998, a Commission of Inquiry r 
headed by retired judge of Supreme Court, Mr. Justice M.K. Mukherjee, 
with headquarters at Kolkatta was set up, vide notification dated 
14.5.1999, to enquire into ail the facts and circumstances related to the 
disappearance of Netaji and subsequent development connected 
therewith. 


4. The Justice. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry was initially required to 
submit its report within six months from the date of issue of notification 
dated 14.5.99. However, the term of the Commission has been extended 
from time to time. The last such extension is up to 14.5.2005. ■/ ; 

5. Before granting extension to the Commission beyond 29.11.2004 or upto 
14/5/05 the Commission was requested to furnish the details of work done, 
work remaining to be done and projected time frame for completing the 
inquiry. It pointed out several constraints in completing the inquiry and 
stated that it will take 3 months to prepare the report after completion of 
all the work remaining to be done. Since the reply of the Commission was 
vague and the time frame indicated by it was open ended, it was considered 
that a time limit may be set for completion of the work by the Commission. 

* : ; -r' : : r 


6. The matter was submitted to the Cabinet and it was decided that : 

(i) The term of the Commission may be extended for another 6 
months beyond 14.11.2004. 

(ii) The Commission may be informed that no further extension 
will be allowed and it should complete and submit its report 
within this period, i.e., by 14.5.2005. 

A notification extending the term of the Commission was accordingly 

issued and the Commission was also informed as per (ii) above. 

1 

7. At present no proposal for further extension beyond 14.5.05 has 
been received from JMCI. However, it has intimated inter-alia that “the 
Commission has been asked to submit its report by May 14, 2005 without 
fail-on which date the term of this Commission also expires, it (the 
Commission) suggests the plan for winding up its office soon after 
submission of the inquiry report.” Thus, it is clear that the Commission 
even though has proposed action plan for winding of the Commission’s 
offices at Kolkata simultaneously instead of requesting for further 
extension of its term. 

8. In view of the above it is submitted for orders whether we may 
seek the views/comments of the Commission on this Special Mention or 
the Hon’ble MP is informed on the above lines. 
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Submitted please. 
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(M.8. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 
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Ref, pre-page 

F/PUC is a U.O dated 22.3.2005' from R.S. Sectt., forwarding 
therewith uncorrected proceedings (P 474) dated 21.3.2005 wherein 
Dr.Alladi P. Rajkumar, MP had raised the matter regarding grant of 
further extension to Justice Mukheqee Commission of Inquiry 
probing disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. . 

r 

2. Rajya Sabha Sectt., have desired that a reply to this Special 
Mention may be sent direct to the MP under intimation to the Sectt. - 
within stipulated period of one month. In the Special Mention the 
Hon’ble MP has expressed concern over the Govt, decision that no 
further extension beyond 14/5/05 would be granted to the JMCI. 

He has also stated that since the Commission has reached at climax 
on the issue of disappearance of Netaji, the term of the Commission 
may be extended without hesitation keeping in view the sentiments 
of Jhe'crores of people of the country. 

3. Recently > we have also received two communications dated 
9.3.05 and 28.3.05 from Shri Debabrata Biswas, MPJRaj^a Sabha) 
and Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, MP (Rajya Sabha J^Feg. extension of 
the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for 
undertaking visit to Russia and Vietnam and providing full time 
facilities to JMCI respectively. These two communications are self 
explanatory and placed at flag A and B for perusal please. 

Brief Background of JMCI 

t 

4. On the issue of Netaji disappearance, the Govt, had earlier 
also appointed the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee in 1956 and the 
Khosla Commission in 1970. Both these bodies had come to the 
conclusion that Netaji had died in an aircraft accident in August 
1945. However, findings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee and 
the Khosla Commission did not find acceptance with certain 
sections of the people. 

5. In April, 1998, on a writ petition filed by Shri Rudra Jyoti 
Bhattacharjee, the Kolkatta High Court gave directions for a 
vigorous enquiry in accordance with law by appointing, if 
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necessary, a Commission of Inquiry as a special case for the 
purpose of giving an end to the controversy surrounding the 
death of Netaji. The West Bengal Legislative Assembly also 
adopted a resolution on 29.12.1998 demanding the setting up 
of a fresh enquiry. Keeping in view these developments, 
with the approval of the Cabinet, it was decided to seethe 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquir^JMCI) 1 and a 
notification was accordingly issued on 14.5.1999 to enquire 
into all the facts and circumstances related to the 
disappearance of Netaji and the subsequent developments 
connected therewith including:- i ' • • 

a) whether Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

b) if he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as 
alleged; 

c) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of 
Netaji; 

d) whether he has died in any other manner at any other 
place and, if so, when and how; 



e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts; 

f) The Commission shall also examine the manner in which 
the exercise of Scrutiny of Publications touching upon the 
question of death or otherwise of Netaji can be undertaken 
by the Govt, in the circumstances; 

6. The Commission was initially required to submit its report as 
soon as possible but not later than 14/1 1/99 or within six months from 
the date of issue of Notification dated 14/5/1999. However, 
anticipating the time allotted to it was inadequate, the proposal jpf the 
Commission for further extension was considered from time to time 
and the last extension of the term of Commission^ upto 14/5/2005. 

7 . All types of assistance/ cooperati on were provided to the 
Commission as and when they approached Union of India, 
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Ministries/Deptt’s including MHA, ME A, M/o Defence, PMO, 
Cabinet Sectt., National Archives of India and IB. All the available 
documents whether classified or otherwise relating to Netaji had 
already been made available to the Commission and in respect of 
specific documents that were not available, necessaryaffidavits were 
filed by the concerned Ministries/Deptts. Apart §sthe above the 
Ministry of Home Affairs in coordination with MEA and Indian 
Missions abroad facilitated JMCI from time to time in making 
arrangements for the^visit inf U.K (2001), Japan (2002), Taiwan and 
Bangkok (January ,2005). n . 

f 

8. In regard to proposed visit of JMCI team to Russia and Vietnam j 

a comprehensive feed back intimating the steps taken by M/o External 
Affairs/ Indian Missions abroad for facilitating and making 
arrangements for the proposed visij*has since been received from MEA 
which is self explanatory and may kindly be seen at F/C.-ti^4 — - 


9. Before granting extension to the Commission beyond tijA 1 .2004 or 
upto 14/5/05 the Commission was requested to furnish the details of 
work done, work remaining to be done and projected time frame for 
completing the inquiry. It pointed out several constraints in 
completing the inquiry and stated that it will take 3 months to prepare 
the report after completion of all the work remaining to be done. Since 
the reply of the Commission was vague and the time frame indicated 
by it was open ended, it was considered that a time limit may be set for 
completion of the work by the Commission. 
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p 10. The matter was submitted to the Cabinet and it was decided that : 


(i) The term of the Commission may be extended for another 6 
months beyond 14.11.2004. 

)( " v ■ 

(ii) The Commission may be informed that no further extension 

will be allowed and it should complete and submit its report 
within this period, i.e., by 14.5.2005. ;; 

A notification extending the term of the Commission was 
accordingly issued and the Commission was also informed as per 
(ii) above. 1 
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11. At present no proposal for further extension beyond 14.5.05 
has-been received from JMCI. Moreover, the JMCI in reply to part 
(e) of the Qn.Dy.No,12 for 15.3.05 "that the stage at which the 
enquiry is going on at present alongwith the tenure of the present 
Enquiry Commission and the Government plan about giving 
extension of the Commission, it has stated interalia that in view of 
the decision of the Government of India communicated to the 
Commission on 19.11.2004 that no further extension beyond 
14.5.05 will be allowed. The Commission has, after canceling its 
longstanding and closely pursued proposal for visit to Russia, 
concluded its hearing and is now preparing its report for submission 
by the date fixed (May 14, 2005). 

1 2. The Commission has also suggested the plan for winding up 
its office at Kolkata simultaneously soon after submission of the 
Inquiry report. Thus it is evident that the JMCI is determined to 
submit its report by due date without seeking further extension. In 
this situatiop the demand of the above Hon’ble MPs for further 
extension of the tenure of the JMCI may not be acceded so long the -. 
Commission itself does not approach this Ministry for extension. 

13. As suggested vide R.S. Sectt., U.O dated 22.3.2005 to send 
reply to the Special Mention directly to the Member concerned by 
Hon’ble Minister, a draft d.o letter is placed below for kind 
consideration and approval of the Hon’ble Home Minister, 


Submitted please. 



(M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 










54>‘4- ^' t0y ‘ 


- ? - " S“c - 


The facts of the case are explained in detail in the preceding 

note, * -J ' J yr.'-t ■ " 
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In the special mention made by Dr. Alladi P. Rajkumar, MP the 
reasons, for which extension of the Commission’s terp has been 
sought, have not been, indicated. In the DO letters of Sim Debabrata 
Biswas, MP and Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, MP, the requirement of 
Commission’s visit to Russia, Vietnam, Singapore etc. has been 
mentioned. - . 


3. As far as the visit to Russia and Vietnam is concerned, the 
MEA have clearly stated in their note that the information/documents 
sought by the Commission are not available in the museum or 
archives in those countries and the Commission has been informed 
accordingly. 
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It was decided with the approval of the Cabinet that the 

* * * * * - 


Commission’s term will not be extended beyond 14.5.2005 and the^ 
Commisjion was informed about it. The Commission has indicated A it 
will submit its report by the date fixed Le. 14.5.2005. : There is, 
therefore, no case for granting further extension to the Commission. 

■ ' - V -rlOL r 

. ‘ \ 

5. A draft reply from HM to Dr. Alladi P. Rajkumar, MP is placed 
apposite for consideration. | • • ■ 

(RaJtesh’r° 

Joint Secretary (Security) 

■ :r:r r / 11 April 2005 
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During the discussion held on 20.4.2005, H-M. a 
indicated that some of the MPs had met him recently and pointed ou 
that , before expiry of its term in November, 2004, the Commission 
, had asked for an extension of 1 year beyond 14.1 1.2004 but only 6 
months’ time was given. The MPs 'had!' also informed that ku 
Commission should visit certain countries like Russia and Vietnam 
i for carrying out some investigations without which the 'inquiry 
j, would not be complete. The MPs had, therefore, requested H.M. to 
■■ grant a further extension of 6 months to the Commission. . \ ' 
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2. Based on discussion with the PS to H.M., we had 
separately requested the Commission to indicate whether it can 
complete its inquiry by : 14.5.2005 without visiting Russia and 
Vietnam ^d^if the visit to Russia and Vietnam was necessary, what 
would bedtime frame for visiting these countries and submitting its 
report. The Commission has, in its reply dated 20.4.2005, stated that 
it could not schedule its visit to these countries and it was asked to 
complete its report by 14.5.2005 with the condition that no further 
extension will be allowed. The Commission had further stated that, 
if it has the choice, it would like to visit Russian Union and 
Vietnam and submit its report within 3 months from the date of 
completion of the visit. 

3. As desired by H.M. during the meeting and in the light of 
reply given by the Commission, it is proposed to extend the term of 
the Commission by another 6 months beyond 14.5.2005. 
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4. As the last extension upto 14.5.2004 was given with the 

approval of the Cabinet, it is proposed to place the matter again 
before the Cabinet for its consideration. A draft Note for the Cabinet 
is accordingly placed opposite for consideration and approval. 


AS (B 
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( Rakesh ) 
Joint Secretary (Security) 

^ 21A2005 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 
NCB-II DESK 


4KL. 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.5.05 regarding. 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to enquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was set up on 
14.5.1999 with the approval of Cabinet. In the notification dated 
14.5.1999 it was stated that the Commission will submit its report as 
early as possible but not later than six months from the date of 
publication of above notification. The term of the Commission has^ 
however, been extended regularly from time to time based on 
requests received from the Commission. The present term of the 
JMCI will expire on 14.5.05. 


3 



Based on the request of various MPs and Chairman, JMCI a 
Note for Cabinet regarding further extension for six months beyond 
14.5.2005 has been put up separately for approval of the Cabinet. 

As the time is very short, pending the approval of Cabinet, a 
draft notification along with Hindi Version prepared on the basis of 
previous notification is placed below for approval. It will be sent to 
Press on 13.5.05 for publication in Gazette of India. 

Submitted please. 
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Ref. FR ( P-JJoi ) 


St, - 


Cabinet Secretariat has forwarded Cabinet decision on the 
proposal contained in the Cabinet Note sent on 29.4.2005 regarding 
extension of term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 


As per the procedure, action taken report is required to be sent to 
Cabinet Secretariat with reference to the Implementation Schedule 
attached to the agenda note. 

Accordingly, we may inform Cabinet Secretariat as per DFA. 



Desk Officer 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 14 th May,200J 



P 

S.O.®(E), - In 


- In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of 
$ 


^Section 3 of the Commission of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central 
Government hereby makes the following further amendment in the notification 
of the Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs number S.O. 
339(E), dated the 14 th May, 1999, namely:- 


In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following paragraph 
shall be substituted, namely:- 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to 
the Central Government as soon as possible but 
not later than the 14 th November, 2003.” » 


(File No.VI/1 1 034/1 8/98-IS(D.III) 


LC. Goya l, Jt. Secy.£fS) 


■P 


Note :-The principal noti ficatioi^app ointing the^ommission was published in 
the Gazette of India vide S.O. 339(E), dated 14-05-1999 and 

subsequently amended vide i 

S.O. 1090( 


(i) 

(ii) 
(ni) 

(iv) 

f V ) 
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dated 14.11.19991 


5.0. No.462(E) dated 14.5.2000^, 

5.0. No.429(E) dated 1 4-05-200 E 

5.0. 508(E) dt. May 14/5/2002 , 
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THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [Part II— SEt>3(ii)] 


MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 14th May, 2001) 


s. o. 462 (E).— j n exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section 
(1) of section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the 
Central Government hereby makes the following further amendment in the 
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs 
number S.O. 339(E), dated, the 14 th May, 1999, namely: - 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following paragraph shall 
be substituted, namely:- 

"4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Central Government 
as soon as possible but not later than the 14* May, 2001”. , 


[File No, VI/1 1034/1 8/98-IS (D. Ill)] 
SANGITA GAIROLA, Jt. Secy. 



Note: “-The principal notification appointing the Commission was published 

in the Gazette of India vide number S.O. 339(E), dated 14-5-1999 and 

* \ 

subsequently amended vide number S.O.1090(E) dated, 14-1 1-1999 
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For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of chairman 


NeTAJI SUBIIAS CHANDRA BOSE- 
'B* Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Sheet, Koikata 700 0S7 
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fax : 009 1 - 033 - 252-2765 
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Secretory — 252-276 7 

Officer on 
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NO. JMCI/Admn./99-2000/32(Vol-II)/560. 


From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary 


Koikata, datcd,27th Feb' 03 . 



To : Shri L.C. Goyale, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 

Ministry of Home Affairs’, 

North Block, 

Government of India, 

New Delhi-110001. 

Sub : Extension of the term of the Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
be^ond_14 i 05 i 2003 1 


Sir, 

I am directed to refer to the Notification No. 

S.C. 508(E) dated 14.05.2002 of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, under which the term of 
Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry was extended 
upto 14th May, 2003. The reasons for which the Commission 
could not take off before December, 1999 were intimated 
to the Ministry in Commissions letter No, Nil dated 
28.09,1999 and the reasons for which the Commission had 
to seek for extension of its term beyond 14.05.2002 were 
intimated to the Ministry in Commission's letter No. 
JMCl/Admn/99-2000/32/623 dated March 21, 2002 and the 
enclosures thereto. Many of those reasons still persist. 
The monthly Status Reports and the Status Reports with 
Reference to different dates prepared by the Commission 
and sent to the Ministry from time to time will also 
reveal the nature and extent of hurdles from different 
quarters which the Commission had to face in the past and 
y has been facing presently, affecting the progress of the 
inquiry of the Commission. 

I am further directed to highlight some of the 
main reasons for which the Commission is not in a position 
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to complete Its inquiry within 14th May, 2003 upto which 
the present term of the Commission stands extended j- 

( a) The terms of reference of the Commission are 
considerably wide and they call for thorough probe into 
matters which are more than half a century old; 

( b) No counter -affidavits or af fidavits- in-opposition 
could ultimately be filed by the Government of India in 
respect of the averments/contentions/allegations contained in 
the affidavits/supplementary affidavits of different 
deponents filed before the Commission, inspite of its 
prolonged persuasions. 

( c) T3be Commission has been persistently asking 
different Ministries/Departments /Of flees of the Government 
of India for various files/documents/reports, many of 
which are yet to be received by the Commission. 

( d) The Government of the U.K. is yet to be persuaded 
successfully by the Government of India to agree to 
declassify all relevant classified British documents so that 
the Commission can peruse those documents and can rely upon 
the relevant ones, if any, for the purpose of its inquiry. 

( e) Notwithstanding the statement made by the then 
Prime Minister in the Lok Sabha on 28.08.1978 regarding 
availability of "further contemporary official documentary 
records", no such records could be traced out by the 
Government of India so far inspite of prolonged persuasion 
by the Commission with them. 

( f ) By Commission's letter No. 513 dated 07.02.2001 
the Ministry of External Affairs was requested to obtain 
the present address of each of the witnesses examined before 
Shah Nawaz Khan Committee and Justice Khosla Commission 

who are still living in Japan to enable the Commission to 
prepare a programme for examination of all the available 
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witnesses in Japan. After prolonged correspondences with 
the Ministry of External Affairs and the Indian Embassy in 
Japan to sort out various relevant issues, the programme 
for visit of the Commission to Japan coaid be materialised 
not earlier than September, 2002. 


(g) Some of the deponents before the Commission have 
in their affidavits and/or sworn testimonies asserted that 
documents containing clinching evidence relating to the 
points of the inquiry of the Commission are in the possession 
and/or under the control of different foreign Governments. 
Accordingly, the Hon'ble Minister of External Affairs was 
requested to take up the matter with the Governments of the 
U.K., theU.s.A., Japan, Taiwan, Russia, etc., (vide enclosed 
copy of Hon’ble chairman’s d.o. letter No. 267 dated 
21.08.2001) addressed to the then Hon'ble Minister who in his 
d.o. reply dated 26.09,2001 (copy enclosed) stated inter alia: 

"The points raised in your letter under reference 
have been taken up with our Missions in the 
countries concerned. He would keep the Commission 
informed about outcome of their efforts in this 
regard." 

As thereafter, positive response was received only to the 
extent that some Russian documents were sent through the 
Ministry of External Affairs and that the visit of the 
Commission to Japan had materialised, the Hon'ble Chairman 
met the Hon'ble Minister of External Affairs on 28.10.2002 
in New Delhi to expedite the long pending matters and, apropos 
the said meeting, the Ministry of External Affairs was 
requested, inter alia, in Commission's letter No. 398 dated 
November 11, 2002 to kindly pursue with the Government of 
the U.K. closely to get declassified all relevant classified 
British documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and/or 
I.N.A. which are in the possession and/or under the control 
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of the Government of the U.K. as also to persuade the 
Governments of the U.K., the Russian Federation, all other 
States which are now sovereign but previously within the 
erstwhile USSR, Japan, Thailand, Malayasia, Singapore, 

Vietnam, Taiwan, Germany, Ireland, etc. to make available 
or accessible to the Commission at their earliest convenience, 
all documents classified/declassified/unclassified containing 
the evidence/materials relating to and/or having relevance 
to the points of the inquiry of the commission, which are 
in the possession and/or under the control of the aforesaid 
Governments and/or in the various archives of those countries. 
In response, we have received on 10.02.2003 a list of archives 
in Kazakhstan and the name, address, etc. of one archive in 
Kyrgyzstan and have also received on 24.02.03 lists of 
archives of Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Armenia as also the 
name and telephone No. of one archive in Georgia but the 
same do not indicate which of those archives are likely to 
have information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose/INA as 
requested in Commission's letter No. 415 dated November 15, 
2002 addressed to the Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India. Appropriate steps will have to be taken by the 
Commission for its visit to those foreign countries where 
relevant records/witnesses would be reported to it by the 
Ministry of External Affairs, to be available in those foreign 
countries. 

(h) Endeavour is being continued to be made to obtain 
autnenticated copies of relevant files/documents/records 
from different Ministries/Departments/Offices of the 
Government of India which are reported by them to be destroyed 
or missing. 

(i) 76 records/files which are admitted by the 
Intelligence Bureau, Government of India to be available with 
them could not be perused by Shri P.N. Chakravarty, senior 
Research Officer of the Commission when he visited the 
Intelligence Bureau, New Delhi as per programme in the second 
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half of February, 2003 with prior intimation to the 
Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, He was told by 
them that the Micro-film system of the I.B, got damaged; 
that shifting of the office records of the I.B, to 
the new site of their office was in progress and that it 
would take considerable time by the I.B, to make those 
records available for inspection on behalf of the Commission, 

( j) It has been taking considerable time to collect more 
specimens of verified handwritings of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, preferably those which originated during the period 
from 1940 to 1945 and get those handwritings compared/verif led 
with the questioned handwritings allegedly of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, by three eminent handwriting experts, 
consecutively and independently. 

(k) It has also been taking considerable time to 
collect the particulars of the eligible living persons on 
the paternal lineage and maternal lineage of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, to obtain their consent to donate their 
respective blood samples for the purpose of D.N.A. tests 
thereof, to get expert’s opinion regarding feasibility of D.N.A 
test of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose lying in the Renkoji Temple of Japan as also to arrange 
for D.N.A, tests of some specimens collected from Faizabad 
Treasury to establish the identity of the subject to whom 
those specimens belong. 

(l) Voluminous documents/printed matters/handwritten 
matters in different languages have been and are being 
referred to/received by the Commission which call for their 
scrutiny on proper translation thereof into English wherever 
necessary. After protracted persuasion with the Ministry of 
Home Affairs as also with the Ministry of Law, Justice and 
C.A., the hurdles faced by the Commission in filling up the 
relevant posts could be removed and two Senior Research 
Officers and one Senior Hindi Translator could ultimately 
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be engaged by the Commission as its employees. But in the 
meantime 33 to 36 months elapsed since the setting up of 
the Commission on 14.05.1999* Consequently, the backlog 
of the said task of scrutiny/translation still remains 
quite voluminous, 

(m) The Commission has already held its sittings and 
examined witnesses at different places in India. It is also 
required to hold its sittings in future at various other 
places of India where the witnesses of Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee and Khosla Commission are still available for 
being examined'by this Commission as also at the places 
where individuals, group of persons, associations, institu- 
tions and organisations acquainted with or having knowledge, 
directly or indirectly, of the facts and circumstances, or 
having documents relating to the matters referred to the 
Commission for inquiry, have expressed and will be expressing 
their willingness to be examined by the Commission. 

In view of the facts and circumstances stated above, 

I am directed to request you to kindly take necessary steps 
for extension of the term of the Justice M.K. Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry for a further period of atleast one 
year beyond 14th May, 2003. 

This may kindly be treated as urgent. Necessary 
Government Notifications extending the term of the commission 
for a further period of one year with effect from 15.05,2003 
may kindly be communicated at an early date so that the work 
of the Commission may continue without any break or 
interruption. 



Secretary 


( To be published in the Gazette of India , Extraordinary Part-II, 
Section 3, Sub-section (ii) of dated 14.5.03 ) 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


New Delhi, dt.l 4.5.03 
NOTIFICATION 


S.O (E). -- In exercise of the powers conferred by sub- 

section (1) of section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 
1952), the Central Government hereby makes the following further 
amendment in the notification of the Government of India in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs number S.O. 339(E), dated the 14 th May, 
1999, namely:- 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following 
paragraph shall be substituted, namely:- 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report 
to the Central Government as soon as 
possible but not later than the 14 th 
November, 2003”, 

( RAKESH ) 
Jt. Secy.(S) 

(File No.VI/11034/18/98-IS(D.IIl) 

Note :-The principal notification appointing the Commission was 
published in the Gazette of India vide S.O. 339(E), dated 14-05-1999 
and subsequently amended vide 

( i) S.O. 1090(E) dated 14.11.1999; 

(ii) S.O.No.462(E) dated 14.5.2000; 

(iii) S.O.No.429(E) dated 14-05-2001; and 

(iv) S.O. 508(E) dt. May 14/5/2002. 
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Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS-I Division 


New Delhi, the 12 tU May, 2003 


To 


The Manager, 

Government of India Press, 

Mayapuri, 

Ring Road, New Delhi. 

Sub; Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
appointed to inquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chander Bose - publication of Notification - regarding 


Sir, 


Enclosed please find a copy of a notification (both in Hindi and English) 
to be published in Part II, Section 3, Sub Section (ii) of the Gazette of 
India, Extraordinary dated 14.5.2003. It is requested that this notification may be 
published on 14.5.2003 and 50 copies thereof provided to this Ministry urgently 
for further necessary action. 

2. it is also requested that S.O. No. allotted to this notification may be 
intimated to the undersigned urgently. 


Yours faithfully. 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION , 

New Delhi, the 14th May, 2003 

S.O. 546(E), — In exercise of the powers conferred by Sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 
(60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby makes the following further amendment in the notification of the Government of India in 
the Ministry of Home Affairs number 8,0. 339(E), dated the 14th May, 1999, namely : — 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following paragraph shall be substituted, namely:— 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Central Government as soon as possible but not later than the 14th 
, November, 2003”, 

(E No. W1 1034/1 8/98-IS (D.ffl) 
RAKESH, Jt Secy. (S) 

Note : — 'The principal notification appointing the Commission was published in the Gazette of India vide S.O. 339(E), dated 
144)5-1999 and subsequently amended vide : — 

(i) S.O, 1090(E) dated 144 1-1999; 

(n)j S.O. 462(E) dated 14-5-2000; 

(iii) S.O. 429(E) dated 14-5-2001; and 

(iv) S O. 508(E) dated 14-5-2002; , _ ' 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

NOTIFICATION , 

New Delhi, the 14th May, 2003 

SO. 546(E). — In exercise of the powers conferred by Sub-section (1) of Secfjon 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 
(60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby makes the following further amendment in the notification of the Government of India in 
the Ministry of Home Affairs number $,0. 339(E), dated the 14th May, 1999, namely : — 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following paragraph shall be substituted, namely:— 

a 4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Central Government as soon as possible but not later than the 14th 
November, 2003”. 

[F. No. Wll 034/1 8/9S-IS (DIE] 
RAKESH, Jt Secy (S) 

Note ' The principal notification appointing the Commission was published in the Gazette of India vide SO. 339(E 

14-05-1999 and subsequently amended vide : — 

(i) SO. 1090(E) dated 14-1 14999; 

(ii) / SO. 462(E) dated 14-5-2000; 

(iti) SO. 429(E) dated 14-5-2001; and 

(iv) S.O. 508(E) dated 14-5-2002; -* 
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VI/1 1034/18/98-IS-V Vol.III 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB Section 


Dated: 23 rd May, 2003 


% 



To 


Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
B Block, 3 rd Floor, 

1 1/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata-700 087 


Sub: Extension of the term of the JMCI beyond 14.5.2003 

Sir, 


I am directed to refer to your letter No. JMCI/Admn/99-2000/32 
(Vol.II)/560 dated 27.2.2003 on the subject noted above and to say that the 
terms of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been extended upto 
14.11.2003 and notification has been published in the Gazette of India 
Extraordinary vide SO No.546(E) dated 14.5.2003. A copy of notification is 
enclosed herewith. The Commission is requested to complete its report and 
submit the same by 14. 11. 2003. 



Yours faithfully, 



* 

* SB 


BY REGISTERED POST 

WITH A/P. 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
l B’ Block. (Third Floor) 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Phone: 


© 


- 252-2835 

- 252-2767 


Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 

Special Duty — 252-2765 
Office -252-276 


Far : 00914)33-252-2765 


e-mail : i mcinsch^;cal,3*vsni.nct .in 


No JMC!/ Adron/99— 2000/32(11 )/251* 


Kolkata. dated, 09,09,2003, 


From * Shri P„K, Sengupta , 
Secretary 


TO 


Shri Rakesh , 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, North Block, 
New Delhi-110001, 



Sub 


s Extension of the term of Justice 
M,K« Mukherjee commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.11,2003, 




I am directed to refer to the commission *s letter. 

No ,JMCI/Admn/ 99-2000/ 32 <Vol. II )/S60 dated February 27, 

2003 addressed to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government 
of India, soliciting further extension of the term of 
Justice M.fC, Mukherjee commission of inquiry for one year 
beyond May 14, 2003 for reasons explained and referred to 
therein as also referrdto the letter nq,VI/ 11034/18/98- IS-V, 
vol.m dated May 23, 20Q3^ and the Notification No, s. 0.546(E) 
dated May^l-i, 2003 both of the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, intimating that the term of the 
Commission has been extended for a further period beyond 
May 14, 2003 but not later than November 14, 2003, 



I am directed to state that the Commission is not 
in a position to complete its inquiry within November 14, 
2003 as most of the reasons for earlier extensions still 
subsist and the problems and the difficulties faced by the 
commission as explained in earlier proposal for extension 
‘Opf its terms remain substantially unresolved, I am further 
/ < directed to say that the Commission is going to hold its 
24th sitting on September 16, 2003 in Kolkata when seven 
witnesses are likely to be examined; that the Commission 
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has already examined/ re-examined on recall 107 witnesses 7 
that many of the sittings of the commission continued 
for two days or more; that the present whereabouts of 
all the relevant witnesses examined earlier outside India 
as also of those mentioned anew* reportedly living abroad* 
are yet to be collected by/furnished to the Commission and 
the reports regarding availability/ non -aval lability of the 
relevant documents are yet to be obtained/ collected from 
most of the foreign countries concerned by the Ministry 
of External Affairs* Government of India* to make them 
available to the Commission* on receipt of which the 
Commission might be required to draw up programmes for 
its visit to the relevant foreign countries including 
Taiwan for examination of witnesses and documents available 
there/ and also for inspection of important relevant sites; 
that the programme for visit to Taiwan had to be ultimately 
delinked from the composite tour programme of the Commission 
for visit to Japan and Taiwan in view of the facts and 
circumstances stated in their d*o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.vlll 
dated August 19, 2002 addressed to the Joint Secretary (IS)* 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India* and the 
commission's d,o, letter No, JMCl/Over seas -Witnesses/ 
2000-01/70/274 dated August 24* 2002 addressed to the 
Joint Secretary (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs* Government 
of India* with a copy to the Joint Secretary (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs* Government of India* (vide 
xerox copies of both the d,o, letters enclosed) ;/that 
reasonable opportunity is to be given to the deponents 
to peruse and/or td get copies of the documents including 
copies of further documents as and when available to the 
Commission to enableyto cross-examine the witnesses 
concerned as also to make their arguments before the 
Commission and that inquiry of the Commission being 
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inquisitorial and not adversarial in nature, it is duty 
bound to pursue various relevant matters persistently 
as also to try diligently to collect all relevant documents 
and to locate all relevant witnesses available within or 
outside India even though such efforts are, more often than 
not, very much time-consuming and the results thereof are 
unpredictable . 

As already indicated, most of the other hurdles 
mentioned/ referred to in the commission's aforesaid letter 
No. 560 dated February 27, 2003 (xerox copy enclosed) are 
still being faced by the Commission and most of the other 
reasons for extension of the term of the Commission as 
stated/ referred to in the aforesaid letter dated February 27, 
2003 of the Commission still hold good. 

In this connection, I am further directed to refer 
to the Commission's letter No .JMCI/ eo/ 2002-200 3/83/14 dated 
April 10, 2003 sent to the Secretary, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, by Speed Post (xerox copy 
enclosed), the response of the Ministry of Home Affairs 
given in their letter No, i/ 12014/1 3/ 2002-IS-V(NCB ) Vol.lV 
dated August 13, 20o!f sent to the Commission by FAX (xerox 
copy enclosed), both to be read with the Hon*ble Chairman’s 
d,o« letter dated September 16, 2002 addressed to the 
Ambassador of India in Japan (xerox copy enclosed), and 
to state that there has been no breakthrough as yet in such 
a vital matter as dna testing of the alleged mortal remains 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose allegedly kept in Renkoji 
temple in Japan notwithstanding close persuasion of the 
matter by the Commission with the Ministry of Home Affairs 
and the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India 
as also with the Embassy of India in Japan, and direct 
approach by the Commission to various organisations in India 
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and abroad having expertise in DNA testing besides 
the elaboration by the Commission to the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of India* of various socio- 
political ramifications of the issue of handling the 
said mortal remains and talcing samples thereof for 
the purpose of holding various sclenfific tests 
Including anthropological evaluation and DNA testing* 

In view of the facts and circumstances stated 
hereinbefore as also those stated and referred to in 
the Commission *s aforesaid letter dated February 27* 
2003, I am directed to request you to kindly take 
necessary steps for extension of the term of Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee Commission of inquiry for a further 
period of atleast one year beyond November 14, 2003 
so that the Government Notification extending the 
term of the Commission for a further period of one year 
w,e,f* November 15, 2003 is communicated to the 
Commission at an early date to enable the Commission 
to continue its work without any break or interruption 
and to draw up its various programmes in advance to 
ensure maximum utilisation of its extended tenure. 

This may kindly be treated as most urgent* 



(P* K* sengupta) 
Secretary 


Enel i as stated above* 
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Vi jay Gokhalc 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel, 301 135?' 


CONFIDENTIAL 


No.2S/4/NGO-Vol.VIIl 


19 August 2002 


Dear S;^ 


Please refer to letters No.JMCI/Overseas WiUtesses/2000-0 1/17/245 
dated 6 August 2002, No.JMCI/Overseas Witnesses/2000-01/ 17/255 
dated 12 August 2002 and No.JMCI/Overseas Witnesscs/2000-01/ 17/265 
dated 16 August 2002 from Sliri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, JMCl regarding 
the visit of the Commission to Japan and Taiwan. You would have also 
received my D.O. No,25/4/iNGQ-VoUVIII dated 9 August 2002. 


2. Our Embassy in Tokyo will be making the necessary arrangements in 
accordance with the tentative programme sent earlier, as per which the 
Commission intends to be in Tokyo from 13 September until 19 September 
2002. Wc are awaiting their confirmation about the arrangements, and will 
revert once that is received. In case there any changes in the scheduled 
dates, these may be intimated to us as early as possible. 

With reference to the Commission’s proposed visit to Taiwan, you 


3. 


would be aware that the Government of India does not recognize the so- 
called Republic of China or Taiwan, and therefore has no diplomatic or 
official relations with Taiwan. In view of this, this Ministry is limited in its 
.ability to facilitate any visit by the Commission to Taiwan. Moreover, under 
extant guidelines holders of diplomatic and official passports are not 
permitted to travel to Taiwan. Accordingly if Hon’ble Justice Mukhcfjcc 
and Shri P.K. Sengupta intend, to travel to Taiwan; it will have to be on 
o r d i n a it passports . While this Ministry can facilitate the issue of limited 
validity ordinary passports for this purpose, it will be &ifrtjp ult to combine a 
visit to Japan and Taiwan unless the visit to Japan also is undertaken by 
the Commission on ordinary passports. 


4. 


This 


Ministry will assist the Commission in making logistics 

arrangements in Taipei. However, it will not be in a position to make any 
pavments on behalf of the Commission in Taipei. Payment for all services 


h uis 1 1 ^ w**wia* v 1 v v ^ - - - - . ^ v . - -J * * « — » 

in Taipei, including hotel accommodation and transportation, will need to 
be made directly by the Commission itself. Approximate expenditure in 
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Taipei on the basis of requirements projected by the Commission is 

annexed, 

I : v. ■ V 

5. This Minis tty will also assist the Commission in obtaining the 
necessaty ■'visa" for Taiwan. The “visa" will be affixed on the ordinary 
passports which will need to be made in Kolkata. 

*:/■. ■ i .F.i > r;V r X v , 

6. Despite the Ministry's best efforts, so far no livi ng witness has been "] 
located in Taiwan. Tire Ministty has no informauon whether the si te of the f 
alleged plane cr ash and other sites associated with Netaji Subhas Chand ra 
Bose are accessible^ It would be a dvisable if the Commission co uld provide 
c Hist of likely sites tit at they intend to visit to enable this Minist ry., to. first 
ascertain whctherThese sites sti ll exist in their original form and w hether 
thestTwiU be access! bltTto the Commission. 


J 


7, The Home Ministry may like to advise the Commission appropriately 
in the light of the above , in eludi ng oh~IEe advisabi l ity dTco m bigin g the 
visits to Ja pan a n d Taipei , it would be advisable if the Commission could 
be requested to send this Ministty mor e details of its programme and site 
visits in Taipei, so that" the we "c an first be checTeecP d~ ut7 "be fore a"~ final 
decision - is taken on the timmcfand duration of the Commission’s visit to 


Taiwan. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Vyay G ok hale) 


Shri Akhil Jain 
Joint Secretary (IS) 
Ministry of Home AfTa i r s 
Room No, 193 A-l 
North Block 
New Delhi 


Pradyol Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 


See re I ary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
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Net a jt Sub has Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt. 
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O' Block (3 rii floor), 11 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kotkafa-700087 
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D O, No. JMayOverseas-\Vitness/2000-01/70/ 274 


Dear 




August 21, 2002 


I am to request you to refer to the d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-VolVI.lI 
dated 19.08.2002 of Shri Vijay Gokhie, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry' of 
External Affairs, addressed to you, a copy of which has been received today 
at this end by FAX alongwith a forwarding letter from Shri M. S. Zuha, 
Desk Officer. 

1 am to inform you that, considering die time that may be consumed m 
getting the details relating to Taiwan, the Commission thinks that it will be 
prudent to de-link the visit to Taiwan from Japan. Replies to the queries 
raised in the above-quoted d.o. letter are being sent separately. 

t \ * 

I am directed to say that in view of the queries raised in die above- 
quoted d.o. letter and the time that may be consumed in getting the details 
relating to Taiwan, the Commission has decided to de-link Taipei and stick 
to its programme of Japan only. Depending on the replies to the queries 
regarding details relating to Taiwan from the Ministry of Externa! Affairs, 
/lie Commission will consider the question of visiting Taiwan and making a 
programme for such visit, 

1 am further to say that the Commission’s programme of visiting to 
Tokyo remains unchanged and the expected date of departure of the 
Commission from the Tokyo for India by air is 18.09.2002 (Wednesday). 
Letter giving details and a copy of the revised programme are. being sent 
shortly. 


The Ministry of External Affairs may be informed accordingly. 


Yours 

(P.K. Sengupta) 


Shri A, K. Jain, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, North Block, 

New Delhi-! 10001. 

D O. No. JMCl/Overseas- Witness/2000-01/70/ 274/1 August 21, 2002 

Copy forwarded to : 

Shri Vi jay Gokhie, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

New Delhi- 1 10001 - for information and necessary action in reference to 
his d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.VlII dated 19.08.2002 
to Akhil Jain, Joint Secretary (IS), Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 
110001. 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
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From r shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary 


^ ’ ) 

✓ *% ; 

i'. 


To : Shri L.C. Goyal , 

Joint Secretary (IS) . , 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

North Block* 

Government of India# 

New Delhi-110001. 

Sub t Extension of the term of the Justice 
M.K. Mukher jee Commission of Inquiry 
beyon d 14.05.2003. _ __ 


S i r # 

I am directed to refer to the Notification No. 

5.0. 508(E) dated 14.05.2002 of the Ministry cf Home 
Affairs, Government of India* under which the term of 
Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry was extended 
up to 14th May. 2003. The reasons for which the Commission 
could not take off before December* 19,79 were intimated 
to the Ministry in Commission's letter No. Nil dated 
28.09.1999 and the reasons for which the Commission had 
to seek for extension of its term beyond 14.05.2002 were 
intimated to the Ministry in Commies ion' s letter No, 

JMCI /Admn/9 9-2000/32/62 3 dated March 21* 2002 and the—, 
enclosures thereto. Many of those reasons still persist. 
The monthly Status Reports and the Status Reports with 
reference to different dates prepared by the Commission 
and sent to the Ministry from time to time will also 
reveal the nature and extent of hurdles from different 
quarters which the Commission had to face in the past and 
has been facing presently, affecting the progress of the 
inquiry of the Commission. 

I am further directeo to highlight some of the 

rain reasons r which the Commission is not in a position 

con to*. .p.2. 
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to complete its Inquiry within 14th Hay, 2003 upto which 
the present term cf the commission stands extended *- 




(a) The terms of reference of the Commission are 
considerably wide and they call for thorough probe into 
matters which are more than half a century old / 

( b) ho counter-affidavits or af f idavitc-in-opposition 
could ultimately be filed by the Government of India in 
respect of the avermentc/contentions/allegations contained in 
the affidavits/supplementary affidavits of different 
deponents filed before the Commission, inspite of its 
prolonged persuasions, 

( c) TheCommission has been persistently asking 
different Ministries/Departments/of f ices of the Government 
of India for various files/documents/reporte, many of 
which are yet to be received by the Commission* 

(d) The Government of the U„K. is yet to be persuaded 
successfully by the Government of India to agree to 
declassify all relevant classified British documents so that 
the C omnia rii n can peruse those documents and can rely upon 
the relevant ones, if any, for the purpose of its inquiry, 

( e) Notwithstanding the statement made by the then 
Prime Minister in the Lok Eabha on 26, OB. 1978 regarding 
availability of "further contemporary official documentary 
records", no such records could be traced out by the 
Government of Inoia so fat inspire- of prolonged persuasion 
by the Commission with them. 

(f) By Commission* s letter No. 513 dated 07.02.2001 
the Ministry of External Affairs was requested to obtain 
the present address of each of the fcitnesses examined bofore 
8 hah Havas Khan Committee and Justice Khcsla Commission 

who are still living in Japan to enable the Commission to 
prepare a programme fer examination of all the available 
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witnesses Jin Japan. After prolonged correspondences with 
the Ministry of External Affairs and the Indian Embassy in 
Japan to sort out various relevant Issues, the prograrwne 
for visit cf the Commission to Japan could be materialised 
not earlier than September, 2002. 


(g) Come of the deponents before the Commission have 

in their affidavits and/or sworn testimonies assorted that 

•!' ' 

documents containing clinching evidence relating to the 
points of the Inquiry of the Commission are in the possession 
and/or under the control of different foreign Governments, 
Accordingly, the Kon'ble Minister of External Affairs was 
requested to take up the matter with the Governments of the 
U.K., thelJ.S.A., Japan, Taiwan, Russia, etc. (vide enclosed 
copy of Hon'ble chairman's d.o. letter No. 26? dated 
21.08.2001) addressed to the then Non' ble Minister who in his 

'■ ' -i. 

d.o. reply dated 26.09.2001 (copy enclosed) stated inter aliaj 


■"The points raised in your letter under reference 
have been taken up with our Missions in the 
countries concerned. We would keep the Comiaiooion 
informed about outcome of their efforts in this 
regard.** 




As thereafter, positive response was received only to the 
extent thrit some Russian documents were sent through the 
Ministry of External Affairs and that the visit of the 
Commission to Japan ha^ material is ed, the Hon* bis Chairman 
mot the Hon* bl? Minister of External Affaire on 20. 10. 2002 
in New Delhi to expedite the long pending matters and, apropos 
the said meeting, the Ministry of External Affairs was 
requested, inter alia, in Commission* s letter Ho, 398 dated 
November 11, 2002 to kindly pursue* with the Government of 
the i .X. closely to get declassified all r« levant classified 
British documents relating to Nrtaji Suhh&s Chancra Bose and/or 

t.n,a, which ate in the poss^or Jen a rd/or under the control 
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of the Government of the U .K. as also to persuade the 
Govt rmrnmts cf the u.K.» the Russian Federation, all other 
Staten which arc r.o# sovereign tut previously within the 
erstwhile USSR , Japan, Thailand, Malayasia, Singapore, 

Vietnam, Taiwan, Germany, Ireland, etc. to make available 
or accessible to the Commission at their earliest convenience, 
all documents classif led/declassif ied/unclaosif led containing 
the evidence/iuatt rials relating to and/or having relevance 
to the points of the inquiry of the Commission, which are 
in the possession and/or under the control of the aforesaid 
Governments and/or in the various archives of those countries . 

In response, we have received on 10.02. 2003 a iiot of archives 
in Kazakhstan and the name, address, etc. of one archive in 
Kyrgyzstan and have alio received on 24.02.03 lists of 
archives of Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Armenia as also the 
name and telephone No. of one archive in Georgia but the 
same do not indicate which of those archives are likely to 
have information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose/lNA a a 
requested in Commission's letter Ho. 415 dated November 15, 

2002 addressed to the Ministry of External Affaire, Government 
of India. Appropriate steps will have to be taken by the 
Commission for its visit to those foreign countries where 
relevant records/vitnessea would be reported to it by the 
Ministry of External Affairs, to be available in those foreign 
countries. 

(h) Endeavour is being continued to be made to obtain 
aut nun ties ted copies of relevant files/doc ^raents/records 
from different Mini strles/Depar tments/Of flees of the 
Government of India which are reported by them to be destroyed 
or missing. 

(i) 76 r ecords/f iies which are admitted by the 
Intelligence tureau, Government of India to be available with 
them could not be perused by £:hri P.H. ChaJcr aval ty , Senior 
Research Officer of the Commission when he visitor the 
Intelligence Bureau, New Delhi cis per programme in this second 
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half of February, 2003 with prior intimation to the 
Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, He was told by 
them that the Micro**film system of the I.B. got damaged, 
that shifting of the office records cf the I.B, to 

the new site of their office was in progress and that it 
would take considerable time by the I.B. to make thoae 
records available for inspection on behalf of the Commission , 

( j) It has been taking considerable time to collect laor- 
specimens of verified handwritings of Netaji Subh&s Chandra 
Bose, preferably those which originated during the period 
from 1940 to 194 5 and get those handwritings cotnpared/vcrifi? 
with the questioned handwritings allegedly of Neta jl Subhac 
Chandra Bose, by three eminent handwriting experts, 
consecutively and independently. 

(k) It has also been taking considerable time to 
collect the particulars of the eligible living persona on 
the paternal lineage and maternal lineage of Netaji Sufchas 
Chandra Bose, to obtain their consent to donate thetr 
respective blood samples for the purpose of D.N.A, tests 
thereof, to get expert* s opinion regarding feasibility of D.N 
test of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhae Chandra 
Bose lying in the Renkoji Temple of Japan as also to arrange 
for D.N.A, tents of some specimens collected from Pairabad 
Treasury to establish the identity of the subject to whom 
those specimens belong. 

(l) Voluminous documents/printed mat ter a/handwritten 
matters in different languages have been and are being 
referred to/reccived by the Commission which call for their 
scrutiny on proper tr anslation thereof Into English wherever 
necessary. After protracted persuasion with the Ministry of 
Home Affairs as also with the Ministry of Law, Justice and 
C.A., the hurdles faced by the Commission in filling up the 
relevant posts could be removed and two Senior Research 
officers and one Senior Hindi Translator could ultimately 
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h * engaged by the Commission as its employees. But in tha 
meantime 33 to 36 months elapsed since the setting up of 
the Commission on 14.05.1999. Consequently, the backlog 
of the said task of scrutiny/translation still remains 
quite voluminous. 

(m) The ComniEcion has already held its sittings and 
exam! nee witnesses at different place® in India. It is also 
required to hold its sittings in future at various other 
places of India where the witnesses of Shah Nawaz Khan 
Coirm.it tee and Khosla Commission are still available for 
being examined hy this Commission as also at the places 
where individuals, group of persons, associations, institu- 
tions and organisations acquainted with or having knowledge, 
directly or indirectly, of the facts and circumstances, or 
having documents relating to the matters referred to the 
Commission for inquiry, have expressed and will be expressing 
their willingness to be examined by the Commission. 

In view of the facts and circumstances stated above, 

I am directed to request you to kindly take necessary steps 
for extension of the term of the Justice M.K. Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry for a further period of atleast one 
year beyond 14th May, 2003. 


This may kindly be treated as urgent. Necessary 
Government Notifications extending the term of the Commission 
for a further period of one year with effect from 15,05.2003 
may kindly be communicated at an early date so that the work 
of the Commission may continue without any break or 
interruption. 


Enclosures* As stated above. 


Youra faithfully, 



{P, x. Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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No JMc:i;i:o/:oo2-:o(j3;s3/!4 

Horn : Mu! !’,!,. 

.Sciivl.u' . 


f lie Secret tny 10 ilie Government of India, 
Ministry ofl lomc A Hairs, 

Not ill Block, 

New Delhi- 1 10001 


^ q April 10,2003 

wxKQfr > 


c0i 

y ! r"V 

:>jj£ i\ 

V V 


Sul,; ! ' c3s ! hi ' ,i5 - v of l,lc proposed DNA Test on the alleged mortal 
remains of Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose, kept in the Rcnkojt 
’ r n p ! v in Japan, tor establishing real identity of the deceased. 


kL '* f ’ u !c:kr no - -5/4 /NGO-VoUX dated March 20, 2003 addressed 
:o the undersigned by Shri Vijay Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Mmi>iry oi External AlTairs, Govt, ofljidia. 


„ . , , ' :!!U Jirt ’ clcd i l ° invi!c )'°“ r attention to the above-quoted d.o. letter dated March 20, 

' :i *^ Jl»o die letters noted below (copies enclosed) which are self- 
speak mg and will enable you to appreciate the backdrop of the former. 

( 1 ! \° 5 ’ 1 ! !, 3 d 3 lod i2HS.l 1.2002 of Shri C. Raj sek h ar, First S ec re t ary, a nd 

; wr * 1 Armsming Changsan, Second Secretary, Embassy of India 

Japan. 

: D0 lc!kr »£>■ JMCh'EO;:00:-:0C3/23/S3/443 dated 05.12.2002 

;.uj:tssc'j Dr - La 'i i sin S^ Director, Centre for Cellular and 
Mu.ccu.ar Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad. 


lT 

no. JMCi BO/2002-2 

■'* , . , 

'■•-I dated 05.1 

2.2002 

lo 

Dr. S. H. h'asnam, 

, Direc 

.or, Cc litre tor 

DNA 


and Diagnostics. 



no. 

DCC.MB 5 4 dated 10.1 

2.2003. 

in reply to the SI 

No. 2 

1 Dr. Lay i Stngn, Director, 

ccmb; 

Hyderabad. 



' MC1 L ° -'-•-•2-:-:03/S3/460 dated 1 7 . 12 . 2002 ; addressed <0 
; Sv ' :: - u : P v; : ‘v Di:cc: Department of Genetics. Mr, 
! i-i-vN *n>t:m;e tor L\c!eno:?ary Anthropology, insolitr^ssc 22, D- 


« 


& 


/ 


r 


/ 


to. 


i i 




15. 


!(. 


IS 


(•liOS. Leipzig. Germany. 

I ,, i( j MCI -1:0 7 011-20 S 5 /EOS dated 17.12.2002 addressee u> 

'V'-"-v ■ Chmm^u ^ ’cond Secretary, Embassy uf India in 
|.*V m in" iviirciice to the report dated I271S.1L2002 of the joint 
inUciion of the contents of the casket allegedly containing the , 
mu rial remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose made by him 
amfshri C. Raj»ckhar (SI. No. I at pace I). 

I cl ter no JMC1/EO/20U2-20O.VS3/-1S l dated 20. 12.2002 add lessee lu 
Sin i A>eem Maharajan, Second Secretary. Embassy of India in Japan. 

!-a\ message dated 27.12 2002 from Shri Biren Nanda, Charge d’ 

A Hairs. Embassy of India in Japan, in reference to the Commission s 
letter dated 26. 12.2002 sent by Fax (SI. No. 7 at page 1). 

fn\ message dated 30.12.2002 to Shri Biren Nando, Charge d’ 

Affairs. Embassy of India in Japan, in reply to his fax dated 
27.12 2002 (SI. No. S at page 1). 

1 otter dated 07.01.2003 from Mr. Svante Paabo, Director, Department 
t ,f Genetics, Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology. 
Insclstrnsse 22. D-04103. Leipzig, Germany in reply to (SI. No. 5 at 
page 1). 

Letter by e-mail to Mr. Terry Milton, Mistyping Technologies. USA. 

Letter by e-mail to Professor Sir Alec J. Jeffreys. Depart mem of 
Genetics. University of Leicester, University Road, Leicester, UR. 

• : • -u • - - v ' • "• V-- > - ''My- 

I otter bv e-mail dated from Mr. Terry Milton in reply to SI. No. 1 1 
above. 


Replv to SI No. 12 above bv e-mail dated 22.01.2003 from Professor 
Sir Alec J. Jeffreys. 

■ •- 

Letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/S3/520 dated 27.01.2003 to the 
Secretary, Ministry of External Afiairs, Govt. ot India. 

Lav dated 11.03.2003 to Shri Biren Nanda, Charge d’ Affairs, 
L'jnbnssv oi India in Japan, a reminder. 


■ 


Idler no. EO/2002-2003/S3/590 dated 13.03.2003 addressed to the 
Seeretarv, Ministry of External Adairs, Go\n. ot India. 

l ax message from Shri Biren Nanda in reference to the Commission s 
1 ax dated 1 1.03.2003 at Si No. 16 above) 


II. 


c l 




isfd conespondvnw on the subject of the feasibility of DNA test on the 
uiniuil leiiKii.-is kepi in the Rcnkoji temple arc more than sufficient to shftw the 
J f$hi vows iti.ulc by i he Commission in this i egard since the receipt of the report of the joint 
^jcUwiiwt of the. contents of the casket containing the alleged mortal remains and the 
/ jt/ti’:ti::iaplis ot the foments of the casket from the Embassy, of India in Japan. Unfortunately, 
till now t lieu* is no tangible result and time is running out fast. 


iis 1 n\ message dated 27.12.2002 (SI. No. Sin the list of correspondence) Sliri liiren 
Narnia, Charge d’ All airs. Embassy of India in Japan, assured the Commission that the 
1 mh.issy "dull immediately solicit the serv ices of an expert to re-examine the hones of the 
(letv.jM'd as the Kenkoji temple to seek his opinion on whether any material exists from which 
UNA may he isolated for the purposes of a DNA test” Waiting in vain for a pretty long time 
Joi Jin liter communication from Shri Nando, the Commission wrote to the Secretary, Ministry 
Menial All airs, requesting him to take necessary action to expedite the matter (vide letter 
dated ld.U3.2UOo at SI. No. 17). Ultimately. Shri Nandi sent a Fax message dated 27.03.2003 
(side SI. Ni» |g) advising the Commission to "directly correspond with the Ministry of 
1 '.Menial Allans in New Delhi on this matter". In reply to the Commission’s letter dated 
13 uj 2003 (vide SI. No. 17). Shri Vijay Gokhaie, Joint Secretary' (CNV), Ministry of External 
Allans, has inhumed that they have referred the matter to your Ministry, which is the nodal 
Ministry, and that they will re'. cn to the Commission as soon as your advice is received (vide 
his do. letter no. 2-JM/NGOA’ol.lX dated 26 03.2003 a copy which is an enclosure to this 
lettei ) 


In these eiieumsianees, i am directed to request you to kindly extend all necessary help 
and assistance to the Commission in the matter of- the proposed DNA test on the alleged mortal 
u inaiiis in the Kenkoji temple in Japan. 


lie Diieetois of the Centre for Cellular ar.j Molecular Biology (CCM0), 1 iydreabad, 
.mddi.c Centre lor DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics were approached by the Commission 
loi the purpose (ude letters at SI. Nos. 2 tic 3 at page 1). In his reply dated 10.12.2002 (vide 
ienei at SI. No d at page 1). Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB, informed that laboratory facility 
lor the ptoposed DNA test “does not exist in India.” As advised by him, the Commission wrote 
to huf Dr. Svante Paabo. Depanmem of Genetics, Max Department of Genetics, Max Planck 
liiMiimv for Evolutionary Anthropology (vide letter at SI. No. 5 at page 1). In his turn. Dr. 
P.tabo advised the Commission to contact Mr. Tory Milton of Mitotyping Technologies, USA, 
ami Pi of Sir Alec Jeffreys. University of Leicester, UK (vide letter a: SI. No. 10 at page 2). 
(, opics of the letter written Mr. Terry Milton and Prof. Sir Alec Jeffreys in pursuance of the 
adv ice of Dr. Svante Paabo are at SI. No. 1 1 and 12 at page 2. 

Prof Sir Alee Jeffreys regretted his inability to assist the Commission in the matter 
(vide letter at SI No. ! 2 m page 2). He, however, recommended the UK Forensic Science 
Servive in Birmingham, one of the National Forensic Science laboratories. He also named Dr. 

1 alp Singh. Dilector ol the CCMB, Hyderabad, as “one obvious contact". It may be 
mentioned here that Pi of Sir Jeffreys was written to after contacting Dr. Lalji Singh, In the 
amt vM-tU this letter of Prof Sir Jeffreys the Secretary of the Ministry of External Affairs was 
M for help by the Commission (vide letter at Si. N. 15 a; pagc2). 


JS^ V" i- 

J >1 ’■>'> ! ' i '.! 1 V !■>> Z I. 


I :: ;:kt ha? Ur" received from Mr. Terry Milton t'vide letter 
j. i -a ;:,c;e i> precondition stipulated by him in the paiap.raphs 5 ^ 
'' <‘f In . Nccf s . . c. i < j.v t -n:c! i!';-. i - ‘‘av.ihlopoloipca! culu^tMi; of the remains, 

/ in-. " dim* i ■ • j; ; . . ' i ie ]ia> wteyorL c.'-.y xxriuen, ‘We would like to receive tljb 

j)i tyt -! > ; l’-'i > j i j -n:);- to.pro: evdini;". 

I lie ( 'ommi.v-ii'ii N now in a ;i\ os to how anthropoloyical evaluation and other 
nevessaiy seienitlie tests of the aliened mortal remains kepi in the Renkoji temple in Japan 
should be done tbt a wet tnini up the feasibility of DN'A test on that mortal remains, 1 am. 
iheu-foio. diueied to uxpicst you to take necessary action as eatly as possible to enable the 
kkimniK^im] to pel neeess.ny anthropological evaluation and otiier necessary tests done for 
sp the next step lor DN'A test on the ail eyed monai remains. 

I bis matsei max kindiv be treated as extremely ureent. 


to 

a > 4 


Yours faithfully. 



■iielo ' As stated 
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(P.Iv Senuupa) 

Secretary C y y j, , I , -J 
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(P.K. Senttupa) 
Secretary 
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Copy with a copy each of the enclosures is forwarded for information, and necessary action to 
Sin t Yiiay Ciokhale. Joint Secretary (CNY), Ministry of External Affairs, Government oflmlia, 
South Block. New Delhi- 1 1001 ; 
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Government of India 


Ministry of Homo Affairs 
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New Delhi da tod 13,0.03 
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Shri P.K Sengupta, 

Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
Netaji Subbas Chandra Bose 
■B Biock |3 ,J floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Kolkatta 700087. 

• 
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o 


Subject Feasibility of the proposed DNA Test or> the alleged mortal remains 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, kept tn the Renkoji temple in Japan, 
for establishing real identity of the deceased. 


m 


Sir. 

! am directed to refer to your letter No JMCI/EO/20Q2-2G03/83/14 dated 
10/4/03 deceived in this Section on 26/6/03) and reminder dated 23/7/03 on the 
subject noted above and to inform you as follows.- 

(*) The JMCI had asked the Indian embassy in Japan to locate 
experts to ascertain the feasibility of DNA test on the mortal 
remains kept in Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The ME A had asked 
for the advice of MHA in the matter, which has been furnished 
vide our letter dated 16/6/03 and 16/7/03. 


(ii) Decision regarding holding of anthropological evaluation for 
determining the feasibility of DMA test and selection of experts for 
the purpose fail vathin the purview of the JMCI and appropriate 

v ! ■ decisions have to be taken by it. A formal meeting in MHA with 
\ MEA and ether Ministries/Departments to decide such matters is 
^ I not considered necessaiy. 

(iii) Once the decision is taken by JMCI, MEA may be informed MEA 
'i has indicated that it will facilitate the visit of experts to Japan in so 
! far as liaison with the local government. Renkoji temple 
I authorities etc are concerned. 

uv) .> if any logistic support from MHA is needed by JMCI, specific 
|j proposals for such support may bo sent. 

Pi/: 



Bureau, Kolkata > 


(3) 

(b) 

(c) 


Since these are in ail probability the cremated mortal remains of 
one of the greatest sons of India, please ensure that any test is 
done with the deepest reverence and respect. 

Any DNA test must be conducted by a top DNA expert or experts 
in the world. 

Proper sensitivity should be shown to Japanese sentiments. The 
Japanese have cared for the mortal remains of our leader for 58 
years while wo Indians have failed to do our duty. 

Commission, may like to consider the above suggestions while 
ie matter.. 


(3) 

fb) 

(c) 


Yours faithfully, 



ERECTOR 
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Tjf ^TPttT, 7f| 14, 1999/t?rror 24, 1921 

HEW DELHI, FRIDAY, MAY 14, 1999/VAISAKHA 24, 1921 


7j?R7IFRI 


SI^RTERT 


M Kwft, 14 H 1999 


^rf,m 339(3T).-^%F* 'qm % $ 16 snrsr, 1945 % smrcra ^ $ w ^ 
;%r w ftm? gtar # Mftiwww to <wt 3ig^ ^ 

^g- ^ ^ q?vi w *m *rwc % w# Mi£ ^ ^ ft** ""''• 

gjTfSff: s-f^T, 1956 w ^nf t 1970 * %TiT*TO - y 

sifht % ft*p?.trF 2r ft ■fai# r fsw ^ ^ TO to ^ 1 ? '"' 


sV ^jpRjr tft sr suto nrw t ft ^torfr ^ TO $ ^ 

W VftrA *PT TJ^?T flft # Wirt t ? 


% ^ Trt ?i ^ $K % ift ftftt W*T Tft t I 

^ -3j«r *7OTTO ■> «r TOR #r ^ ^ * ft 

^ ^ w?f ^ % s$pr % ft* m % ^fir ft«ja ^ ^ " m ' : ^' 
^ m , fr w s#r # ft? wz sti^ft ^r w? ft*r ?m ; 
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t&RH OTTH ktJFT MOT 24-12-1998 Wf TitYn Mr W 

M3 %fn% ^ ^ # qft-fer^A ot Tski^iTfrn ^ % k? te irnr^r if 
% nk Yr nk k nf t ; 

atrr TRT'IT Ti RT Trl t fa RRfnM nik % fafafl TTRIrTf, OT^R 

1945 n %?nk ^F? %r % frm fr n$ ^ mn nk % TftfRH Y to 
kk ST^ET nfeR Mr 3TFIT ^4^ % ; 

am:, sm %kk rw, nk Timm aikknn, 1952 31952 m 603 ^ 
tircr 3 Yr twtot tiktnr 323 srcr nfakt nr skr nk -j* tt nk n?#r 
n%n ^ck Y f M3 nrm % ttrcR % krr Mm k tro^o -giTfr 

fk i 

2 • 3iRkr 1945 «f RpTR w$ % $ hrett ik 3 n#rn M tot ak 

#Mrkr 3 k YvTvf 3 %r wnmk rrem# # nk n>m M3 kr=#rM k f :— 

|n| m 3ra ^ fr nf t nr % f ; 

|w| nk fr n£ % ifr ot IOTr ^eht -if |f t 

. Mfa aftrafcra t ; 




|n5 mT nrmn % nkrc if afiMT 3 , m Mi# ft aten t ; 


S?| *RT T-Tfr fa# 3RI UW % Mr 3P7 WR qr J$ ■$■ im M 

krr f, # ws to % #3 ; 

Ik* Ink to #fan t, nr sfr-fan# % 4 nmnk s 


3 ?.t4rt nn ^ k nk nYrr krc$ OT?Tn^r #f 

3j?^ nr af^Rr fk ^ v?n anr^m t, nk nfBm nr nnw - m 

T-i ^?kikk if anw knr nr w % 1 

4 - 35Fkr,3mk #>^k trw k, nm^nr, Mj te skRT-ir % tpfrr 

#r cn^n it ww m % Jkrr ^kr 1 

5 * smkT ot tjrrer mf kkt if ik/awrr arm k# wm rt Ykr 

arp-kr Yn#m k: i 

6 - ■ nw # na k nm% ^ sft R^krkk k: k nk ot% rVt 

t» twt nr i^fi if titci jq nk aukr nkknn, 1952 3195 '' tt 60 | # tmr 5 


•HRvt TT5TO : 3RI1W 


[Sin II— Iff’ 'S’ 3{ii)] 


: u 


£ 


$r ur tmr \z\ , tt unr 3 3 i , w ttnr H8 % trr?r S 5$ % uwr T^t 

3TF^T*T #!’ vTT*J ^ rlftST % ^p*lT -g^f 5 ^ ^xf ^ g j g ^ 

^rr wfo yi.TO t h tq trrcr $r ^sm 77 wt §2$ ^ 


1 5 \ a^ ^ ^PiT wr sn^nr ^r ^rPT fft i 

! 

[■<(51. (3. VI/1 1 034/1 8/98~3^.^T.(^' HI)] 
fnfetf ^m, fMW Tff^l 

MINISTRY OF AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi, the 14th May, 1999 

S.0.339(E). — Whereas the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
and the Khosla Commission of Inquiry appointed by the 
Government of India in April, 1956 and July, 1970 respectively 
to inquire into and to report to the Government of India on 
the circumstances concerning the departure of 'Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August, .1945, his 
reported death as a result of an air craft accident, and 
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to tne 
conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an 
air crash; 


And, whereas there is a wide spread feeling among the 
public that the issue of finding the truth about Netaji ! s 
death still remains; 


And, whereas there has been a consistent demand for a 
further inquiry into the matter; 

And, whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed the 
Government of India for a vigorous inquiry in accordance with 
Law, if necessary, by appointing a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of giving an end to this controversy; 

s, 

And, whereas a Motion was adopted on 24.12.1998 by the 
West Bengal Legislative Assembly wherein a demand has been 
made for a fresh inquiry into the matter to remove the mystery 
regarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

And whereas the Central Government is of the opinion 
that it is necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of making an indepth inquiry into a defir-t 
matter of a public importance, namely, the disappearance o 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945; 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by 
sub-3ections (1) and (2) of section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952(60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby 
appoints a Commission of Inquiry consisting of Mr. Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India. 


fD 
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2, The Commission shall inquire into all the facts and 

circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments connected 
therewith including 


(a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is -dead or 
alive; 

(b) if he is dead, whether he died in th'e plane crash, 
as alleged; 

(c) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes 
of Netaji; 

(d) whether he has died in any other manner at any 
other place and, if so, when and how; 

(e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 



3. The Commission Shall also examine the manner in which 

the exercise 'of Scrutiny of Publications touching upon the 
question of death or otherwise of Netaji can be undertaken by 
the Central Government in the circumstances. 

, The Commission shall submit its report to the Central 

overnment as soon as possible but not later than six months 
from the date of publication of this notification. : 


5. , The headquarters of the Commission shall be at New 
Delhi, and/or any other place as determined by the Commission. 


6. The Central Government is of the opinion that, having 
regard to the nature of the inquiry to be made and other 
circumstances- of the case, all the provisions of sub- 
sect ion( 2), sub-sect ion( 3) , sub-sect ion( 4) and sub-sect ion { 5 ) 
of section 5 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 
1952} should be made applicable to the said Commission and the 
Central Government 1 in exercise of the powers conferred by sub- 
section(l) of the said section 5, hereby directs that all the 
provisions of the said sub-sections (2) to (5) of that section 
shall apply to the Commission. 


(F. No. VI/I 1034/I8/98-!S(D!II)3 
N1KHIL KUMAR, Spl. Secy. 



prinlod hy tho Manager, Govt, of India Tress, Ring Road, Mayepuri. New Delhi- 1 10 064 
and Published !>y the of Publications, Delhi- 1 10 054. 
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■ ; ^T./3if/:'iG90(AT-).— %^T WFTC, liffift 

, ,3$T(^Aj?52' (1952 60) t# VET 3 qit VftTO ( 1 ) 5TO 



% (j; ■ w.'erftRpRi % %,4 % WFT t -a fn—Rifen fa fist 

, 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi, the 14th November, 1999 


5.Q. 1090(E), — In exercise of the powers conferred 
by Sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Commissions, of In - 
quiry Act, 1 952 (60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby 
makes the following amendment in the notification of the 
Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs num- 
ber S,G, 339(E), dated the 14tli May, 1999, namely { 

! [ 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the follow- 
ing paragraph shall he substituted, namely 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the 
Central Government as soon as possible but not later 
than the 14th May, 2000 f 1 

‘ | : 

{F.No. VI/I 1034/1 8/98-IS(D. IIDl 
SANGITA GA1ROLA, Jt. Secy. 

Nntc : The notification appointing the Commission was 
published in the Gazette of India vide number 
^O. 339(E) dated 14-5-1999. 
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Most immediate 


No. VI/11 034/1 8/98-NCB-l I 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
North Block, New Delhi. 


Dated: IH~1 1-2003. 


To 


The Manager, 

Government of India Press, 
Mayapuri, 

Ring Road, New Delhi. 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee 

Commission of Inquiry appointed to inquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chander Bose- 
publication of Notification-regarding. 


Sir, 


Enclosed please find a copy of a notification (both in 
Hindi and English) to be published in Part II, Section 3, Sub 
s Section (ii) of the Gazett e of India. Extraordinary dated, 
14J 1 .2003 It is requested that this notification may be 

published on 14.112003 and 50 copies thereof provided to this 
Ministry urgently for further necessary action. 

2. It is also requested that S.O, No. allotted to this 
notification may be intimated to the undersigned urgently. 



Yours fait 




( M.S. ZUHA ) 
DESK OFFICER 







( To be published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part-ll, 
Section 3, Sub-section (ii) of dated 14.11.2003 } 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

New Delhi, dated 14.11.2003 

NOTIFICATION 

S.O (E). - In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section(l) of 

section 3 of the Commission’s of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central 
Government hereby makes the following further amendment in the notification 
of the Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs number S.O. 
339(E), dated the 14 ,h May, 1999, namely:- 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following paragraph shall 
be substituted, namely:- 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to 
the Central Government as soon as possible but 
not later than the 14.5.2004. 


(RAKESH) 

Joint Secretary to the Government of India 
( File No. VI/11 034/1 8/98-NCB/IS(V) 

1. Note:- The principal notification appointing the Commission was 

published in the Gazette of India vide S.O. 339(E),dated 14.05.1999 and 
subsequently amended vide 

(i) S.O. 1090(E) dated 14.11.1999; 

(ii) S.O. No. 462(E) dated 14.5.2000; 

(iii) SO. No. 429(E) dated 14.05.2001; 

(iv) S.O. No. 508(E) dated. 14.5.2002;and 

(v) S.O. 546(E) dated. 14.5.2003. 
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Most Immediate 


No. VI/11 034/1 8/98-NCB-l I 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
North Block, New Delhi. 


New Delhi dated 19. 11-2003. 


To 


The Manager, 

Government of India Press, 
Mayapuri, 

Ring Road, New Delhi. 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry appointed to inquire into the alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chander Bose - publication of 
Notification-regarding. 


Sir, 


Please refer to this Ministry’s letter of even No. dated 
14/11/03 on the subject mentioned above for publication in Part-ll, 
Section 3 Sub-section (ii) of the Gazette of India, Extraordinary. It is 
requested that 50 copies of the Gazette may kindly be made 
available to this Ministry and handed over to Shri Sudhir Kumar, 
Peon, Identity Card No. 2002632. 


Yours faithfully, 



DIRECTOR(S) 


j M ? i 
V 4 I 


Tf» 1^-33004/99 
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3357 GI/2003 


MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 14th November, 2003 

S.O. 1313(E). — In exercise of the powers conferred 
by Sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Commission’s of 
Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central Government 
hereby makes the following farther amendment in the 
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs number S.0. 33 9 (E), dated the 1 4th May, 
1999, namely: — 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the 
following paragraph shall be substituted, namely: — 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the 
Central Government as soon as possible but not later than 
the 14-5-2004.” 


»> 


(FileNo. W1 1 034/1 8/98-NCB/lS(V)] 
RAKESH, Jt Secy. 

NOTE ' The principal notification appointing the 

Commission was published in the Gazette of India 
vide S.0. 339(E) dated 14-5-1999 andsubsequaitly 
amended vide. — ,: if - 

i :t | "^■'9 '/ 

Cl) S.0. 1090 (E) dated 14-11-1999, 

(ii) S.O. 462 (E) dated 14-5-2000;|/ | * 

(iii) S.O. 429(E) dated 14-5-200 if 

(iv) S.0. 508 (E) dated 14-5-2002; and 

(v) S.0. 546 © dated 14-5-2003 . 


Printed by the Manager. Govt of India Press, Ring Road, MayapurL, New Delhi- 1 10064 
: - v and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-1 10054. 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 

New Dellii, the 14th November, 2003 

S. O. 1313 (E). — In exerdse of the powers conferred 
by Sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Commission’s of 
Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central Government 
hereby makes the following further amendment in the 
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs number S.0. 339 (E), dated the 14th May, 
1999, namely:— 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the 
following paragraph shall be substituted, namely: — 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the 
Central Government as soon as possible but not later thatn 
the 14-54004” ''' 

[FileNo. W1 1034/1 8/9&-NCB/IS(V)] 
RAKESH, Jt. Secy. -■ 

NOTE The principal notification appointing the 
Commission was published in the Gazette of India ; 
vide S.0. 339(E) dated 14-5-1999 and subsequently } 
amended vide.— - £T ' • ,-S. '. 
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(i) S.0. 1090(E) dated 14-11-1999; 

(ii) S.O. 462 (E) dated 14-5-20(K)| ; j ■ 

(in) S.O. 429(E) dated 14-5-2001; ' ^ 

(iv) S.O. 508 (E) dated 14-5-2002; and 

(v) S.O. 546 (E) dated 14-5-2003. 
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Most Immediate 


No. VI/11 034/1 8/98-NCB-ll 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 


New Delhi dated 20.1 1-2003. 


To 


Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
B Block, 3 rd Floor, 

1 1/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata-700087. 


Subject; Extension of the term of the JMCI beyond 14/11/03. 


Sir, 


l am directed to refer to your letter N o.J MCI/Ad mn/99- 
2000/32(1 1)/251 dated 9.9.2003 on the subject noted above and to 
say that the terms of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has 
been extended upto 14.5.2004 and notification has been published 
in the Gazette of India Extraordinary vide SO No.1313(E) dated 
14.11.03. A copy of notification is enclosed herewith. The 
Commission is requested to complete its report and submit the 
same by 14.5.2004. 


Yours faithfully, 



DATE 

NAME 

TEL 


NOV- 20-2003 THU 16:49 


SENDING CONFIRMATION 


PHONE 

03322522765 

PAGES 

2 

TIME 

NOV- 20 16:48 

ELAPSED TIME 

01' 23" 

MODE 

G3 

RESULTS 

OK 


Most Immediate 




No. VI/11 034/1 8/98-NCB-ll 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 


New Delhi dated 20.11-2003. 


To 


Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
B Block, 3 rd Floor, 

11 /A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata-700087. 


Subject: Extension of the term of the JMCI beyond 14/11/03. 

Sir, 

I am directed to refer to your letter No.JMCi/Admn/99- 
20 00/32 ( 1 1 )/25 1 dated 9.9,2003 on the subject noted above and to 
say that the terms of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has 
been extended upto 14.5.2004 and notification has been published 
in the Gazette of India Extraordinary vide SO No. 131 3(E) dated 
14.11.03. A copy of notification is enclosed herewith. The 
Commission is requested to complete its report and submit the 
same by 14.5.2004. 



Fax : 033-2252-2765 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

; B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


ttsJ & 0 & tl 

u - jqiZ mT 

(£L.i 


Phone: 


- 2252-2835 

- 2252-2767 


Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 
Special Duty -2252-2765 


Office 


- 2252-2766/68 


e-mail jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 


No. JMC!/Admn/99-2000/32(II}/443 


February 17, 2004. 



From : P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 

BY REGISTERED POST Wl j^A/D 
To 

Shri Rakesh 
Joint Secretary (IS) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India 
North Block 
New Delhi 110 001 

Sub: Extension of the term of Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.0S.2004. 



Sir, 


I am directed to refer to Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Admn/99- 




2000/3 2(Vol,Il)/251 dated September 9, 2003 addressed to you soliciting further extension 
of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for one year beyond 14,11.2003 
for reasons explained and referred to therein. By Notification No. S.O. 1313(E) dated 
November 14, 2003 of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, the term of the 
Commission was extended for a further period beyond November 14, 2003 but not later 
than May 14, 2004. 


I am directed to state that the Commission is not in a position to complete its 
inquiry within May 14, 2004 as most of the reasons stated. and referred to in Commission’s 


aforesaid letter dated September 9, 2003 as also stated in its earlier proposals for extension 








2 


A 


the number of exhibits and the number of material exhibits admitted by the Commission, 
the number of sittings held by the Commission, and the number of affidavits filed before 
the Commission. 

The statement attached herewith and marked as Annexure-B indicates some long 
pending important matters of the Commission with the Government of India 

The statement attached herewith and marked as Annexure-C indicates some of the 
important matters which the Commission has been constrained not to pursue on the 
repeated failures of the Ministries/Departments concerned of the Government of India to 
comply with the directives of the Commission sent in that regard from time to time. 

The matters stated in Annexure-B and Annexure-C to this letter show the nature 
and extent of the existing hurdles faced by the Commission in conducting its inquiry which 
are required to be removed to the maximum extent possible as expeditiously as possible so 
that the Commission can do proper justice to the work assigned to it. 

The relevant records of the Government of India pertaining to this Commission 
will show that quite a number of some other hurdles could ultimately be removed in the 
past due to diligent and persistent endeavours of the Government of India on being 
untiringly pursued by the Commission for months after months and sometimes for years 
together Besides, the inquiry of the Commission has essentially become a highly time 
consuming exercise particularly because of the following reasons 


(a) The Commission’s inquiry is inquisitorial, and not adversarial, in nature 

(b) The subject matter of its inquiry is considerably more than half-a-century old. 

(c) Many of the relevant foreign witnesses who might be still living are yet to be 
located and examined by the Commission. 

(d) Many of the apparently relevant documents are in the custody of foreign 
Governments who are yet to be persuaded by the Government of India to make 
those documents available to the Commission. 


* * 


3 




(e) Many of the relevant and important documents of the Government of India are 
yet to be made available to the Commission and the present whereabouts of 
many relevant Indian witnesses examined by the Khosla Commission are yet to 
be collected with the help of the administrative authorities of the State 
concerned (which is likely to be a considerably time-consuming exercise 
requiring intervention of the Government of India vide d,o. letter 
No . 1/ X 20 1 4/ 1 3/2000-1 S (DJII)/NCB (Vol.V) dated January 29/30, 2004 of the 
Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, addressed to the 
Chief Secretary, Nagaland. 

(f) It is taking considerable time to get the reports of the handwriting experts in 
respect of their verification of the specimen handwritings of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose with the questioned handwritings allegedly of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose as also to get the reports of the D.N.A. experts on the D.N.A. 
profiles of the blood samples of the kins of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
collected after prolonged persuasion, and matching of the said D.N.A. profiles 
thereof with those of the specimens collected from Faizabad Treasury to 
establish the identity of the subject to whom those specimens belong. 

(g) The Commission had written a letter on 10.04.2003 to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, with a copy of that letter endorsed to the Joint 
Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, with a 
request to take necessary action as early as possible so as to enable the 
Commission to get necessary anthropological evaluation and other necessary 
tests done for taking the next step for D.N.A. test on the alleged mortal remains 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji temple of Japan. From the 
response dated August 13, 2003 of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government 
of India received by the Commission it appears that the Commission will only 
get the logistic support from the Government of India in the matter and the 
Commission itself has to find out ways and means for ascertaining feasibility 
of D.N.A. test of the said alleged mortal remains of Netaji and if the same is 
feasible, to arrange for holding necessary D.N.A. test thereof, though it is not 


clear to the Commission whether or not the 


samples from the said mortal remains for the purpose of the aforesaid tests and, 
in the event of their refusal to allow to take samples, whether delivery of the 
entire mortal remains should be taken from the Renkoji temple and brought to 
India for taking the required samples thereof and whether thereafter the charge 
of the residual part of the said mortal remains will be taken by the Government 
of India for its preservation pending conduct of the said D.N.A. test. The 
Commission is yet to get the required clarifications from the Government of 
India in this regard., The Commission is also yet to get the report called for 
from the Government of India by its letter dated September 5, 2003 addressed 
to the Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs with a copy endorsed to the 
\ Director (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India and is also yet 
to get response from the Government of India in respect of its suggestions 
contained in the said letter dated September 5, 2003 for holding D.N.A. tests of 
the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in Renkoji 
temple, (vide para 1 of Annexure-B for details). It is likely to take considerable 
time to get the aforesaid matter settled. 

(h) Since the Government of India is not having diplomatic relation with the 
Government of Taiwan,the former are not in a position to render any help to 
the Commission regarding publication of the Commission’s notice in the 
newspapers of Taiwan for information of the public regarding the visit of the 
Commission to Taiwan and the terms of reference of the Commission. It is yet 
to be known to the Commission whether the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India would be able to get any assistance of any 
agencies/organizations for obtaining the documents asked for by the 
Commission from Taiwan. The Commission also needs assistance of the 
Ministry of External Affairs for contacting the witnesses it wants to examine at 
Taipei and for identifying the relevant places it wants to visit for the purpose 
of its inquiry in Taiwan. The said assistance is yet to be extended to the 
Commission by the Government of India. As the time is fast running out, the 
Commission is also seeking assistance of private individual 


agencies/organizations to supplement the endeavours of the Government of 
India in the matter. It is likely to take considerable time to finalize and 
complete the visit of the Commission to Taiwan. 

(i) The Commission is also required to give reasonable opportunities to the 
deponents to peruse the records before the Commission and to obtain copies 
thereof and to make their submissions /arguments before the Commission after 
the end of the examination of all witnesses including the examination of experts 
who have already submitted their reports or will be submitting their reports on 
completion of their examination. 

In view of the facts and circumstances stated above I am directed to request you to 
kindly take necessary steps for extension of the term of Justice M.K, Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry for a further period of at least one year beyond 14 th May, 2004. 

Necessary Government Notification extending the term of the Commission for a 
further period of one year with effect from 15.05.2004 may kindly be communicated at an 
early date so that the Government of India may get adequate time to remove the aforesaid 
hurdles and the Commission may continue its inquiry without any break or interruption 
and may draw up its programmes for hearing in different places of India and abroad which 
are essentially warranted for proper completion of the inquiry of the Commission. 


Yours faithful lv 



Enel : As stated above. 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Annexure-A 


1. 

No. of witnesses examined 

: 112 

2. 

No. of Exhibits 

: 203 

3. 

Material Exhibit 

: XIX 

4. 

No. of Sitting held by the Hon’ble Chairman 

: 26* 

5 

No. of witnesses examined by the Hon’ble Chairman 

: 76 

6. 

No. of witnesses examined by the Secretary on 
Commission 

: 12 

7 

No. of witnesses examined by the Principal Private 
Secretary on Commission 

: 24 

8. 

No. of affidavits filed by State deponents including 
one on behalf of West Bengal Govt. 

: 10 

9. 

No. of affidavits filed by deponents other than the 
States deponents 

: 63 

10. 

No. of deponents and Co-deponents in the affidavits 
at Serial No. 9. 

: 79 



* In the 26 th sitting of the Commission, none out of the five witnesses summoned appeared. 




JMCI - Witness Particulars 


Annexure-B 


Some Long Pending matters of the Commission with the Govt of India 

As far back as on September 05, 2003 the Commission along with its letter No. 
JMCI/EO/2002-03/83(lII)/245, addressed to the Secretary, Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, has sent a copy of the news -item captioned, 
“Government to authenticate on Netaji’s ashes by DNA test” published in the Delhi 
edition of ‘The Statesman’ on Saturday, October 28, 1995 and has requested him to 
let the Commission know what has actually happened with regard to the reported 
decision of the Government of India to opt for DNA test of the alleged ashes of 
Netaji by forming a Committee consisting of DNA experts, CBI officials, etc as 
reported in the said news- item and has also been requested to make available to the 
Commission the services of CDFD, Hyderabad, a competent Member of the CBI 
and the DNA experts, viz.. Dr. Michalle Holland of the USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan 
of the UK as mentioned in the said news-item so that the Commission may with 
their help and assistance get the DNA tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji done 
without any further avoidable delay. A copy of the said letter has also been 
endorsed to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. Unfortunately, 
their response is still awaited. 

By Commission’s d o. letter No.JMCI/Overseas/Witness/2002-03/70(II)/301 dated 

October 29, 2003 addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 

uu 

Government of India, the receipt of her do.,No.24/4/NGO/Vol.X dated October 13, 
2003, which is professed to be in reply to the Commission’s letter dated April I, 
2003, has been acknowledged and it has been pointed out therein that neither her 
said d o. letter dated October 13, 2003 nor its enclosure in English speaks about the 
fate of the two letters of the Commission addressed to Prof. E.N. Komorov of 
Moscow Academy of Sciences, and Prof. Y.V, Pechenko of St. Petersburg 
University which were enclosed with the Commission’s said letter dated April 1, 
2003 for causing delivery; that her said d.o. letter dated October 13, 2003 is also 
silent about the outcome of the request of the Commission to approach the 
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Government of Russia for access of the Commission to the Archives of KGB (FSB) 
as also about the outcome of the communication of the Indian Mission in Moscow to 
the witnesses mentioned in the list of the Commission sent to the Ministry of 
External Affairs with its aforesaid letter dated April 1, 2003 . The Ministry of 
External Affairs has been further requested in that letter to let the Commission 
know the result of the requests made in paras 1,2 and 3 of its said letter dated April 
1, 2003. Their reply is still awaited. 


3. 




By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/331 dated November 
12, 2003, the attention of the Joint Secretary (CNV) has been drawn to the d.o. letter 
No.25/4/NGO/VoI,X dated 13,10.2003 of the Director (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India , and he has been requested to kindly let the 
Commission know immediately the present position of the other pending matters 
mentioned in the d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol(IX) dated 27.06.2003 of the Ministry 
as also to send a complete list of all the archives of the Russian Federation. The 
reports called for are still awaited. 


4. 



By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/CPDC/2002/86/394 dated January 08, 2004 
addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
her attention has been drawn to her d.o. letter bearing No.25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated 
25,1 1 .2003 and she has been requested to kindly send to the Commission a progress 
report in the matter of their exploring alternative options for seeking the assistance 
of other agencies/organizations for obtaining the requisite documents concerning the 
alleged air crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945 and the alleged consequent death of 
Netaji and she has also been requested to make available to the Commission as 
early as possible all the relevant documents in the matter. In this connection it may 
be added that when it proposed to visit Taiwan in 2002 the Commission was made 
to understand that the Government of India would not be in a position to make any 
payment on behalf of the Commission in Taipei and that the payment for all services 
in Taipei including the cost of hotel accommodation, transport, interpreter, 
photographer, etc., would need to be made directly by the Commission itself and 
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that publication of the notice in leading local dailies in English and local languages 
in Taiwan regarding holding of the hearing of the Commission in Taiwan would 
have to be arranged by the Commission itself. Consequently, the Commission made 
endeavours to contact the authorities in Taiwan to know about the availability of 
relevant documents and relevant witnesses in Taiwan as the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, expressed their difficulties to render the required help 
and assistance in the matter to the Commission on the ground that the Government 
of India is not having any diplomatic relations with the Government of Taiwan. 
Subsequently, the Ministry of External Affairs advised the Commission (vide d.o. 
letter No, 25/4/NGO/Vol.IX dated September 24, 2003 of the Director (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, to the Secretary of the 
Commission) not to approach the authorities of Taiwan in the aforesaid matters 
directly but to write to the Ministry of External Affairs for the information required 
to be obtained by the Commission from Taiwan. 






Present whereabouts of all the relevant witnesses examined earlier outside India as 
also of those mentioned anew reportedly living abroad, are yet to be collected and 
the reports regarding availability/non-availability of the relevant documents are yet 
to be obtained/collected from most of the foreign countries concerned by the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, to make them available to the 
Commission on receipt of which the Commission might be required to draw up 
programmes for its visit to the relevant foreign countries for examination of 
witnesses and documents available there as also for inspection of important relevant 
sites in those countries. In this connection Commission’s letters no. 
JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(iv)/398 dated November 11, 2002, and no 
JMCI/OverseasAVitnesses/2000-0 1/70/433 dated November 27, 2002, both 
addressed to the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India, 
and its letter no, JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2000-01/70(ii)/62! dated April 01, 2003 
addressed to the Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India, may kindly 
be referred to. 


6 . 



By Commission’s letter No. JMC 1/1 1/2000/295 dated 20.10.2003 addressed to the 
Director, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, it has been pointed out 
that the report of the Ministry of Home Affairs sent to the Commission under their 
No.I/12014/13/2000-NCB dated 19/24.09.2003 does not state specifically as to 
whether the documents called for by Commission’s letter No.JMCI/1 1/2000/542 
dated February 17, 2003 are in existence or not. It has also been stated in the said 
letter dated 20.10.2003 of the Commission that if the said documents are in 
existence, the reason for which those have not yet been sent to the Commission in 
spite of repeated reminders may also be intimated to the Commission immediately. 
The response of the Ministry of Home Affairs is still awaited 


7. 


^ ' 


By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(II)/288 dated 
16.10.03 addressed to Shri Vijoy Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, his attention has been drawn to the copy of 
the enclosure captioned, “Directive to the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers” bearing dated August 14, 1945 forwarded with his do. letter 

No,25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated May 7, 2003 and he has been requested to kindly 
obtain through the Indian Mission in the USA authenticated copies of the (1) 
Proclamation, and (2) Instrument of Surrender which appear to have been enclosed 
to the original copy of the aforesaid directive bearing dated 14.08.1945. The 
documents called for are yet to be received. 


8 , 



By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings/(Follow-Up)/99- 
2000/48(V)/322 dated November 5, 2003 addressed to Shri Umesh Kalra, Director 
(IS) , Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India in response to the factual 
position regarding para 5 as indicated in Shri Kalra’s letter No. 1/120 14/1 3/2000-IS- 
V (NCB)/Vol.V dated 31.10.03, it has been pointed out that the 317 files of Khosla 
Commission mentioned therein do not contain either the original or authenticated 
true copies of the documents produced before the Khosla Commission and marked 
as exhibits or the proceedings of the said Commission and that the bound volumes 
of unsigned and uncertified copies of the depositions of the witnesses before the said 
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Commission (as received by us) appear to contain only some parts of its 
proceedings. The documents called for by the Commission by its letters dated 
17,02.03 and 1 1.04.03 as referred to in the said para 5 are yet to be received. 

9. The Commission by its letter NoJMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(II)/188 
dated August 05, 2003 has requested the Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India to send particulars of some suitable willing Indian scholars or students of 
Post-Graduate class in the U S. A, indicating / suggesting the rate of remuneration, if 
any, acceptable to them unless they would agree to do the same archival research, 
free of remuneration for academic interest or for their love and respect of Netaji. 
Further development in the matter is still awaited. 

10. With Commission’s letter No. JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/375 dated 
December 26, 2003 addressed to the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, a copy of the official paper bearing No. 5190, which 
is an extract from a note of discussion between Lord Wavell, the Secretary of State, 
and R. Arthur Henderson held on 27 th August, as collected from the U.K. in course 
of the visit of the Commission to London, has been sent to the said Joint Secretary 
with the request to kindly let the Commission know as expeditiously as possible, the 
result of the inquiry initiated by the Viceroy as mentioned in the aforesaid document 
bearing No. 5 190. Their response is awaited. 

11. In Commission’s letter No, JMC I/Meeting-Proceedings (Follow Up) / 99- 
2000/48(V)/376 dated December 26, 2003 addressed to the Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of India, it has been pointed out. inter alia, that the 

6 documents mentioned in para 2(iii), 2(v), and 2(vi) of the Cabinet Secretariat’s letter 
No.281/12/l/2000-PS dated November 13, 2003 could not be traced out in Ministry 
of Home Affairs' file* No . I/12014/9/77-D.III, No.I/12014/6/90-IS (D.III), and 
No.31/2/74-Pol D.III (2 Vols.) in spite of thorough search not only by the Officers 
of the Commission but also by one Officer of the Ministry of Home Affairs in 
course of his visit from New Delhi to the Commission’s Office in Kolkata, though it 


has been stated in para 2 of the Ministry of Home Affairs’ letter 
No.I/12014/13/2000-IS (D.V) dated January 2, 2003 that those documents are 
available in the aforesaid files of the Ministry of Home Affairs and that the 
documents mentioned at para 2(ii) 2(iv) could not be made available to the 
Commission. The Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs has, therefore, been 
requested in the said letter dated December 26, 2003 of the Commission to kindly 
take all possible steps to ensure early transmission, of all the aforesaid five 
documents mentioned at para 2(ii), 2(iii), 2(iv), 2(v), and 2(vi) of the aforesaid letter 
of the Cabinet Secretariat. Further development in the matter is awaited 

The report of the Indian Consulate of St. Petersburg [as intended to be sent later to 
the Commission in para 4 of the d o. letter No.24/4/NGO-Vol.IX(II) dated June 11, 
2003 of the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India, addressed to the Secretary of the Commission] is yet to be received by the 
Commission in spite of several reminders to the said Ministry. 


Annexure-C 


Some of the important matters which the Commission has been constrained not to 
pursue on the repeated failure of the Ministries/Departments concerned of the 
Government of India to comply with the directives of the Commission sent in that 
regard from time to time. 


1 . 
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Shri Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister of India, made a statement on the floor 
of the Parliament (Lok Sabha) on August 28, 1978 that ‘some further contemporary 
official documentary records have become available’ in the light of which “it is 
difficult to accept that the earlier conclusions (of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
and the Khosla Commission) are decisive”. But the said ‘further contemporary 
official documentary records’ have not been made available to the Commission by 
the Government of India. 


2, No follow-up action has been taken by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India, as requested by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India on the 
letter dated March 22, 1993 of Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, the then President of India, 
(vide Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Records/N.Delhi/99-2000/37(III)/449 dated 
December 5, 2002 addressed to the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India). 





3. The documents mentioned in the d.o. letter dated February 3, 1998 of Dr. Ramesh 
Chandra Mazumdar (a renowned historian, since deceased) addressed to Shri Morarji 
Desai, the then Prime Minister of India, as also those mentioned in the note attached 
to the said d.o letter of Dr. Mazumdar (vide c.p.s 16-20 of the Secret File 
No.2/64/78-PM of the Prime Minister’s Office) have not been made available by the 
Secretaries, Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 
as called for from them by the Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Records/N. Delhi/99- 
2000/37 (Vol II)/542 dated February 1, 2002. 




r 


4. Vol. Nos. ^XVTII, XlX^an d XXII_ pertaining to the Khosla Commission along with 
, z other relevant files / documents / records which have been shown in the Affidavit 
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dated December 19, 2001 of Smt. Sangeeta Gairola, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of India, as called for by the Commission’s letter 
No JMCI/Records/N. Delhi/99-2000/3 7(V ol . II)/ 534 dated January 29, 2002 addressed 
to the Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government Of ImESfKave not been made 
available to the Commission. 



5. The Affidavit allegedly filed by the Government of India before the Khosla 
Commission regarding destruction/missing of 34 confidential files on Netaji has not 
been made available to the Commission. 
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The documents filed by the Government of India and other parties, if any, before the 
Khosla Commission which were made exhibits by the said Commission, have not 
been furnished by the Government of India to this Commission. Not even a 
comprehensive list of the said exhibits has been filed by the Government of India to 
this Commission. 



7. Copies of some of the affidavits filed by different deponents before this Commission 
were sent to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, so that the 
Ministries/Departments/ Offices concerned of the Government of India, might like to 
controvert the allegations/assertions contained in the said affidavits. In spite of close 
persuasion, no such counter-affidavits have been filed before this Commission by any 
of the authorities of the Government of India. Consequently, the Commission has 
presumed that the authorities concerned of the Government of India have nothing to 
say regarding the allegations/assertions of the said deponents made in their said 
affidavits and the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, have been kept 
informed by the Commission accordingly. 


8. The Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India, have been repeatedly requested by the Commission, in vain, to take up the 
matter with the Government of the U K. at appropriate levels so that the classified 
British documents on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose/INA are got declassified and the 
Commission can peruse them for the purpose of its inquiry. 


No.VI/1 1034/1 8/98-IS(V)/NCB-II 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India 




Dated the f?- 3 - P^j 


To 


The Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, 

New Delhi. 

Subject :-Extens ion of the term of Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.5.2004. 



I am directed to refer to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
letter No, JMCUADMN/99-2000/32(II)/443, dated 17.2.2004(copy enclosed) 
on the subject mentioned above and to say that the parawise comments in 
respect of para 1,4,5,6,7.10 and 12 of Annexure B and para 2&8 of Annexure 
C , may please be sent to us urgently for processing the case for father 
extension of term of Justice Mukharjee Commission of Inquiry beyond 
14.5.2004. 


Yours faithfully 



No. VI/1 1 034/1 8/98-IS(V)/N CB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 




IMMEDIATE 


New Delhi, dated 29.3.04. 


The Ministry of External Affairs, 

-Noth Block, 

New Delhi. (Attention:Ms. Ruchi Ghanshyam, Director(CNV). 

Subject: -Extension of the term of Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.5.2004. 

Sir, 


Please refer to this Ministry’s letter of even number dated 08.3.2004 
(copy enclosed) on the subject mentioned above. It is requested that the 
specific comments on the pending issues shown against the Ministry of External 
Affairs may kindly be expedited to enable us to process the case for further 
Extension of the Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 


Yours faithfully, 



\// 
(U.K. KALRA) 

DIRECTOR 
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New Delhi, the I4th November, 2003 

S. O. 1313 (E). — In exercise of the powers conferred 
by Sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Commission's of 
Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central Government 
hereby makes the following further amendment in the ■ 
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of 
. Home Affairs number S.0. 339 (E), dated the 1 4th May, 
1999, namely :— 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the - 
following paragraph shall be substituted, namely:— 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the 
Central Government as soon as possible but not later than 
the 1 4-5/200 4” 

[FileNo. VI/1 1034/18/98-NCB/IS(V)] 
RAKESH, Jt. Secy. -V 

NOTE : — The principal notification appointing the 
Commission was published in the Gazette of India 
vide S.0. 339 (E) dated 14-5-1999 and subsequently , 
amended vide,— r ^f Cy , / 

(i) S.0. 1090 (E) dated 14-11-1999; 

(ii) S.O. 462(E) dated 14-5-2000'| | - 

(iii) S.O. 429(E) dated 14-5-200 if 

(iv) S.O. 508 (E) dated 14-5-2002; and 

(v) S.0. 546 (E) dated 14-5-2003. 


Printed by the Manager, Govt of India Press, Ring Road, May^puri, New Delhi- 110064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi- 11 0054. 

' ' ■ i \ 




•lob No, 


•fob No, Original 

WKT fTT tte, sw* sfo -? 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS, RING ROAD, 

NEW DELHI 

wfe 5FU siRa-gaii iftw qa urfor fe^T^T d h 4| 0 T 

Advice Note of Despatch of Proofs and Acknowledgment Voucher ^ J C 

; k~u f> swursra^r 

Rcg - No - Despatch Voucher 

ssflf ^ t^TfTJT % T3 R. . , 

Deptt's or Ministry's Reqn. No. V .). ] .U D 3.M |.).By S, . t 32 tS. (±>r. LL?,) t-J (,$>" }•) 
%at srr T%f | , ■ * ' . 

FORWARDED TO 5W. . IX\ "S. . '. .<£. .U.VmV., . 'J&frK. , tggfoXtAC 

v«no ItA ^TFru. Jx £ /L a . 

af forfr ?rH*r t 

by THE MANAGER, GOVT. OF INDIA PRESS RING ROAD, 

NEW DELHI 

fiFti* , ^ Sft V 

Dated. . . J . JJ. ii J. k yf ... 198 . Despatcher ' 

Particulars of work . . . .(a^/h. ,TL rr3. C\\).d4^7r . . ) l ) /^7 c v1 





7c?f 5fr x . /No. of Pages 

3Td 


srf5Pi¥ ^ r. 
No. of Copies 


STIFcI ^PTt 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


zi^tr/Typc should be 

Tjssf r,/No. of Pages 


5. 

Register No 


STOUT 

Despatch Voucher 

w ^pr/Rept Standing. 
finpRT Pm sirtr/distribuled. 


yb/Proofs 


64(3 




arffer srra ftrqT 
Received as above 


srflNiTtsr, . 

No. of Copies. ,...Ov!P.. 

^ 9TT 

Signature with designation V, j , 

Terr 

Address. ,*. 

fitHlrt*. 

Dated-*..*.** 198 

%$ q*pF m ttr srrf^cT % if glr, 7 ft*? % vf f 
^iH dit ^ I 

Prompt return of 2nd portion of this Voucher duly signed within 7 days in token 
of acknowledgment Is requested, 

MGIPRRND —25 GTPRR/87— Sec. n~i6-9-87— 1000 Books* 


^ 1^33004/99 


REGD. NO. D. L.-33004/99 



OjRct", UjIUsf 

( ihe (Baxette of <3tidia 


3raraRT>T 
EXTRAORDINARY 

NPT II— 3— (ii) 
PART II — Section 3 — Sub-section (if) 

mf^»R 3 TRnftnr 

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 


R. 443] 
No. 443] 


M favft, ^pir«TR, mf 14, 2004/^irer 24, 1926 
NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2004/VAIS AKHA 24, 1926 



Rcnlj 14 ^ 2004 


wizti. 57s(^t). — mm, srrcW 

1952 (l952^60)^^m3^WJRT(l)^IH';x! 

*m whr % ^ ^ srft^rr 

U msn 339(31) TTlftH 14 M, 1999 ^ fdHfafed 

3rrfii^q-ii % % 4 % w^T fi+-ifeiRaq WT 
-mjn, 'SR'sifc^ :— 

41 4, RhV 

1 4 *w***<t 2004 % 

I'm. R VI/11 034/1 8/98-Tpf^^t-n] 
Tl^T, tiyra why {%. ) 

Piy^ri Hjh HK?I % 

U m3TL 339(31) cTffer 14-5-1999 W Miftld ^ 

R^idR^d 5HJ *IT :— 

m (i) mm 1090(3?) tirfrg 14-11-1999; 

(ii) m.m. 462(3?) firtoi4-s-2000; 

(iii) m.m. 429(3?) urttet 14-5-2001 ; 

Civ) m.3?r. 508(3?) mferi4-5-2002; 

(v) m.m. 546(3?) (Ute 14-5-2003; 3k 
(yi) m,m. 1313(3?) tflte 14-11-2003 I 


MINISTRY OFHOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 14th May, 2004 

S.O. 575(E). — In exercise of the powers conferred 
by Sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1352 (60 of 1952), the Central Government 
hereby makes the following further amendment in the 
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs number S.O. 339(E), dated the 14th May, 
1999, namely; — 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4 , the following 
paragraph shall be substituted, namely ; — 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the 
Central Government as soon as possible but not later than 
the 14th November, 2004.” 

[F. No. VI/1 1 0 34/ 1 8/98-NCB-U] 
RAKESH, Jt. Secy. (S) 

NOTE : — The principal notification appointing the 
Commission was published in the Gazette of India vide 
S.O. 339(E), dated 14-5-1999 and subsequently amended 
vide: — 

© S.O. 1090(E), datedthel4thNov., 1999; 

: <n) S.O. 462(E), dated the 14th May, 2000; 

® S.0. 429E), dated the 14th May, 200 1 ; 

; ' (iv) S.O. 508(E), dated the 1 4th May, 2002; 

: (v) S.O. 546(E), dated the 14th May, 2003 ; and 

(vi) S.0. 1313(E), dated the 14th Nov., 2003. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


A 


* 


* 




Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 




Subject : Extension of term of Justice M.K.Mukerjee 
Commission of Inquiry beyond 14.5.2004. 



J* 



MHA may kindly refer to their U.O. note no. 
VI/ 11034/1 8/ 98-IS(V)/NCB-II, dated 08.3.2004 and 
29.3.2004, seeking inputs for processing case for 
further extension of term of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) beyond 14.5.2004. 

2. This Ministry’s parawise comments on Para 1, 4, 
5, 6,7, 10 and 12 of Annexure ‘B* and Para 2 & 8 of 
Annexure ‘C* of the Status Report of the JMCI, are 
given in the enclosed sheet. 





(Ruchi Gh an ashy am) 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri U.K.Kalra, Director, NCB- 
II Section), North Block, New Delhi. 


MEA U.O. no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XI, dated April 12, 2004 


tb 



STATUS OF REQUESTS RECEIVED FROM JMCI 



JMCI’S REQUIREMENT 

PRESENT STATUS / MEA RESPONSE 

JMCI ANNEXURE 

“B” 

PARA 

NUMBER 

1 

Statesman Report of 28.10.95- 

Reported decision of GOI to opt for 
DNA testing by forming a Committee of 
DNA experts, CBI Officials etc. 

Reply sent vide letter dated 29.3.2004 (copy 
enclosed) 

PARA 

NUMBER 

4 

Progress report on exploring 

alternative options for seeking 

assistance of other 

agencies/ organization for obtaining 
documents concerning alleged air 
crash at Taihoku from Taiwanese 
authorities 

Copies of documents obtained from Japanese 
Government and Taiwanese authorities have been 
forwarded to JMCI vide letters No. 25/4/NGO-Vol- 
IX dated 20.2.04 and No. 25/4/NGO-Vol-XI dated 
15.3.04 respectively. (Copies enclosed) 

PARA 

NUMBER 

5 

Visit of JMCI team to relevant foreign 
countries for examination of witnesses 
and documents and inspection of 
sites. 

Our Missions in Singapore, Bangkok and Vietnam 
facilitated the JMCI request for publishing Notices 
for obtaining and extracting material evidence 
relevant to the points of inquiry. 

The JMCI Notice was published in all the leading 
dailies in these countries. Newspaper clippings of 
the Notices thus published have been sent to the 
JMCI alongwith feedback, 

As regards Taiwan, The feasibility of a proposed 
visit by a JMCI team tc Taipei, was examined in 
MEA letter No. No.25/4/NGO-Vol-XI dated 15.3.04 
(Copy enclosed as above), where constraints and 
difficulties identified by the India-Taipei Association 
(ITA) in pursuing investigations in Taiwan were 
spelt out. The JMCI was informed that if the 
Commission were to decide in favour of a visit to 
Taiwan, the ITA would be requested to extend all 
possible assistance to the visiting JMCI team. 


: 2 : 



PARA 

NUMBER 

6 

This pertains to MHA 

This pertains to MHA 

PARA 

NUMBER 

7 

Request for obtaining copy of 
"Proclamation, Instrument of 

Surrender” and ‘Directive to Supreme 
Commander for Allied Powers’ dated 
14.8.1945 

Our Mission in Washington has been requested to 
obtain these documents from US authorities/ 
agencies. The Mission has already taken up the 
matter with US agencies. 

PARA 

NUMBER 

10 

Request for obtaining copy of an 
Official Paper- Extract of discussions 
between Lord Wavell, and Henderson 
on 27.8.45. 

Our Mission in London has been requested to 
obtain these documents from British authorities/ 
agencies. The Mission has already taken up the 
matter with the British Foreign Office. 

PARA 

NUMBER 

12 

Report of Indian Consulate of 

St. Petersburg. 

One of the listed witnesses named by JMCI, viz. 
Professor Y.V.Pechenko of the University of St. 
Petersburg, died in June 2003. This fact was 
conveyed to the Commission vide letter no. 
25/4/NGO-Vol IX (1} dated 15 July 2003. MEA 
letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI, dated March 29, 2004 
to JMCI also refers, (copies enclosed) 
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JMCI ANNEXURE “C” 


PARA 

NUMBER 

2 


PARA 

NUMBER 

8 


Follow-up action by MEA/MHA on 
letter (dt 22.3.1993) of Dr. Shankar 
Dayal Sharma, the then President of 
India regarding JMCI request for 
furnishing copy of Judgment order 
dated 4.3. 1987 delivered by Hon’ble 
Justice Bhargava of Rajasthan High 
Court. 


court, 

Request for taking up matter with the 
British Government for de- 
classification of classified British 
documents on Netaji/ INA to enable 
JMCI to peruse them for purpose of 
the Inquiry. 


Follow-up action taken in the matter by MEA was 
conveyed to MHA vide Ministry’s letter no. 
C/55 1/7/92-JO dated 8 ,h October 1993 and 
subsequently again vide letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol. 
VIII dated 26.7.2002. (copies enclosed) 


— 


Justice Mukherjee, Chairman, JMCI met External 
Affairs Minister (EAM) in October 2002 in 
connection with the requesl for assistance in 
accessing certain classified documents pertaining to 
Netaji, which were available with the British 
Authorities. 

The British Foreign & Commonwealth Office was 
requested in October 2002 through the High 
Commission of India, , London to provide JMCI 
access to the relevant documents. No response has 
been received from the British authorities. 


BY FAX 

FAX NO: 033-2252-2765 




Most Immediate 


No. VI/11 034/1 8/98-NCB-ll 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 


New Delhi dated 17.5.2004. 


To 


Shri P,K. Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
B Block, 3 rd Floor, 

11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 

3 * Kolkata-700087. 


Subject: Extension of the term of the JMCI beyond 14/5/04. 
Sir, 


I I am directed to refer to your letter N o.J MCI/Ad mn/99- 
2000/32(1 1)/443 dated 17.2.2004 on the subject noted above and to 
say that the terms of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has 
been extended upto 14.11.2004 and notification has been published 
in the Gazette of India Extraordinary vide SO No. 575(E) dated 
14.5.04. A copy of notification is enclosed herewith. 



Yours faithfully, 



<_ (M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 
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REGD. NO. D. L. -3 3004/99 


(The (Baxette of <3tidia 


EXTRAORDINARY 


n-^ 3— Tq-^sRc (ii) 

PARTE — Section 3 — Sub-section (ii) 

DlftWK 3 TPBlftra 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 

te. 443] fe#, ^1*MK, M 14, 2004/4*JOT .24, 1926 

No, 443] NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2004/VAISAKHA 24, 1926 


3rf*R£F1T 

14 mi, 2004 

mh.31l 57s( 3f), — evsOe *he>k, mfm 
1952 ( 1952 Mff 60) M?I MR! 3 Mft'SMMRT ( 1 ) 5RI H<t! SflFfcPff 
me mMlm Mtet ir MRtr tkmet % tie mMteM mD siftr^ 
MT. ME.3H. 339(31) MTfte 14 mi, 1999 ME Pl*-lfclRslrt sfa 
<t»«0 1, 3Tmf^:— 

EMM %% 4 ^FTPTmT RHldRart %IE3I 

Mntprr, 

h 4. ■iETMtm ml ?R«KTiM)tmMimmM Mftm 

fsR] 14 TTO; 2004 % 3mM7?t,MTp M^HTI " 

[m m. vi/i 1 034 / 1 8/98-EE.mtmt-ii ] 
TI%MI, TTJME mfMM (TJ. ) 

: 3fl%H ^ fMgMM Mitfl MTgft^ srftKfMEI MTCM % 
ME.3M. 339(3T) Elite 14-5-1999 ?RFEM)rfmM^i 


fft (i) 

M)T.3n, 1090(31) Elite 14-11-1999; 

(ii) 

M5T.3M. 462(31) Elite 14-5-2000; 

(m) 

ME.3M. 429(31) Elite 14-5-2001 ; 

(iv) 

ME.3E. 508(31) ERha 14-5-2002; 

(v) 

MS.3H S46( m) Elite 14-5-2003; 3flT 

(vi) 

MS.3IT. 1313(31) Elite 14-1 1-2003 l 

1546 01/2004 


MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 14th May, 2004 

S.O. 575(E). — In exercise of the powers conferred 
by Sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central Government 
hereby makes the following further amendment in the 
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs number S.0. 339(E), dated the 14th May, 
1999, namely : — 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following 
paragraph shall be substituted, namely : — 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the 
Central Government as soon as possible but not later than 
the 14th November, 2004.” 

[F. No. VI/1 1034/1 8/98-NCB-II] 
RAKESH, It. Secy. (S) 

NOTE : — The principal notification appointing the 
Commission was published in the Gazette of India vide 
S.0. 339(E), dated 14-5-1999 and subsequently amended 
vide: — 

0 SO. 1090(E), datedthe 14thNov., 1999; 

(h) S.0. 462(E), datedthe 14th May, 2000; 

Cri) S.0. 429E), dated the 14th May, 2001; 

: ' (iv) S.0. 508©, dated the 14th May, 2002; 

) (v) S.0. 546©, dated the 14th May, 2003; and 

(vi) SO. 1313© datedthe 14th Not,, 2003. 


Printed by the Manager, Govt, of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, Now Delhi-] 10064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi- 1 10054. 
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FAX NO. 


091 033 252 2765 *' 


SEP 


justice Mukherjee Commission of inquiry 

For iNOutRV Into the Alleged Disappearance or 

Nf.taji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
ii’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A. Vtirza Ghalib Street, Kelkata-700087 


Ptaonc. 


L'^-y^-T-rcm 

D . B7. 2004' 71 : 55P|£# 

n- . 




- 2252-2335 

- 2252-2767 


Fax - 0.71-2252-2765 


Cb Qtrmatt 
Sf’cro/ory 
Officer on 

Special Duty - 2252-2766 

' - 2252 - 2766/69 

e-mail jmdnsdb@cal3 .vsol Jiert.m 


No JMCI /ADMN/99-20Q0/32( II)/ 1 96 


September 07, 2004 


From P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 


BY REGISTERED POST WITH A/D 


To 

Shri Rakesh 
Joint Secretary (IS) 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India 
North Block 
New Delhi 110 001 


Sir, 



1 am directed to refer to Commission’s letter No. JMCi/Adirm./99-2000/32(H)/443 
dated February 1 7, 2004 addressed to you soliciting further extension of the term of Justice 
M.K. Mukfieijee Conunbsivu of Inquiry for one year beyond May 14 T 2004 for reasons 
explained and referred to in the said letter including those mentioned in Annexures *B’ and ‘C’ 
attached thereto. By Notification No S.0. 575(E) dated May 14, 2004 of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, published in the Gazette of India (Extraordinary) dated May 14, 
2004, the term of the Commission was extended for a further period beyond May 14, 2004 but 
not later than November 14, 2004. 

2. I am directed to state that the Commission is not in a position to complete its inquiry 
within November 14, 2004 as most of the reasons stated and referred to in the 


Commission’s aforesaid letter dated February 17, 2004 as also stated in its earlier 




proposals for extension of the term of the Commission, still hold good 
3 . Though some of the hurdles could ultimately be removed in the past by dil igent and 
persistent endeavours of the Government of India on being untiringly pursued by the 
Commission for months after months and sometimes for years together, quite a 
number of other hurdles as explained and referred to in the Commission’ s letter 
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No.lMC[/Admn..AW-2000/32{W)/443 dated February 17, 2004 are yet to be removed ^ 
notwithstanding similar untiring and prolonged pursuance by the Commission. 

'I. I am also directed to diaw yout attention tu the mallei » of sub-paras 
(a),(b),(c),(d),(c),(g), and (i) of para 7 of the Commission’s aforesaid letter dated 
February 17, 2004 as also to the matters in par^T)of the Commission’s Status 
Report for June, 2004, and paras 4(a) and (b), 5, 7(a) and (b), 9, 10, and 14 of its 

Status Report for August, 2004, which if read with the matters mentioned/reiterated 

— ■ i " 1 * — — , / 

in paras 5 L 6^and 7 herein below, will fully explain why the inquiry of the 

% I 

Commission has essentially become a highly time-consuming exercise. Extracts of 
relevant paras of the Status Report for August, 2004 are enclosed. 

5 Some of the Files/Records/Documents of the Government of India which could not 
ultimately be furnished by them to the Commission in spite of persuasion by the 
Commission are noted below > 





pyo 
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(a) File No 12(226)/56-PM reg: investigation into the circumstances 
leading to the death of Subhas Chandra Bose”. 

(b) 33 papers/notes from PMO’s file No.23(l56)/51-PM reg : disposal of 
properties of the INA in the Far East.” 

(c) “Some further contemporary official documentary records” as admitted 
by Late Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister of India on the floor of 
the f.ok Sabha on August 28, 1978 to ‘'have also become available” 
(Reg : Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose). 

(d) The original notes and documents (or authenticated copies thereof) the 
extracts from which are available in the INA File No.273 lying with the 
National Archives of India. The said file relates to the alleged death of 
Netaji on August 18, 1945 in a plane crash at Taihoku. 

(e) The original or authenticated true copies of the documents/files/records 
produced/filedTnade exhibits before Khosla Commission and the 
affidavits filed by the Government of India before the said Commission, 

(f) Volume Nos. XX and XXI of Justice Khosla Commission as also signed 
and authenticated Vol Nos. i to XV 111, XIX and XXII of the said 
Commission 
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(g) Almost all original records of the proceedings of Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee of inquiry and almost all the evidence recorded by it and the 
documents produced/ made exhibits before the said Committee. 

(h) File No 2l(.181)/60-66-PM regarding : “'Proposal to bring Shii Subhas 
Bose’s ashes from Tokyo and to put up a memorial of him in front of 
Red Fort in Delhi. 

"3 (i) Almost all the documents referred to in the affidavit s/supplementary 

affidavits of different deponents, 

n (j) Authenticated copy of the report dated 31 12.1945 of Shri B C. 

17 ' * — ' 

Chakravarty on alleged death of Netaji in alleged plane crash on August 
18, 1945 at Taiboku bearing counter-signature of Col Stevenson and 
sent to ihe CSDIC. 

6. Some of the Records/Files/Documents/Reports which could not be 
cal lect ed/p rocured from the foreign countries concerned by the Government of India 
as called for/requested by the Commission are noted below 
Mil * (a) Classified relevant documents of the UK arid the USA relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose could not be got declassified by the Government 
of India to make them (or authenticated copies thereof) available to the 
Commission. 

f T < - (b) No reports have been received from the Govt, of India regarding 
documents sent earlier by Shri Samar Guba to the Soviet Government 
which were acknowledged by them to have been received with the 
intimation that the Soviets were making inquiries, No report regarding 
the said documents and the said inquiries have been received from the 
Government of India. 

Ml? rU (c) Details of verification actually made by the Government of India and the 
outcome thereof regarding the news of imprisonment of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in Russia could not be reported to the Commission as 
called for by it. 

f i ij ft (d) Photographs taken of the scene of the alleged plane crash at Taihoku on 

August 1 1 945 as also photographs taken at the Hospital at Taihoku 
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after the alleged death of Netaji were called for but not received from the 
Government oflndia. 

(e) Jawaharlal N'ehru’s letters to the British Prime Minister during 1945 to 
1947. 

The original report (or authenticated copy thereof) of the Foreign 
Ministry, Government of India, marked as exhibit 29-J before Justice 
Khosla Commission of Inquiry. 

(g) Micro-film/Micro-Fiches of all documents relating to Netaji Subha s 
Chandra Bose lying in the custody of CIA/Office of the Strategic 
Services were called for from the Government of India but not received 

7, Some of the documcnts/repons/information eta called for from the Government of 
India which could not be furnished to the Commission are noted below : 

(a) Report regarding originals of the Radio Messages dated 26. 12. 1945, 
01.01.1946 and February, 1946 (no day of the month is mentioned) of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and the source of receipt of the said 
messages as mentioned at cor pages 21 and 22 of the PMO’s confidential 
File No &70/l l/P/16/92-Pol. on the subject, 'Disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose - p.p.s. Reg: M 

put* (b) According to Secret Report No.l0/Misc. INA made in 1946 to the 
Wavell Government, “Nehru received a letter from Bose saying that he 
was in Russia and that he wanted to escape in India” (vide c.p.s. 16-20 
of PMO’s Secret File No,2/64/78-PM ) The said letter or an 
authenticated copy thereof was not received from the Government of 
India though called for 

(c) No report received from the Government of India regarding the action 
taken on the letter dated August 7, 1995 of Shri Atniya Nath Bose 
addressed to the then Prime Minister wherein Shri Bose stated, inter 
alia, that he was having conclusive evidence in his possession to 
establish that Netaji was alive in Soviet Union on July 22, 1946 (vide 
cor.pago <127 of PMfl’s Secret File No. 870/1 l/P/95-Pol.) 

8. In view of the facts and circumstances stated/referred to above, I am directed to 
request you to kindly take necessary steps for extension of the term of Justice M.K. 


P^/m *+4 


FROM : JMCI 


FAX MO. : 091 033 252 2765 


SEP. 07 2004 01 :57PM P5 


\ 




Mukhcrjee Commission of Inquiry for a further period of one year beyond 
Novemb er 14, 2001 

<3. Necessary Government Notification extending the term of the Commission for a 
further period of one year w.c f November 15, 2004 may kindly be communicated 


at an early date so that the Government of India may get adequate time to remove 
the hurdles mewionedAefeired to herein-before and the Commission may continue 
its inquiry without any break or interruption and may draw up its programmes for 
hearing in different places of India and abroad which are essentially warranted for 
proper completion of the inquiry of the Commission. 


Enel : as stated above 


Yours faithfully 



(P.K. Sengiipta) 
Secretary 
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Justice Mukherjcc Commission of Inquiry 

SSl « i« 4 t:iri lull) (hi‘ Alleg'd Disappearance of 

Njjaji Suhhas Chani >fiA Bosti. 

'B' Block, (Third Floorj 
1 l/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Koikata-700087 


Exacts of Paras 4 (a) and <b). 5_ 7 (at and (hi 9 IQ. and 14 Status 


4 * 








4. (a) A provisional programme for visit of the Commission to Russia was sent to the 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, in Commission's 3 d o letter 
No. JMCI/E0/2002-2003/83(IH)/] 12 dated July 21, 2004 of the Secretary 
addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India Acknowledging the receipt of the said programme, the Director (CNV) in 
his do, letter No.25/4/NGO~Vol.XII dated August 12, 2004 suggested : "that the 
itinerary of J MCI’s visit to Russia including the dates of the visit should be 
finalized only after receipt of further inputs from our Mission in Moscow We 
shall keep you updated in the matter*’. No further communication of the matter 
has been received. The Ministry of External Affairs has been reminded by the 
Commission to take necessary action so that the Commission can visit Russia 
within September 30, 2004 or at best by the first week of October, 2004 to avoid 
the bitter winter of Russia vide Secretary’s do. letter No.JMCI/EO/2002“ 
2003/S3(IH)/186 dated August 30, 2004 addressed to the Director (CNV’), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India. 

(b) In the Commission’s said d.o. letter dated August 30, 2004 it has also been stated 
that finalization of the programme of the Commission’s visit to Taiwan and some 
other places also depends on the time of the proposed visit of the Commission to 
Russia. 

5, The attention of the Director (CNV) has been drawn to Commission’s letter No 
JMCl/GverseasAVitnesses/2002'2003/70(nyi88 dated 05.08.2003 addressed to the 
Joint Secretary, (CNV), wherein the latter was requested to send particulars of some 
suitable w illing Indian scholars/students of Post Graduate class available in the USA 
indicatm^suggcsting the rate of remuneration, if any, acceptable to them unless they 
would agree to do the job of archival research at various American repositories of 
relevant historical documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, free of 
remuneration for academic interest or for the love and respect for Netaji. In the 
statement forwarded by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India with 
their d.o letter no. 25/4/NGO-Voi.XII dated August 18, 2004, it has been stated, inter 
alia : “Our Mission in Washington has been requested to depute an Officer to look at 
the documents”. Further development in the matter is awaited. 

** ** ** 
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7. (a) In the d o tetter No.JMCI/EO/2002-03/83(llI)*» dated 28.06.2004 addressed to 

the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, it has 
been requested, inter alia : "‘It may be intimated whether the Chief Priest of 
Renkoji temple has been formally requested to make available the alleged ashes to 
the experts who may be appointed by the Commission for .D.N.A test of the 
same The Commission may also be informed whether any reply to such 
request. . . . has been received. 5 ’ The Commission is yet to receive any reply of the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India to the aforesaid queries of the 
Commission. 

(b) The Commission is still continuing its efforts to ascertain the prima facie 
feasibility of D.N.A, tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept 
in the Reiikuji temple in Japan. 

t*!ji ** ** 



9. 


With Commission’s letter No, JMCI/Meeti ng-Proceeding s (Follow Up)/99- 
2000/48 (V)/ 166 dated August 26, 2004 addressed to the Joint Director, Intelligence 
Bureau, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India , a fresh list of 18 files 
available with the Intelligence Bureau on Micro-film purported to be relevant to the 
inquiry of the Commission has been sent to the said Joint Director who has been 
requested to get those files ready under intimation to this Commission to enable the 
Commission to examine those files without any more loss of time. Further intimation of 
the Intelligence Bureau in the matter is awaited. 




The Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, has again been 
requested to take effective steps so that the File No. 10/22/ CM-68— is sent to the 
Commission without any further delay. He has also been requested thanf the contents of 
tiv s') id fiij= (irfixfill fl^Sfcret^Jh^ompetent authority should be moved so that 

the file may be made available to the Commission at least for the perusal of toe tton'ble 
Chairman as was done earlier in the case of more than one file in respect of which 
privilege has been claimed by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India (vide 
d o letter no. jMCI/Records/ND/99-2000/37(IVyi06 dated July 12, 2004 of the 
Secretary' addressed to the Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 
The response of the Ministry is still awaited. 








** 
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(4 in <1 o. letter NoJMt’I/ Rccords/ND/W-2000/37(] V)/ l 70 dated August 26, 2004 of the 
Sccreta<> of the Commission addressed to the Director (tNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, his attention has been drawn to the photo-copy of the note 
dated 02 12.1954 of Shri M.O Mathai which was endorsed to the then Joint Secretary 
(AD), Shri Prem Krishan under P.M.’s Sectt. U.O. No. D/S 13170 dated 02. 12. 1954 as 
could be found in the photo-copy of the top secret File No 23(1 l)/56757/PM of the 
r> M.’h office (Political Section) on the subject, “1NA Treasure" wherefrom it appears that 
Jjj the Ministry of’ External Affairs received a small amount of Rs.200/- and odd along with 

the ashes and other remains of "Late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose” from the Indian 
Embassy in Tokyo and the Director (CNV) has been requested to report on the following 
points 

i When and under what circumstances were the alleged ashes of Netaji 
received by the Ministry of External Affairs from the Indian Embassy in 
Tokyo as mentioned in the aforesaid note dated 02. ] 2. 1954 ? 

ii. Where were the ashes and other remains mentioned in the said note dated 
02.12 1954 preserved? 

iii, If not preserved, what did happen to those ashes and remains ? 

7 he reply of the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, is awaited. 
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No.VI/1 1034/18/98-IS(V)/NCB-II(Part-II) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


(JCU 


To 


.\\ oM 

J*) 


(2) 


(3) 


New Delhi, dated the September, 1 7 ,2004 


The Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, 

New Delhi. ( Attention: Shri L.D. Ralte, Director(CNV) 

P.M. Office, 

South Block, 

New Delhi. ( Attention: Shri V. Vidyavathi, Dy.Secy.) 

National Archives of India, 

New Delhi. 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.11.2004. 

Sir. 


I am directed to refer to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry letter No.JMCI/Admn/99-2000/32(II)/196, dated 07.9.2004(copy 
enclosed) on the subject mentioned above and to say that the Commission 
has sought extension on various grounds/reasons and showing pending 
issues against MEA, PMO, MHA, and NAI. 

it will be very much appreciated if the comments/views on the 
issues/reasons concerning to your Ministry/Departments may be furnished 
to this Ministry to enable us to take further action in the matter. 


This may be treated as Most U regent. 


Yours faithfully. 



DIRECTOR 


Enel. As above. 


PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 


Subject: Extension of the term of justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry beyond 14.11.2004 



Reference is invited to MHA letter No.VI/11034/18/98- 
IS(V)/NCEHI(Part-II) dated 17.09.2004 on the above subject. 

2. This office has already made available to the Commission 
whatever files belonged to this office and could be located in this 
office records. Affidavit dated 18.12.2001 signed by Joint 
Secretary, PMO has also been filed to this effect. 

3. The factual position with regard to Files/papers referred to 
in Para-5, 7 & 14 of JMCI letter No J MCI/ADM N/99- 
2Q00/32(II)/196 dated 07.09.2004 [i.e. the letter enclosed with 
MHA's letter cited above], which are related to PMO, has been 
explained in the attached statement. 



[Renuka Kumar] 



Director 
Tei : 23018485 


Ministry of Home Affairs [Shri U.K. Kalra, Director] 

PMO ID No.9 15/ 1 1/C/ 2/ 2000- Pol Dated : 27.09.2004 



PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 


STATEMENT SHOWING FACTUAL POSITION W.R.T. POINTS RAISED IN 
JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY'S 

LETTER NO. J MCI/ ADM N/99- 2000/ 3 2(11)/ 196 DATED 07.09.2004 


s 

N. 

DOCUMENT 
ASKED FOR 

SENT TO JMCI VIDE 
LETTER NO. 8i DATE 

REMARKS 

! i 

i 

File No. 12(226) /56-PM 

Refer Para- 5(a) of letter 

JMCI was informed vide 
PMO letter N0.915/U/C/2/ 
2000- Pol dated 04.07.2000 
that the file has been 
destroyed. 

Receipt of PMO letter 
dated 04.07.2000 was 
acknowledged by JMCI 
vide letter No. JMCI/ 
Documents/99-2000/37/ 
153 dated 11.07.2000. 

2. 

File No,23(156)/51-PM 

Refer Para-5(b) of letter 

JMCI was informed vide 
PMO letter No.915/ll/C/2/ 
2000- Pol dated 04.07.2000 
that the file has been 
destroyed. 

Receipt of PMO letter 
dated 04.07.2000 was 
acknowledged by JMCI 
vide letter No. JMCI/ 
Documents/99-2000/37/ 
153 dated 11.07.2000, 

3. 

Papers about 'Some 
further contemporary 
official documentary 

records' as admitted by 
Late Morarji Desai in 
Parliament on 28.08.1978 

Refer Para-5(c) of letter 

JMCI was informed of the 
factual position vide PMO 
letter No.915/ll/C/2/ 

2000- Pol dated 22.03.2002 
that the file has been 
destroyed. 

The position was also 
explained vide Affidavit 
dated 18.12.2001, 

forwarded to JMCI vide 
letter N0.915/11/C/5/ 
2000- Pol dated 19.12. 
2001 

4. 

File No. 2(381) /60-66* 
PM [and not as 
21(381 )/6Q-66-PM] 

Refer Para-5(h) of letter 

JMCI was informed vide 
Affidavit dated 29.11.2000 
[Para- 12] that the file is not 
traceable and that the 
renewed efforts to trace 
the same have not borne 
fruit. 

Receipt of Affidavit 
dated 29.11.2000 was 
acknowledged by JMCI 
vide their letter No. 
JM Cl/ Meeting-Hearing/ 
99-2000/57/389 dated 
06.12.2000. 

5. 

File No. 870/1 1/P/ 16/ 
92-Pol 

Refer Para- 7(a) of letter 

Photocopy of the entire file 
was sent to JMCI vide PMO 
letter No.915/ll/C/2/2000- 
Pol dated 25.07.2000. 

Receipt of PMO letter 
dated 25.07.2000 

alongwith said file was 
acknowledged by JMCI 
vide their letter No. 
JMCI/Meeting- 
Proceedings (Follow up) 
/48/181 dated 

02.08.2000. 
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6. 

File N0.2/64/78-PM 

Refer para-7(b) of letter 

Photocopy of the entire file 
was sent to JMCI vide PMO 
letter NO.915/11/C/2/2000- 
Pol dated 04.07.2000. 

Receipt of PMO letter 
dated 04.07.2000 

aiongwith said file was 
acknowledged by JMCI 
vide letter No. JMCI/ 
Documents/99-2000/37/ 
153 dated 11.07.2000. 

7. 

File NO.870/U/P/11/ 
95-Pol 

[and not as 

870/ li/P/95-Pol] 

Refer Para-7(c) of letter 

Photocopy of the entire file 
was sent to JMCI vide PMO 
letter No.915/ll/C/2/2000- 
Pol dated 25.07.2000. 

Receipt of PMO letter 
dated 25.07.2000 

aiongwith said file was 
acknowledged by JMCI 
vide their letter No. 
JMCI/Meeting- 
Proceedings (Follow up) 
/48/181 dated 

02.08.2000. 

8. 

File No. 23(ll)/56/57- 

PM 

Refer Para- 14 of letter 

i 

Photocopy of the entire file 
was sent to JMCI vide PMO 
letter No.915/ll/C/2/2000- 
Pol dated 04.07.2000. 



Receipt of PMO letter 
dated 04.07.2000 

aiongwith said file was 
acknowledged by JMCI 
vide letter No. JMCI/ 
Documents/99-2000/37/ : 
153 dated 11.07.2000. 


Further, in the Affidavit dated 18.12.2001 signed by Joint Secretary, PMO, it has 
already been stated that "whatever fifes belonged to this office and could be 
located in our office records have already been made available to the 
Commission. We are not aware to which Ministry and Department 
remaining files/documents belonged" 




cTR : TT^hf 

Grams : ARCHEION 


F.No.9-2(5)/200 1 -P. A. 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES, 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 


JANPATH NEW DELHI-110001 


Dated the 


*7'"0DT 


To 




Shri U.K. Kalra 
Director, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, 

New Delhi 


Subject:- Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


beyond 14.11.2004. 



Sir, 


Please refer to your letter No.W11034/18/98-IS(V)/NCB-II (Part-II) dated 
September 17th, 2004, on the aforementioned subject. 

As regards matter (Para 5(d)) relating to National Archives of India in the letter 
received from Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, I would like to inform 
you that this department has already provided xerox copies of INA file No.273 to the 
Hon’ble Commission vide our letter No.F.9-2(I9)/99-PA dated 19 th May, 2000 & they 
have also acknowledged the receipt of the same alongwith other files vide their letter 
No .JMCI/Meeting/99-2000/48/106 dated 5 th June, 2000(copies enclosed). 

Further, I would like to inform you that reference about supply of xerox copies of 
the aforementioned file along with other files to Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
was again given this Department letter No.F.9-2(5)/2001-P.A. dated 13 th July, 2001 
addressed to Ministry of Home Affairs and copy of same was endorsed to the Secretary of 
the Hon’ble Commission. 





(S.M.R. Baqar) 
Deputy Director of Archives. 
Government of India. 
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S ,M.R .RACjAR, 

Deputy Director of Archives 


Tel, No. i 3309027. 
Fax .Ik, J 3304127. 


^ Vu-vi ouoJ 


D.Q.Nq.-F.9~2U9)99.PA, 


g 9 MW 2000 


Dear Shri Senguptn, 

Kindly refer to your letter No . JMCI/Admn./ 99-2000/3 
dated 10.05.2000. As desired, I am enclosing herewith xnror. 
copies of 3 I.M.A, files bearing F.No.249/INA, F.No.273/lIJ\ 
and F»No.282/INA for your kind perusal. 


With kind regards. 


Yours sincerely , 



Enel,- 3 vols 


Sh , P.K. Sengupta , 

WDHJ3, Secretary, 

Justice Nbkherjeo Commission 
of Inquiry. 

* B 1 Block (3rd Floor), 

11/A, Mirza Qiallb Street, 
Calcutta-700007,. 
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Justice Mukherjee Comiyiission of Inquiry 

Foil INQUIRY [NrOTilEALUIGJSU DlSAPPPAIlANCEQF 

Netaji Suujias Chandra Nose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Glialih Slrccl, Calcutta 7UQ 087 



Hiqjic: 

21 G-2? 6 5-60 k 21G-2EJ35 

Fax : 

21 G-27G6 
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No. JMCI/ Meeting/99-2000/ .48/ 106 Calcutta, dated, the 05.06.2000. 

1 , , , 

'i • From : Shri M. Roy. IAS, (Retd.), 

Officer on Special Duty 

To : s hri S.M.R, Baqar, 

Deputy Director of Archives 
National Archives, 

Governmen t of India , 

Janpath, 

New Delhi-110001. 

Sir, 

I am directed to refer to your D.O. No . F-9 -2 ( 19 )/99 P/ 
dated 19th May, 2000 and D.O. of even No. dated 31.05.2000, 
which has been wrongly typed as 31.05.99, and acknowledge 
receipt of the Xerox copies of 12 files (3+9) bearing 
Np. (1) F .No « 249/ 1 NA , (2) F ,No , 273/lNA , (3) F , No . 282/lNA , 

(4) F . No . 8/ 1 5/ 46-Poll (1), (5) F. No » 16/ 3/ 4 5-Poll , 

(6) K F . No . 8-18/ 4 6 -Poll , (7) F. No. 8-2/47 Poll (I), 

(8) F.NO. 138/INA, (9) F . NO . 265/lNA-P t . I , (10) F.N0.379/INA 

Pt. LXXIX, (11) F.No.75/lNA, and (12) as also a copy of 
one speech dated August 18, 1945 of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose , 





1 

\ 

\ 

\ 


I am further directed to say that those copies of 
files/documents are being scrutinized for verification 
of the contents thereon. 

Yours faithfully, 

^ A 7 " 

OS'. 6 - r r 

(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


No. VI/1 1 034/18/98-IS(V)/NCB-II(ParMI) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi, dated the October, 13 ,2004 


To 


( 1 ) The Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, 

New Delhi.( Attention: Shri L.D. Ralte, Director(CNV) 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.11.2004. 


Sir, 


I am directed to refer to this Ministry’s letter of even number dated 

17.9.2004 forwarding letter No.JMCI/Admn/99-2000/3 2(11)/ 196, dated 

07.9.2004 on the subject mentioned above and to say that the Commission 
has sought extension on various grounds/reasons showing pending issues 
against MEA, PMO, MHA, and NAI. 

It will be very much appreciated if the comments/views on the 
issues/reasons concerning your Ministry/Departments may be furnished to 
this Ministry to enable us to take further action in the matter. 

This may be treated as Most Uregent. 


* WTtf fls*n 

ISSUED 


Yours faithfully. 


1 ' 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Subject : Extension of term of Justice M.K.Mukerjee 
Commission of Inquiry beyond 14.11.2004. 

MHA may kindly refer to their U.O. note no. 
VI/ 1 1034/ 18/98-IS(V)/NCB-II, dated 17.09.2004 and 
13.10.2004, seeking inputs for processing case for further 
extension of term of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry (JMCI) beyond 14.11.2004. 

2. Parawise comments on items relevant to the Ministry of 
External Affairs are given in the enclosed shee f 



(L.D.Ralte) 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


'"''Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri U.K.Kalra, Director, NCB-II 
Section), North Block, New Delhi, 

MEA U.O no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XII, dated 2 1 October 2004 



ANNEXURE 


CURRENT STATUS OF VARIOUS ISSUES PERTAINING TO MEA RAISED IN 

JMCI LETTER NO. JMCI/ADMN/99-2000/32{ii)/196 DATED 07 

SEPTEMBER 2004 


PARA 6 |a): 

JMCI query regarding result of inquiry initiated by the Viceroy [Official 
paper-bearing No.5190- an extract from a Note of Discussion between 
Lord Waveil, trte then Secretary of State and R. Arthur Henderson held on 
27 August 1945} 

* PRESENT STATUS IN MEA: 

Relevant details, and copies of documents obtained from our Mission in London, 
as indicated below, were forwarded to JMCI vide our letter no. 25/4/NGO- 
Vol.XII, dated September 30, 2004. 

Details : 

A representative of our High Commission in London made visits to the British 
Library and National Archives to obtain information on the issues raised by the 
JMCI. An exhaustive search was made with the help of Research Advisers at 
both the places, to locate the relevant information, on the electronic, microfilms 
as well as printed material like old files and books. However, the representative 
could not find any relevant material relating to the Inquiry initiated by the 
Viceroy as mentioned in document no.5190. Similarly, there was no mention 
about Netaji or the INA in the secret files from Churchill’s private office papers 
that were available at the National Archives. The following papers having some 
information on Netaji and the INA were photocopied and have been passed on to 
the JMCI:- 

Extract from New Scotland Yard Report No. 305 dated 29.8.45 
Extracts from Note by Military Intelligence dated 14.9.45 
Loose Minute of MI2 regarding Death of Netaji dated 20. 1 .47 
Statement of Mr. Yoshimi, Medical Captain of the Imperial Japanese 
Army on the death of Netaji 


PARA 6 (b to el & PARA 7 (a to cl: 

These matters appear to have been handled in MHA / PMO files under Khosla 
Commission. 

JMCI LETTER NO. JMCI/RECORDS/NI 99-2000/37(lV)/ 170 DATED 26 

AUGUST 2004 

/Regarding photo-copy of note dated 2.12.1954 of Shri 
MO.Mathai .} 

• PRESENT STATUS IN MEA: 

Available records in MEA are being scrutinized and reply is being 
processed separately in this regard. 


JMCI LETTER NO. JMCI/EO/2002003/83 (iii)/93 DATED 28.06.2004. 
[Regarding confirmation whether Chief Priest ofRenkoji Temple has been 
formally requested to make available the alleged ashes to the 
experts...,...] 

• PRESENT STATUS IN MEA: 

JMCI has already been informed vide Ministry’s letter no, 25/4/NGO-XI 
dated 31 May 2004 that Rev Mcchizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo had conveyed to our Ambassador in Tokyo that even 
though he has reservations from the spiritual angle, he has no objection 
to a DNA test being conducted on the mortal remains in his custody. It 
was further conveyed that if the DNA test confirms the remains to be 
those of Netaji, he would be willing to hand over to India the casket 
containing the ashes, but he would also like to keep a portion of the 
remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, 

JMCI was also informed therein that a formal request would be made to 
the Head Priest, once the decision to conduct the DNA test is finalised. 


• PROPOSED VISIT OF JMCI TEAM TO RUSSIA 

The Indian Embassy in Moscow had initiated action for making arrangements 
for the visit as required by the JMCI. The Russian Institute of Oriental Studies, 
Moscow who had been approached for a meeting, had requested that the dates 
of the JMCI team’s visit be reconfirmed urgently, particularly in view of the 
scheduled meeting that was slated to take place at the Institute on September 
22, 2004, The Institute had emphasised that an earliest possible reconfirmation 
on this would assist them in sending out in time, invitations to concerned 
scholars for the meeting. It was been pointed out that many of these scholars 
are from places outside Moscow. 

Subject to final convenience of the JMCI team to arrive in Moscow on 
September 21, 2004, the meeting at the IOS, Moscow was tentatively scheduled 
on September 22, 2004 while the meeting with Prof. Y.V.Vassilkov of IOS in 
St. Petersburg was scheduled on September 23, 2004. 

Our Mission in Moscow was awaiting confirmation from the Russian Foreign 
Office with regard to the JMCI request for access to Archives in Russia at that 
time [The Russian Foreign Office has subsequently informed that the 
information sought on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was not found in the 

Central Archives of the Federation Security Service of Russia- This has 
been conveyed to JMCI]. 

It was informally conveyed by Secretary JMCI that the visit of the team to 
Russia was being postponed indefinitely and that the Team’s visit to only select 
Asian countries viz. Singapore, Taipei, Saigon, Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur, 
was being contemplated from November 15-30, 2004. 


• PROPOSED VISIT OF JMCI TEAM TO SINGAPORE, TAIPEI. SAIGON. 

BANGKOK AND KUALA LUMPUR FROM NOVEMBER 15-30. 2004. 

Our Missions in Singapore, Hanoi, Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur were 
informed of the proposed visit of the team and have been requested to make all 
necessary logistic arrangements like accommodation, transport etc. Both MHA 
and JMCI have also been regularly updated with the feedback received from the 
respective Indian Missions, as under:- 

BANGKOK: 

While confirming that the requisite arrangements will be made for the team’s 
visit, our Mission in Bangkok has also conveyed that one Mr. Kapasi, who is the 
only person to have responded to the public notice issued by the Mission, will 
be in a position to give information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and will be 
in Bangkok during the period 15-30 November, 2004. 

SINGAPORE: 

Meanwhile our Mission in Singapore has indicated that no worthwhile purpose 
is likely to be served by the proposed visit of the JMCI team, as the Mission 
does not have any substantive meetings to arrange. The following reasons have 
been cited in this regard:- 

• The Notices brought out by the Mission in the English, Tamil and 
Mandarin language dailies in Singapore in October 2003, did not elicit 
any significant response, except for a phone call from a local resident 
who conveyed that he had already submitted his views and evidence to 
Justice G.D.Khosla in 1971. A copy of his evidence received by fax in the 
Mission was forwarded to JMCI vide No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.X, dated 24 
February 2004. 

• The Singapore Foreign Ministry had also separately informed our High 
Commission in Singapore that they • did not have any information 
regarding the existence of an Indian National Army office in Singapore. 

• The Mission had made unsuccessful attempts to contact Mr. Joseph 
C. Pereira, a Singapore national who had provided feedback to our 
Mission in Ho Chi Minh City on the family of Mr. Gerald De Cruz 
(personal assistant to Netaji in Saigon during the period 1943 to 1945) 
and author of the book “Kojak Rebels”. [It may be mentioned here that 
our Mission in Yangon, Myanmar is making efforts to obtain a copy of 
the said book from Mr. Gerald De Cruz’s son- Mr. Simon Tensing De 
Cruz who is presently Singapore’s Ambassador to Myanmar], 

JMCI has been requested to reconsider its plan to visit Singapore. In case, it 
was felt that the team should indeed visit Singapore, JMCI has been requested 
to identify and intimate in advance, the specific meetings that are being sought 
by the team during its stay there, so that the Mission could be advised 
accordingly. 


KUALA LUMPUR: 


As regards the visit to Kuala Lumpur, it is pointed out to JMC1 that the 
National Archives of Malaysia (NAM) had clearly conveyed to the Indian High 
Commission in March 2004, that it was unable to furnish any information on 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. This was done after the Mission had taken up the 
matter again with the National Archives of Malaysia. A copy of the response 
received from the NAM was forwarded to JMCI vide letter no. D.O. No. 
25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated March 29, 2004. Earlier, Ministry had informed JMCI of 
the demise of Shri Amrik Singh Gill, formerly a member of the Indian National 
Army who was reported to be living in Kuala Lumpur. 

While the Mission had indicated that it will once again make an attempt to 
contact the National Archives of Malaysia and Shri Dato G.S.Gill {brother of 
deceased Shri Amrik Singh Gill) for more information, JMCI has been requested 
to identify and intimate in advance, any other specific meetings that are being 
sought by the team during its stay in Kuala Lumpur, so that the Mission could 
be advised accordingly. It has been conveyed that the Mission will make logistic 
arrangements like accommodation, transport, reception etc. for the JMCI team 
on receipt of the final travel programme. 


SECRET 
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COPY NO: 


NOTE FOR THE CABINET 




Subject: Extension of_ the term of the Justice Mukherjee Commission 

of Inquiry to 'enquire into the alleged disappearance of_ Netaji Subhas 

Chandra Bose 


L Introduction 


/ 


1.1. As the report regarding the death of Netaji in a plane crash on 
18.08.1945 was not universally accepted, it was decided, in April, 1956, 
to institute an inquiry committee, headed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, a 
close associate of Netaji, to ascertain the truth. The committee came to 
the conclusion that Netaji had died in the plane crash and his mortal 
remains were kept in Renkoji Temple in Japan. This finding was 
accepted by the Government but it was not accepted by some sections of 
the people. 


1.2. Following persistent demands by a number of Members of 
Parliament for a fresh enquiry, a Commission of Inquiry, headed by 
Justice G. D, Khosla, was appointed in July, 1970. Justice Khosla 
Commission also concluded that Netaji had died as a result of the plane 
crash. The Cabinet accepted this finding in August, 1974, but it did not 
again receive universal acceptance. 


\°p^ 

$£c%zr 


1.3. The matter continued to be raised in the Lok Sabha on a number of 
occasions with demand for a fresh inquiry. The question of bringing 
back Netaji’s mortal remains was also raised. It was felt that this could 
be done only if public opinion favoured it. 

1.4, In April, 1998, one, Shri Rudra Jyoti Bhattacharya, filed a writ 
petition in Kolkata High Court, demanding a fresh inquiry into Netaji’s 
disappearance. The Kolkata High Court in its verdict dated 30.04.1998, 
issued directions for a vigorous enquiry by appointing, if necessary, a 
Commission of Inquiry as a special case for the purpose of giving an end 
to this controversy. 


1.5. The West Bengal Assembly also, on 29.12.1998, adopted a motion 
ft demanding : 

“that the Government of India should make necessary arrangements for 

availability of records and documents in and outside India so that the 

scholars and people could have access to them and also to institute a 
* 

fresh inquiry commission in order to remove the mystery regarding the 
whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose” 

1.6. The State Government of West BengaMecommended setting up of 
an inquiry into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose. 

1. 7. A meeting of eminent persons, was convened by the then Union 
Home Minister on 25.3.1999, to discuss the manner in which action 


t 
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could be taken to give effect to the directions of the Kolkata High Court 
and motion of West Bengal Legislative Assembly. It was felt that, in 
order to take the matter to its logical end, it would be advisable to set up 
another Commission of Inquiry for the purpose of arriving at a definite 
conclusion. A note was, accordingly, prepared for consideration of the 
Cabinet. 



2. Appointment of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


2.1. The Cabinet, in its meeting held on 28-04-1999, considered a 
proposal submitted by the Ministry of Home Affairs, for appointment of 
a Commission of Inquiry under Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry 
Act, 1952, to inquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
-ft! Chandra Bose. A copy of the note considered by the Cabinet on 28-04- 
1999 is enclosed (Annexure-I), The Cabinet approved the proposal and a 
Commission of Inquiry under Justice M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of 
the Supreme Court of India, was appointed vide notification dated 14- 
OS- 1999 (copy enclosed as Annexure-II) 

3. Terms of reference of the Commission 

3.1 The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry is required to inquire 
into all the facts and circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose during 1945 and subsequent developments 
connected therewith, including the following:- 

(a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 


? 
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(b) if he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as alleged; 

(c) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji; 

(d) whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, if 
so, when and how; 

(e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 



3.2. The Commission is also required to examine the manner in which 
the exercise of scrutiny of publications touching upon the question of 
death or otherwise, of Netaji can be undertaken by the Central 
Government in the circumstances. 


4. Time frame for completion of the work by the Commission 

'ft 

4.1 In the notification dated 14-05-1999 regarding the appointment of 
the Commission, it was stated that the Commission will submit its report 
as early as possible but not later than six months from the date of 
publication of the notification. The term of the Commission has, 
however, been extended regularly from time to time, based on requests 
received from the Commission. The present extension will end on 14-11- 
2004. 


4 . 


5. Expenditure incurred by the Commission 

5.1 The expenditure incurred by the Commission, year- wise, since its 
inception, is as under 


Sl.No. 

Year 

Expenditure 
incurred(Rs. in lakh) 

1 . 

1999-2000 

17.57 

2. 

2000-01 

29.24 

3. 

2001-02 

33.67 

4. 

2002-03 

33.29 

5. 

2003-04 

33.91 


During the current year, 2004-05, the expenditure incurred upto 
September, 2004 is Rs. 19.68 lakh against a budget provision of Rs 50 
lakh. 


6. Proposal submitted by the Commission for further extension 

6.1 The Commission has, vide its letter dated 07-09-2004(copy enclosed 
at; Annexure III) , informed that it is not in a position to complete its 
inquiry within the stipulated period of 14-11-2004. The Commission has 
requested for a further extension of one year beyond 14-11 -2004. 

7. Clarification obtained from the Commission 

7.1 In connection with the proposal for further extension of the 
Commission’s term, the Commission was requested to specifically 
indicate the extent of work done by the Commission so far, work 
remaining to be done and the projected time frame for completion of the 
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inquiry. The reply received from the Commission on these points is 
briefly indicated in the succeeding paragraphs. 



7.2. Extent of work done 

In this regard, the Commission has informed as follows-. - 

(a) Total number of documents marked as exhibits : 857 

(b) Total number of materials marked as material exhibits : 97 

© Total number of witnesses examined : 1 19 


(d) Number of affidavits filed by deponents : 73 

(e) Number of deponents and co-deponents in the affidavits 

at serial number (d) above : 79 

( f) Many voluminous documents/printed matters/ 

books including foreign documents and those received 
from Government of India and the Government of 
West Bengal have been examined. 


7.3. Work remaining to be done by the Commission 

In this regard, the Commission has informed that: 

(i) The present whereabouts of the relevant witnesses examined 
earlier outside India as also of those mentioned anew reportedly 
living abroad are yet to be received by the Commission; 

(ii) The Commission is yet to receive certain documents from 
foreign countries; 

(iii) The Commission proposes to visit some relevant foreign 
countries such as Russia, Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia 


$ 


and Singapore, for examination of witnesses and documents 
available in those countries; 

(iv) The evidence of the remaining Indian witnesses including 
Indian experts is to be taken; 

(v) The deponents have to be extended opportunities to get copies 
of all the relevant documents, which have been called for by the 
Commission but are yet to be received. Thereafter, the 
deponents have to be given opportunities to offer their 
arguments; 

(vi) DNA testing of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji kept in the 
Renkoji Temple in Japan is yet to be done. 

7.4. Projected time frame for completion of inquiry 

The Commission has intimated that it is likely to prepare its report 
within a period of about three months after the completion of the 
work remaining to be done. 

7.5. The Commission has indicated that, because of the following 
constraints, it is not able to project a fixed time frame for completion of 
its inquiry and has requested the Government of India to give further 
extension of one year beyond 14.1 1.2004: 

i) The subject matter of enquiry is more than half a century old; 
the country in which the alleged air crash took place, has no 
diplomatic relations; the places where the relevant witnesses 
and documentary evidences are likely to be available, are in 
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foreign countries, far away from India, and the desired 
re sponsqfof those foreign countries are not available. 

ii) The Commission is yet to get clearance in respect of 
Commission’s composite tour programme for Russian Union 
to enable it to examine the relevant archival documents and the 
relevant witnesses available there. 

iii) The Commission’s visit to Taiwan and other places in South 
East Asia, depends on the time of the proposed visit of the 
Commission to the Russian Union. 

iv) There has been little breakthrough in the vital matter of DNA 
testing of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose allegedly kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan, despite 
the efforts made by the Commission during the last two years. 

v) Particulars of suitable Indian scholars/students available in the 
USA to do the job of archival research at various American 
repositories of relevant historical documents relating to Netaji, 
are yet to be received. On identification of relevant documents, 
the Commission might visit USA. 

vi) The required documents/records/reports which are to be 
collected from the concerned Ministries/Departments, as also 
from foreign countries, are yet to be made available, failing 
which affidavits have to be filed indicating details of the 
efforts made to collect/procure them from the foreign 
countries and the circumstances under which those cannot be 
made available to the Commission. 


i 


r\ 

s, 

8. Comments on the points raised by the Commission 
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8.1 The Commission has been requesting various 
Ministries/Departments such as Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of 
External Affairs, Ministiy of Defence, PMO, Cabinet Secretariat, 

~ jv National Archives of India and IB to make available certain documents 
required by the Commission. All the available documents, classified or 
otherwise, relating to Netaji have already been made available to the 
Commission by these Ministries/Departments. In respect of the specific 
documents that are not available, necessary affidavits have been filed 
with the Commission by the concerned Ministries/Departments. The 
Ministries of External Affairs and Home, have also been providing 
necessary assistance for visiting foreign countries whenever necessary. 

8.2. It appears that the progress of work done by the Commission is 
slow and even after five and a half years, a lot of work still remains to 
be done. It will take a long time to complete the remaining work. For 
example, in the matter of DNA testing, even after two years of effort, 
the Commission has not been able to finalize the manner in which it will 
be done. Although, the Commission has asked for an extension of one 
year, it has also stated that it will take three months to prepare the report 

^ after completion of all the remaining work to be done. The reply of the 
Commission , therefore, is vague and the time frame indicated is open 
ended. There is little possibility that the Commission will be able to 
finalize its report in the foreseeable future. 

8.3. However, as the work of the Commission can not be allowed to go 
on indefinitely in an open ended time frame, it is proposed to set a time 
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limit of another six months beyond 14.11.2004 for the Commission to 
complete and submit its report. The Commission may be informed to 
submit its report within this period. 


9. Proposal for consideration 

■ -«# 

It is proposed to extend the term of the Commission for another six 
months beyond 14.1 1 .2004. It is further proposed that the Commission 
may be informed that no further extension will be allowed. It should 

complete and submit its report within this period. 

\ 

10. Approval of the Cabinet is solicited to the proposal contained in para 
9 above. 

11. A Statement of Implementation Schedule is at Appendix. 

12. This note has been seen and approved by the Home Minister. 






Dated, the November, 2004 


(Rakesh) 
Joint Secretary (Security) 
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No: VI/1 1034/1 8/98-IS-V(NCB) 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 




STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 

* 

Subject: Extension of tenure of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry set up to inquire into the alleged 

disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 




SI. 

No. 

Gist of the decision required 

Projected benefits/results 

— »■ ~ — ■ 

Time schedule fee manner of 

implementation/reporting to 

Cabinet Secretariat 

1 . 

2. 

Extension of the term of the 

Commission for another six months 
beyond 14.11.2004. 

To inform the Commission that no 
further extension will be allowed and 
should complete and submit its 
report within this period. 

The inquiry will clarify the 
position regarding the 

disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose 

It will restrict the time frame of 
the Commission and enable 
early submission of the report 

Notification will be issued 
immediately after the extension is 
approved by the Cabinet. 
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ahgita gairola 

„ JOINT SECRETARY 


GOVERNMENT ofc INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 





p,O.No, VI/11034/ 18/98. D( III) 


New Delhi# the 2 1st April# 1999 


I am sending herewith 45 copies each (in Hindi 
and English) of the Cabinet Note on appointment of a 
Commission of Inquiry to enquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. It is 
requested that this item may be included in the agenda 
for consideration by the Cabinet in its next meeting. 


With regards, 


... Q p^'° 



Shri P. Gopalakrishnan# 
Deputy Secretary# 
Cabinet Secretariat# 
Rashtrapati Bhavan# 

NEW DELHI. 






Yours sincerely# 


l 


( Sangita Gairola ) 
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“ . .. NOTE FOR THE CABINET 

Subject: Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry to enquire 
into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

* 

1. Background: 

1.1 Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, one of India's greatest 
sons, described as a "patriot of patriots” by Gandhiji, was 
fiercely committed to the cause of India's freedom. He 
believed that the British had to, and could, be driven away 
through armed action. He founded the Azad Hind Sarkar and 
led the Indian National Army ( INA) , in the fight against the 
British. He tirelessly moved from Malaya to Singapore, to 
Burma to Japan mobilising support and planning tactics and 
succeeded in getting Japan to extend its aid. He was on one 
of his missions when his airplane crashed immediately after 
take-off in Taihoku (Formosa), on 18 August, 1945. 

1.2 Netaji had by then created an undying image for 
himself amongst his countrymen and such was his aura, and 
the awe in which he was held, that the report of his demise 
in a hospital, following the crash, was not universally 
accepted and, in fact, there has been an agonising question 
mark over it . 

1.3 Government of India took note of the sentiment of 
millions of Indians who debated the veracity of the report 
of the aircrash and his subsequent death. It decided to 
institute an enquiry to ascertain the truth. In April, 1956, 
it was headed by Shri Shah. Natfai Khan, "*a close associate of 
Netaji, and it camprise'd Shri • Sislr^Bose and Shri S.N. 
Maitra. A majority of this committee, after a full enquiry. 
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concluded that Netaji had indeed died in the plane crash and 
his mortal remains were kept in Renkoji Temple in Japan. The 
Government accepted, J his finding but it was not accepted by 
some sections of our people. 


1.4 Demands were made by a number of Members of 

Parliament for a fresh enquiry. The Government of India, 
therefore, decided to set up a Judicial enquiry. In July, 
1970, Justice G.D. Khosla was appointed to head this 
Commission of Inquiry. He completed his enquiry and he also 
concluded that Netaji had died as a result of the plane 
crash. The Central Cabinet accepted the finding of this 
Commission of Inquiry in August, 1974. But once again thia 
finding did not gain universal acceptance such was Netaji 's 
persona and his popular charisma. 

' 

2. Subsequent development s-Response of Indian Prime 


Minister in 1978 : 


* 


2,1 Shri Samar Guha, M.P., one of those with whom the 

report of Netajl's demise did not carry credibility^ raised 
the matter in the Lok Sabha on a number of occasions and 
demanded another enquiry. On 28th August, 1978, Shri Morarji 

j 

Desai, the then Prime Minister, responded to this In the Lok 
Sabha by stating that: 


" the ma jo ri ty repo rt of the first Commi t tee and 
Shri Khosla held the report of the death as true. 
Since then, reasonable doubts have been cast on the 
correctness of the conclusions reached in the two 
repsorts and various important contradictions in 
the testimony of witnesses have been noticed. 'In 
the light of these dou-bts and contradictions and 

. ■ \ X - *■ 
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those records, Government finds it difficult to 
accept that the earlier conclusions are decisive. 
At the same time. Government feelB that no useful 
purpose would be served by having any further 
inquiry. I hope that In the light of this 
statement, my Hon. friend will withdraw his 
mot ion" . 

2.2 Shrl Samar Guha replied as follows:- 

"Sir, Today is a great day for the whole Indian 
people because a mortal sin, a treacherous crime 
that was committed against the epic hero of Indian 
freedom has been undone. If I say that Netaji wsb 
given burial, out of political conspiracy, it would 
not be an exaggeration. Although there was not an 
iota of doubt or any positive proof to the contrary 
that the plane crash was nothing but fake, and the 
alleged crash did not involve Netaji at all," 

% 

3. Immediate cause of action: 

•o ■ • i .. a : 

3.1 Much later arose the question of bringing back 

Netaji 's mortal remains from Japan. It was felt that this 
could be done only If public opinion favoured it. While 
efforts to build such a favourable public opinion about this 
were to be undertaken, one Shri Rudra Jyoti Bhattacharjee 
of Calcutta filed Writ Petition No. 281 in the Calcutta High 
Court in April, 1998 demanding a fresh enquiry into Netaji's 
alleged disappearance. A few other almost identical Writ 
Petitions were filed in the Supreme Court and the High 
Courts of Calcutta and Orissa. Thestr. -touched upon issues 

. -v _ 

like the 'posthumous' grant of the 'Bharat Ratna 1 to Netaji, 

contd. . . 4/- 






SECRET 


4 






■ 


PILE NO. VI/11034/18/90. D( III) 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOMET AFFAIRS 



**** 



whether he was declared a war criminal, under what 
circumstances his mortal remains can at at all be brought 
back to India, etc..\ 

3.2 The Calcutta High Court in its verdict dated 

30.4.1998 on the Writ Petition of Shri Bhat t acha rj ee issued 
directions for "a vigorous enquiry in accordance with law by 
appointing, if necessary, a Commission of Inquiry" as a 
special case for the purpose of giving an end to this 
controversy. The points on which the focus of the enquiry is 
to bo directed are as follows: 

"a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Is dead or 
alive; 

b) if he is dead whether he died in the plane 
crash, as alleged; 

c) whether the ashes in the ^Japanese Temple are 
ashes of Netaji ; 

d) whether he has died In any other manner at any 
other place and, if so, when and how; 

e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

4k 

The respondents shall follow for the said purpose 
the directions of this Court given in W.P. No. 1805 
of 1997 namely, to take the people of India in 
conf idence. 

Respondents shall at appropriate level examine/ 
scrutinise all publications' pertaining to the 
matter as above and p rosclpihe^ if necessary, all 

Contd . . 5/- 
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4* Resolution of West Bengal Legislative ASBQflbly: 


4*1 The West Bengal Legislative Assembly also, on 

29*12* 1998 t adopted a motion demanding; 


“that the Government of India should make necessary 
arrangements for availability of records and 
documents in and outside India so that the scholars 
and people could have access to them and also to 
institute a fresh enquiry commission in order to 
remove the mystery regarding the whereabouts of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 1 ' * 


The State Government has recommended setting up of 
enquiry into the mysterious d i sapp^Q ranee of Netaji 
Chandra Bose* Its letter Is at Append ix*-1 1 1 * 


avenues to meet the d evelopments-meetlng of 

etui ns.. 

opinion makers: 


Government of India 1 qo k ' -ftcvto. .of the judgement of 
High Court and the met, ftp n passed by the West 

■*> l >-J 5 . l " 
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such publications which appear touch the 

question of death or otherwise of Netaji if the 
same has the effect of disturbing the public order 
and causing incitement to violence. 


Respondents, if so advised, shall Inform all 
publication Houses to take its prior permission 
before any publication on the subject above is made 
and before granting such permission scrutinise in 
the manner as indicated above," 


The full text is at Appendix-II. 


SECRET 



5.2 Discussions in the meeting were based on the 

personal knowledge and experiece of those present, the 
findings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee and the Khosla 
Commission. It was ultimately felt that in order to take the 
matter to its logical end and that also once for all, it 
would be advisable to setup another Commission of Inquiry as 
a very special case for the purpose of arriving at a 
definite conclusion regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra Bobs. 


6, Proposed action plan: 


6.1 it is, therefore, proposed to appoint a Commission 

of Inquiry under Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry 
Act, 1952 to enquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The terms of reference of the 
Commission are contained in t he d raft' no t.i f i ca t io n which is 
at Appendix- IV, ' ' \ ; ' ' 

Co ntd . .7/- 








FILE NO. VI/11034/18/98. D( III) 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTYRY OF HOME AFf AIRS ' 


**** 


Bengal Legislative Assembly. A meeting of eminent persons 
was convened by the Union Home Minister on 25.3.1999 to 
discuss the manne r in which action be taken to give effect 
to the directions of the Calcutta High COurt and the motiun 
of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly. The invitees were 
close associates of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose as well as 
some other persons whose views would be crucial injtaking a 
decision in the matter. Those who attended are Col. G.S. 
Dhillon, Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, Justice (Retd) R.S. Narula, 
Dr. D.B. Kalmanksr, Shri Soli Sorabji, Attorney General of 
India and representatives of the Prime Minister's Office, 
Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Defence, 
Department of Education, Ministry of Law, and officials of 
the Ministry of Home Affairs. Col. Laxmi Sehgal who was 
invited^ could not attend, but she sent her views which were 
circulated to all those who attended the meeting. 
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6.2 It is also proposed that the Chief Justice of India 
may be approached to suggest the name of a suitable person 
from amongst retired Judges of High Courts or the Supreme 
Court of India to conduct the enquiry. 

6.3 It is further proposed to have a number of posts 
created viz one post of Chairman; one post of Secretary; one 
post of Officer on Special Duty and 21 other poste 
representing the supporting staff in the scales of pay 
indicated against each post in the statement at Appendix-V 
with a view to enable the Commission to commence functioning 
without undue delay. The number of posts projected at 
Appendix-V, depending upon the functional requirement once 
the Commission gets going, may go up further. This 
additional requirement of further posts also needs to be 
kept in view. 

7. Approval sought: 

7.1 Approval of the Cabinet is therefore solicited to 

the foilowing:- 

(i) Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry as 
proposed In para 6.1 and 6.2 above and; 

(ii) Creation of initial requirement of supporting 
staff for the Commission as contained in para 

6.3 above. 

8* A statement of implementation schedule is at 

Appendix- I . 
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9 The views of the Ministry of Law, Justice and 

Company Affairs were sought in the matter and are yet to be 
received. Their views may be ascertained in the meeting. 


Views of Ministry of Finance have been obtained 
f Appendix-VI) . The overall financial implication for the 
creation of posts as proposed at Appendix-V works out to 
approximately Rs, 38.80,000 p.a. Specific proposals for 
creation of posts would be moved on file separately to 
Ministry of Finance (Department of Expenditure) once the 
proposal is approved. 

11. This note has been seen and approved by the Home 

Minister. 


Date : 2!st:April, 1999 


Special 


1A 

(NIKHIL KtJflXR) 
Secretaryt ISP) 
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STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 


Subject : Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry to enquire into the alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


List of the decisions required Projected benefits/results 


Time schedule for manner 
implementation/reporting 
Cabinet Secretariat . 


Directions of the Cabinet are The inquiry will give an end to the 

solicited for appointing a Comm:.- controversy of alleged disappearance 
ssion of Inquiry under the Commi- of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
ssions of Inquiry Act, 1952 ( 60 
of 1952) to inquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and creation 
of posts with regard thereto. 

• H 


Steps for appointment of ' t 
Commission will be tal 
immediately on Cabinet approval. 



Special Secretary (IS 
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CONTENTS OF THE MOTION AS ADOPTED BY 
THE WEST BENGAL LEGISLATIVE .ASSEMBLY 
ON 24,11.98. 


i 


:hls House noteSjVfith grave concern- 

;tiac frie people and scholars of India are still in the dark 
ibcut the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Ihandca Bose during the Second World War: 

that different statements were made on the floors of 
.= r i t a me n t at different times regarding whereabouts of 
istaji Subhas Chandra Bose ; 

that the judicial pronouncements of the Supreme Court 

i 3 .id High Court in India created more suspicions In the 
inds of people of India regarding Netaji's alleged death 
Tn the plane crash: and 

that the records and documents in different countries 
&£ Europe, America, Far East and South East Asia and also 
India regarding the mysterious disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose after alleged plane crash have not been 
J sde available to the people and scholars of India. 

This House is of the opinion- 

that the report of the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
bse on an alleged plane crash has not "been proved beyond 
hubt; and 

that the report of the two Commissions of Enquiry set 
■? by the Government of India are not believed by the 
■ io ple and scholars of India. 

t This House, therefore, through the State Government 
‘ if, ands that the Government of India should make necessary 
Orangemen t s for availability of records and documents in 
‘ ^ outside India so that the scholars and people could 
| ve access to them and also to institute a fresh enquLry 
/Mission in order to remove, the mystery regarding the 
!r eahouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
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Government of West Bengal 
Department of Parliamentary Affaire 


"T 7“ 




pated ^th April. 19 ?9. ■ 


R.F i,. Kahlua, LAS 
taint Secretaiy. 

ftiriiuiiientary Atfairs Department. 
(jo\ t-mnit'iit of West Bengal. 

Sin i A K. PaitumJi, IAS 
Director. Internal Security, 
Miivixuy of Home Affaire, 
Government oflndia. 

FaNa Oil- 301 5750. 



fVau* letfill your telephonic conversation willi Principal Secretary, Home and . Ionic 
Civinune.it of West Bengal on 5fh April, 1999 regarding the setting up of £. 
*3*®i*tw of Iniquity into the mysterious disappearance ofNetaji Snbluis Chandra Bose. A 
rtgnniirie thift subject was adopted in the West Beneal Legislative Assembly on 
j wwi.i U I99f;‘ 

* . * 

Stale 1 Go venn unit re commands setting up of an inquire ’.:uto the^inyst rrio'an'" 
t? ot Netaii l ;iitil:as CliandraBose. 





Yours fait dully. 




*>A 

(R.P.S. Kahltc) 
Joint Secretary. . 

U 14 v* 
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(TO BE PUBLISHED IH PART II, SECTION 3, SUB SECTION(ii) OF THE 
GAZETTE OF INDIA, EXTR AOR DI NAR if DATED J 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

New Delhi, the 

S.0._ Whereas the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee and 

Khoala Commission of Inquiry appointed by the Government o£ 
India in April, 1956 and July, 1970 respectively to inquiro 
Into and to report to the Government of India on the 

circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas 

Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August, 1945 } hie 
reported death as a result of an air ctaft accident, and 
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to the 
conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose'met his death in an* 
air crash. 

And, whereas t lie re is a wide spread feeling among the 
public that the problem of finding the truth about Netaji'a 
death still remains. 

And, whereas there has been a consistent demand for a 
further Inquiry into the matter. 

And, whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed 

Government of India to launch a vigorous inquiry , if 

necessary by setting up of a Commission of Inquiry for the 

purpose of giving an end to the controversy. 

* 

And, whereas a resolution has been passed in West 
Jengal Assembly wherein a demand has been made for a further 
inquiry into the matter. 

. ' Y , 

And whereas the Central Government is of opinion tftat 
It is necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for ’-the 
rpose of making inquiry into a definite matter of a public 

iipoftane® / namely the disappearance of Netaji Subaah Chandra 

>:se in 19 4 5. 

Now, therefore, in exercise of powers conferred by 
action 3 of the Commission of Inquiry Act, 1952(60 of' 1952), 


FILE NO. VI/11034/18/98. D(III) 
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thi Central Government hereby appoints a Commission of Inquiry 
collating of 


1 ( The Commission shall inquire into all the facts and 
rcumatancefl related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
andra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments* connected 
Scewith including:- • 

(a) whether Netaji Subash Chandra Bose is dead or 
alive: 

(bj if he is dead, whether he died in the plant crash, 
as alleged; 

(c) whether the ashes In the Japanese temple are ashes 
of Netaji ; 

' (d) whether he ha 3 died in any other manner any 

other place and, if so, when and how; 

(e) if he is alive- in respect of his whereabouts 
ivt Ca*W 1 f'**’! -ttv*. t. 

.1 Scj?** Ksy a L— {VbUtsxH's-l H. h> tf"V\ 

a^-. Cr'-Rt t-'-K*-, ts tj *x.h*-h C ; 

The Commission shall submit its report to the Central 
wnment as soon as possible but not later than 6 months 
the date of publication of this Notification. 

The headquarters of the Commission shall be at New 
hi i and/or any other place determined by the Commission. 




The Central Government is of the opinion that, having 
>rd to the nature bf .the inquiry to be made and other 
Distances of the case, all the provisions of aub- 
tion(2), sub-section { 3 ) , sub-sect i on ( 4 ) and sub-section( 5 ) 
action 5 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 

should be made applicable to the said Commission and the 
III Government, in exercise of the powers conferred by 

i 

ect ion f 1 ) of the said section 5, hereby directs all the 
lions of the said sub-section (2) to (5) of that section 
apply to the Commission. 

(File Ho. V I/i 1034/1 8/90- IS ( V . HI ) 


( „ 
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Si. ■ 
No. 1 

Designation £ Scale of Pay 

Date 

No. of Post 

L. 

Chairman (Rs.30,000 fixed) 


l 

2. : 

Sec re tary(Rs. 14 ,300-18,300) 


1 

3. t 

Officer on Special Duty 
{Rs. 12, 750-16, 500) 


1 

4. 

i 

Court Master 
(Rs. 10, 000-15, 200 ) 


1 

5. 

1 

. Section Officer 
(Rs. 6, 500-10, 500) 


2 

6. * 

Assistant 
(Rs. 5, 500-9000) 


2 


. * * Accountant 1 

(Rs. 5, 500-9000) 

Cashie r . 1 

(Rs. 5 ,500-9000) 

'* Typist ' 2 

(Rs. 3, 050-4, 590) 

Principal Pvt. Secy. 1 

{Ra. 10, 000-15, 200) 

Private Secretary 2 

{Ra. 6, 500-10, 500) 

Steno G r'C ' 2 

1r 3-5, 500-9, 000) 

p eon 3 

* 2550-3200 ) 

V..’ . . . contd . ; . - 15/- 
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r 

(Ra. 2610-3540) 

* 


Safalwala " 
R3. 2550-3200) 






16 * Bailiff 


17. 


Process Server 


1 


* 

* 
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APPENDIX— VI 


File No. VI/11034/18/98. U(III) 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


CABINET NOTE ON APPOINTMENT OF A COMMISSION OF 
INQUIRY TO ENQUIRE INTO THE ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCE 
OF NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 


Analysis of the Comments received from Ministry of Finance/ 

Department of Expenditure 

S.No. Comments MHA's clarification 


1. Two enquiries, first in 1956 and 
second in 1970 have already been 
conducted holding that Netaji 
had died. It is doubtful if 
after a lapse of so many years 
a fresh enquiry would yield 
different results. The setting 
up of another Commission seems 
avoidable. 


The present Commission under 
the Commission of Inquiry Act 
is being proposed in compliance 
of the judgement of the 
Calcutta High Court on writ 
Petition No. 231 and a Mol ion 
adopted in rhe West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly on 
29.12.98, wh ; ch h an been duly 
recommended by che West Bengal 
Government - 


2. No tenure for the Commission of The draft notification (Appen- 
Inquiry has been prescribed. dix-IV) prescribes a term of 5 

This is required so as to months for the Commission, 

assess the financial implica- 
tions. 


3. Budgetary support required has 
not been indicated and is 
required to be brought out. 


4. In keeping with the Department 
of Expenditure's O.M. dated 
8.10.1987 relating to terms and 
conditions of retired judges 
appointed as Chairman/Members 
of Commissions of Inquiry, the 
pay scale for the Chairman 
would be Rs . 30,000/- only if 
he is a retired judge of the 
Supreme Court or Chief Justice 
of a High Court. 


SECRET 


Approximately, an amount of 
Rs. 38,80,000 per annum will be 
required on account of salary 
for the Chairman and other 
officers/staff mentioned in the 
statement at Appendix-V. 
However, this is the initial 
requirement for enabling the 
Commission to commence 
functioning, and may go up 
further depending on the actual 
requirement . 


The proposal contained in para 
6.2 viz. to appoint a person 
from amongst retired Judges of 
High Courts or the Supjlreme 
Court of India to conduct the 
enquiry is tentative and Vould 
depend on the approval of' the 
Cahinel- . 



Contd. . . 17/- 
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As regards creation of other 
ts , the proposal should be 
referred on file bringing out 
full functional justification 
for creation of each post duly 
aupported by matching savings. 


A specific proposal will be 
moved on file separately for 
the creation of the posts 
bringing out full functional 
justification for creation of 
each post and will be referred 
to the Ministry of Finance, 
Department of Expenditure, 
after approval in principle by 
Cabinet . 
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, Government of India in April* 1956 and July* 1970 respectively 
to inquire into and to report to the Government of India on 
the circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August, 1945, his 
reported death as a result of an air craft accident, and 
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to the 
« conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an 
air crash; *' 


m 


i 

i 

s'? 



i * 


And, whereas there is a wide spread feeling among the 
public that the issue of finding the truth about Netaji's 
death still remains ; 


further 


And, whereas there has been a consistent demand for a 
inquiry into the matter; 

' w * if' ^ - T- t r*i - 


And, whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed the 
Government of India for a vigorous inquiry in accordance with 
Law, if necessary, by appointing a Commission of Inquiry for 
the pncboee of giving an end to this controversy; 


And, whereas a Mot? on was adopted on 24.12.1998 by the 
West Bengal Legislative Assembly wherein a demand has been 
mode for a r?'*eh inquiry into the matter to remove the mystery 
regarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 


And whereas the Central Government is of the opinion 
that it is i.ecessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of waning an indeptn inquiry into a definite 
matter of a public importance, namely, the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945; 


Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by 
sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1352(60 of 1352), the Central Government hereby 
appoints a Commission of Inquiry consisting of Mr. Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India. 


I 
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(Part II — Sec. 3(h)] 


__ The Commission shall inquire into all the facts and 

circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Ch- iidra Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments 'connected 
therewith including:- 

(a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is -;dead or 
alive ; 

(b) if he is dead, whether he died in ttfe plane crash, 
as alleged; 

(c) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes 
of Netaji; 

(d) whether he has died in any other manner at any 
other place and, if so, when and how; 

(e) :.f he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

- .1 *7 j ; 

’ K‘ . - 

J' . ^ . r r " 

3. The Commission shall also examine the manner in which 

the exercise of Scrutiny of Publications touching upon the 
question of death or otherwise of Netaji can be undertaken by 
the Central Government in the circumstances. 


4. 


The Commission shall submit its report to the Central <■* 


Government as soon as possible but not later than six months | 
from the date of publication of this notification. 


5 . 


The headquarters of the Commission shall 
Delhi, and/or any other place as determined by the 


be at New 
Commission. 

"•• V 

6., The Central Government is of the opinion that, having 

regard to the nature of the inquiry to be made and other 
circumstances of the case, aTl the provisions of sub- 
section^), sub-sect ion( 3 ) , sub-section(4) and sub-section( 5 ) 
of section 5 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 
1952) should be made applicable to the said Commission and the 
Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred 
section(l) of the said section 5, hereby directs that 
provisions of the said sub-sections (2) to (5) of that 


by sub- 
all the 
section 


shall apply to the Commission. 


'i 


m 



: '* i • I -• J :•••;«• / 

[F. No. VI/1 1034/18/98-IS(D.III)] 
NKHIL KUMAR, Spl. Secy. 
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JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 

for Inquiry into the Alleged Disappearance of 
N ETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. 

‘H’ Block, (Third Floor) 

V\ Muza Ghalib Street, IColkata-700087 


Phone: 


• 2252-2835 
- 2252-2767 


Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer m 
Special Duty 
Office 

e-mail jmcinscb^cal3 .vsnl.net in 


- 2252-2765 
- 2252 - 2756/65 


No. JMCI/ADMN/99-2000(32(ll)/19fi September 07, 2004 

From P.K. Sengupla 
Secretary 

BY REGISTERED POST WITH A/D 
To 

Shri Rakesh 
Joint Secretary (IS) 

Ministry of Borne Affairs 
Government of India 
North Block 
New Delhi 110 001 


Sir, 








1 am directed to refer to Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Adnm-/99-2000/32(II)/443 
dated February 17, 2004 addressed to you soliciting further extension of the term of Justice 
M K. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for one year beyond May 14, 2004 for reasons 
explained and referred to in the said letter including those mentioned in Annexures ‘B’ and ‘C’ 
attached thereto. By Notification No. S.0.575(E) dated May 14, 2004 of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, published in the Gazette of India (Extraordinary) dated May 14, 
2004, the term of the Commission was extended for a further period beyond May 14. 2004 but 
not later than November 14, 2004. 

2. I am directed to state that the Commission is not in a position to complete its inquiry 
within November 14, 2004 as most of the reasons stated and referred to in the 
Commission’s aforesaid letter dated February 17, 2004 as also stated in its earlier 
proposals for extension of the term of the Commission, still hold good. 

3 . Though some of the hurdles could ultimately be removed in the past by diligent and 
persistent endeavours oiYhe Government of India on being untiringly pursued by the 
Commission for months after months and sometimes for years together, quite a 
number of other hurdles as explained and. referred .to in the Commission’s letter 
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No JMOl/Admn/9942 000/32(10/443 dated February 17, 2004 are yet to be removed 
not withstanding similar untiring and prolonged pursuance by the Commission. 

4 l am also directed to draw your attention to the matters of sub-paras 

(a),(b),(c),(d),(e),(g), and (i) of para 7 of the Commission’s aforesaid letter dated 
February 17, 2004 as also to the matters in para 3 of the Commission’s Status 
Report for June, 2004. and paras 4(a) and (b), 5, 7(a) and (b), 9, 10, and 14 of its 
Status Report for Augrst, 2004, which if read with the matters mentioned/reiterated 
m paras 5, 6, and " herein below, will fully explain why the inquiry of the 
Commission has essentially become a highly time-consuming exercise. Extracts of 
relevant paras of the Status Report for August, 2004 are enclosed. 

5. Some of the F i les/Reco rds/Documents of the Government of India which could not 
ultimately be furnished by them to the Commission in spite of persuasion by the 
Commission at e noted below 


47PI1 PS 



(a) File Nfo.l2(226)/56-PM reg; “Investigation into the circumstances 
leading to the death of Subhas Chandra Bose”. 

(b) 33 papere/notes from PMO’s file No.23(156)/51-PM reg “Disposal of 
properties of the IN A in the Far East.” 

(c) “Some further contemporary official documentary records” as admitted 
by Late Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister of India on the floor of 
the Lok Sabba on August 28. 1978 to “have also become available” 
(Reg : Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose). 

(d) The original notes and documents (or authenticated copies thereof) the 
extracts from which are available in the IN A File No.273 lying with the 
National Archives of India. The said file relates to the alleged death of 
Netaji on August 18, 1945 in a plane wash at Taihoku 

(e) The original or authenticated true copies of the document s/files/r eco rds 
produced/filed/ made exhibits before Khosla Commission and the 
affidavits filed by the Government of India before the said Commission 

(0 Volume Nos. XX and XXI of Justice Khosla Commission as also signed 
and authenticated Vo! Nos. I to XVUl, XIX and XXII of the said 


Commission. 
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(g) Almost ail original records of the proceedings of Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee of inquiry and almost all theevidenceYecorded by ‘it and the 
documents produced/made exhibits before the said Committee. 

(h) File No 2l(381)/60-66-PM regarding : “Proposal to bring Shri Subhas 
Bose’s ashes from Tokyo and to put up a memorial of him in front of 



Red Fort in Delhi 

(i) Almost all the cocuments referred to in the affidavit s/$u pp 1 etnent ary 
affidavits of diffe rent deponents. 

(j) Authenticated ropy of the report dated 31,12.1945 of Shri B.C. 
Chakravarty on alleged death of Netaji in alleged plane crash on August 
18, 1945 at Taihoku bearing counter-signature of Col, Stevenson and 
sent to the CSDIC. 

6, Some of the Records/Fiieal)ocuments/Report$ which could not be 
collected/procured from the foreign countries concerned by the Government of India 
as called for/requested by the Commission are noted below > 

(a) Classified relevant documents of the UK and the USA relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose could not be got declassified by the Government 
of India to make them (or authenticated copies thereoQ available to the 
Commission. 

(b) No reports have been received from the Govt, of India regarding 
documents sent earner by Shri Samar Guha to lire Stmcl Government 
which were acknowledged by them to have been received with the 
intimation that the Soviets were making inquiries. No report regarding 
the said documents and the said inquiries have been received from the 
Government of India. 

(c) Details of verification actually made by the Government of India and the 
outcome thereof regarding the news of imprisonment of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in Russia could not be reported to the Commission as 
called for by it. 

fd) Photographs taken of the scene of the alleged plane crash at Taihoku on 
August 18, 1945 as also photographs taken at the Hospital at Taihoku 
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after the aileyed death of Netaji were called for but not received from the 


Government of India 

tc) Jawaharlal Nehru's letters to the British Prime Minister during 1945 to 


1947. 

(f) The original report (or authenticated copy thereof) ot the Foreign 
Ministry, Government of India, marked as exhibit 29-1 before Justice 
Khosla Commission of Inquiry. 

(g) Micro-film/M i cro-Fiches of all documents relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Boj.c lying in the custody of CLVOffice of the Strategic 
Services were called for from the Government of India but not received. 

7. Some of the documents/reports/information etc. called for from the Government of 
India which could not be furnished to the Commission are noted below ; 

(a) Report regarding originals of the Radio Messages dated 26.12.1945, 
01.01.1946 and February, 1946 (no day of the month is mentioned) of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and the source of receipt of the said 
messages as mentioned at corpages 21 and 22 of the PMO’s confidential 
File No.870/1 l/P/16/92-Pol. on the subject, “Disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose - p.p.s. Reg:” 

(b) According to Secret Report No.lO/Misc. INA made in 1946 to the 
Wavell Government, ‘Nehru received a letter from Bose saying that he 
was in Russia and that he wanted to escape in India” (vide c.p s 16-20 
of PMO’s Secret File No.2/64/78-PM). The said letter or an 
authenticated copy thereof was not received from the Government of 
India though called for. 

(c) No report received from the Government of India regarding the action 
taken on the letter dated August 7, 1995 of Shri Amiya Nath Bose 
addressed to the then Prime Minister wherein Shri Bose stated, inter 
alia, that he was having conclusive evidence in his possession to 
establish that Netaji was alive in Soviet Union on July 22, 1946 (vide 
cor.pagc 427 of PMO’s Secret File No. 870/1 l/P/95-Pol.) 

8 Ln view of the facts and circumstances stated/referred to above, I am directed to 
request you to kindly take necessary steps for extension of the term of Justice M,K 
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In ( 1.0 Icticr No. IMC 1/R ecord s/N I V99-200C/3 7( [ V)/ V70 th^ed August 26, 2004 of the 
Secretary of the Co nr mission addressed to the Director (CNV). Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, his attention has been drawn to the photo-copy of the note 
dated 02 12 Id 5-1 of Shrl M.O. Mathai which was endorsed to the then Joint Secretary 
(AO), Shti Preni Krishan under P.M/s Sectt. U.O No. D/S 13170 dated 02.12.1954 as 
could be found in the photo-copy of the top secret File No 23(1 l)/56/57/PM of the 
P.M.’s office (Political Section) on the Subject, l TNA Treasure"' wherefrom it appears that 
the Ministry of External Affairs received a small amount of Rs.200/- and odd along with 
the ashes and other remains of “Late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose” from the Indian 
Embassy in Tokyo and the Director (CNV) has been requested to report on the following 
poin< s : 


i. When and und;r what circumstances were the alleged ashes of Netaji 
received by the Ministry of External Affairs from the Indian Embassy in 
Tokyo as mentioned in the aforesaid note dated 02. 12. 1 954 ? 


ii. Where were the ashes and other remains mentioned in the said note dated 
02,12.1954 preserved? 

iii, If not preserved, what did happen to those ashes and remains ? 

The reply of the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, is awaited. 





% 
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'\T*. 

(a) In The d.o. letter No.JM(:i/IiO/2002-03/83(iny93 dated 28-06.2004 addressed to 
the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, it has 
beers requested, inter alia : “It may be intimated whether the Chief Priest of 
Rcnkoji temple has been formally requested to make available the alleged ashes to 
t he experts who may be appointed by the Commission for D.N.A. test of the 
same. The Commission may also be informed whether any reply to such 
request, . . , has been received.” The Commission is yet to receive any reply of the 
Ministry of External A; fairs. Government of India to the aforesaid queries of the 
Commission. 

lb) The Commission is f till continuing its efforts to ascertain the prima facie 
feasibility of D.N.A. tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept 
in the Renkoji temple in Japan. 


jmci 
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9. With Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings (Follow Up)/99- 
2000/48(V)/166 dated August 26, 2004 addressed to the Joint Director, Intelligence 
Bureau, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India , a fresh list of 18 files 
available with the Intelligence Bureau on Micro-film purported to be relevant to the 
inquiry of the Commission has been sent to the said Joint Director who has been 
requested to get those files ready under intimation to this Commission to enable the 
Commission to examine those files without any more loss of time. Further intimation of 
the Intelligence Bureau in the matter is awaited. 


10 The Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, has again been 
requested to take effective steps so that the File No.lO/22/CM-68 is sent to the 
Commission without any further delay. He has also been requested that if the contents of 
the said file are still classified as Secret, the competent authority should be moved so that 
the file may be made available to the Commission at least for the perusal of the Hon’ble 
Chairman as was done earlier in the case of more than one file in respect of which 
privilege has heem nl aimed by the MimsKy of Home Affairs.. Government of India (vide 
d o. letter no JMCI/Record$/ND/99-2000/37(IV)/lQ6 dated July 12, 2004 of the 
Secretary addressed to the Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 
The response of the Ministry is still awaited. 

** * * ** 


H . JMC1 
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Nktaji $i iiiiiAS Chandra Bose 
‘B Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Chalib Street, KoLkata-700087 

io<tracts of Paras 4 _fa) and (bl. 5. 7 (a) and fb). 9. 10. an d 14 Status Report for August 2004 






** 


** 



* 






1 ( 0 A provisional progranme for visit of the Commission to Russia was sent to the 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, in Commission’ s’ d.o, letter 
No. JMCI/EO/2002- 2003/83 (IH)/ 1 1 2 dated July 21, 2004 of the Secretary 
addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India. Acknowledging the receipt of the said programme, the Director (CNV) in 
his d.o. letter No , 2 5/4/NGO-Vol. XII dated August 12, 2004 suggested ; "that the 
itinerary of JMCl’s visit to Russia including the dates of the visit should be 
finalized only after receipt of further inputs from our Mission in Moscow. We 
shall keep you updated in the matter”. No further communication of the matter 
has been received. The Ministry of External Affairs has been reminded by the 
Commission to take necessary action so that the Commission can visit Russia 
within September 30, 2004 or at best by the first week of October, 2004 to avoid 
the bitter winter of Russia vide Secretary’s d.o. letter No.JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/83(111)/ 186 dated August 30, 2004 addressed to the Director (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India. 

(b) In the Commission’s said d.o. letter dated August 30, 2004 it has also been stated 
that finalization of the programme of the Commission’s visit to Taiwan and some 
other places also depends on the time of the proposed visit of the Commission to 
Russia. 

5. The attention of the Director (CNV) has been drawn to Commission’s letter No. 
JMC 1/Over scas. / Witne5ses/2002*2003/70(liy J 88 dated 05.08.2003 addressed to the 
Joint Secretary, (CNV), wherein the latter was requested to send particulars of some 
suitable willing Indian scholars/ students of Post Graduate class available in the USA 
indicating/suggesting the rate of remuneration, if any, acceptable to them unless they 
would agree to do the job of archival research at various American repositories of 
relevant historical documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, free of 
remuneration for academic interest or for the love and respect for Netaji, In the 
statement forwarded by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India with 
their d.o. letter no, 25/4/NGO-VoI.XH dated August 18, 2004, it has been stated, inter 
alia ‘Our Mission in Washington has been requested to depute an Officer to look at 
the documents” Further development in the matter is awaited. 

** ** ** 
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November 14, 2001. 

C| Necessary Government Notification extending the term of the Commission for a 
further period of one year w.e.i. November 15, 2004 may kindly be communicated 
at an early date so that the Government of India may get adequate time to remove 
the hurdles mentioned/reforred to herein-before and the Commission may continue 
its inquiry without any break or interruption and may draw up its programmes for 
hearing in different places of India and abroad which are essentially warranted for 
proper completion of the inquiry of the Commission. 

Yours faithfully 


Enel : as stated above 



(P.K. Sengtipta) 
Secretary 


J* 






< \ 


Umesh Kalra 
Director(S) 
Tel: 23092998 
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Dear 


£ga ei , 

/fJk 

9 NOV 2004 

New Delhi dated 8.11 .2004 

£9 (0 39W 


I am sending herewith 60 copies in English and Hindi of the 
Cabinet Note for further extension of term beyond 14.11.2004 of Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry set up to enquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

As the term of the Commission is expiring on 14.11.2004, It is 
requested that this item may be included in the agenda for consideration 
by the Cabinet in its next meeting. 

With regards. 


Yours sincerely 



Shri K.L.Sharma 
Deputy Secretary , 
Cabinet Secretariat, 
New Delhi. 


(UMESH KALRA) 




to. 




4 / * 


- 

\ * 


SECRET 


1 

No. VI/1 1 034/1 8/98-D(III) 
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P. 


COPY NO 



NOTE FOR THE CABINET 


Subject: Extension of the term of the Justice Mukherjee 

Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the alleged 

disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


1. Introduction 

1.1. As the report regarding the death of Netaji in a plane crash on 
18.08.1945 was not universally accepted, it was decided, in April, 
1956, to institute an inquiry committee, headed by Shri Shah Nawaz 
Khan, a close associate of Netaji, to ascertain the truth. The 
committee came to the conclusion that Netaji had died in the plane 
crash and his mortal remains were kept in Renkoji Temple in Japan, 
This finding was accepted by the Government but it was not accepted 
by some sections of the people. 

1.2. Following persistent demand by a number of Members of 
Parliament for a fresh inquiry, a Commission of Inquiry, headed by 
Justice G. D. Khosla, was appointed in July, 1970. Justice Khosla 
Commission also concluded that Netaji had died as a 
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result of the plane crash. The Cabinet accepted this finding in August 
1974, but it did not again receive universal acceptance. 

1 . 3 . The matter continued to be raised in the Lok Sabha on a number 
of occasions with demand for a fresh inquiry. The question of 
bringing back Netaji’s mortal remains was also raised. It was felt that 
this could be done only if public opinion favoured it. 

1 . 4 . In April, 1998, one, Shri Rudra Jyoti Bhattacharya, filed a writ 
petition in Kolkata High Court, demanding a fresh inquiry into 
Netaji’s disappearance. The Kolkata High Court in its verdict dated 
30.04.1998, issued directions for a vigorous inquiry by appointing, if 
necessary, a Commission of Inquiry as a special case for the purpose 
of giving an end to this controversy. 

7.5. The West Bengal Assembly also, on 24.12.1998, adopted a motion 
demanding : 

“that the Government of India should make necessary arrangements 
for availability of records and documents in and outside India so 
that the scholars and people could have access to them and also to 
institute a fresh inquiry commission in order to 
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appointment of a Commission of Inquiry under Section 3 of the 
Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952, to inquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. A copy of the note 
considered by the Cabinet on 28-04-1999 is enclosed (Annexure-I). 
The Cabinet approved the proposal and a Commission of Inquiry 
under Justice M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court 
of India, was appointed vide notification dated 14-05-1999 (copy 


enclosed as Annexure-II). 


3. Terms of reference of the Commission 

3.1. The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry is required to 
inquire into all the facts and circumstances related to the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose during 1945 and 
subsequent developments connected therewith, including the 
following: - 

(a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) if he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as alleged; 

(c) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji; 
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(d) whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, 
if so, when and how; 

(e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

3.2. The Commission is also required to examine the manner in which 
the exercise of scrutiny of publications touching upon the 
question of death or otherwise, of Netaji can be undertaken by the 
Central Government in the circumstances. 

4. Time frame for completion of the work by the Commission 
In the notification dated 14-05-1999 regarding the appointment of the 
Commission, it was stated that the Commission will submit its report 
as early as possible but not later than six months from the date of 
publication of the notification. The term of the Commission has, 
however, been extended regularly from time to time, based on 
requests received from the Commission. The present extension will 
end on 14-11-2004. 
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5. Expenditure incurred by the Commission 
The expenditure incurred by the Commission, year-wise, since its 
inception, is as under 


Sl.No. 

Year 

Expenditure 

incurred(Rs. in lakh) 

1 . 

1999-2000 

17.57 

2. 

2000-01 

29.24 

3. 

2001-02 

33.67 

4. 

2002-03 

33.29 

5. 

2003-04 

33.91 


During the current year, 2004-05, the expenditure incurred upto 
September, 2004 is Rs. 19.68 lakh against a budget provision of Rs 
50 lakh. 



Page No. 6 of 44 


SECRET 


SECRET 


7 

No. VI/1 1 034/1 8/98-D(III) 

Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

6. Proposal submitted by the Commission for further extension 

The Commission has, vide its letter dated 07-09-2004(copy enclosed 
as Annexure III) , informed that it is not in a position to complete its 
inquiry within the stipulated period of 14-11-2004. The Commission 
has requested for a further extension of one year beyond 14-11 -2004. 

7. Clarification obtained from the Commission 

7.1 In connection with the proposal for further extension of the 
Commission’s term, the Commission was requested to specifically 
indicate the extent of work done by the Commission so far, work 
remaining to be done and the projected time frame for completion of 
the inquiry. The reply received from the Commission on these points 
is briefly indicated in the succeeding paragraphs. 

7.2. Extent of work done 

In this regard , the Commission has informed as follows : - 

(a) Total number of documents marked as exhibits : 857 

(b) Total number of materials marked as material exhibits : 97 

© Total number of witnesses examined : 1 19 
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(d) Number of affidavits filed by deponents : 73 

(e) Number of deponents and co-deponents in the affidavits 

at serial number (d) above : 79 

(f) Many voluminous documents/printed matters/ 

books including foreign documents and those received 
from Government of India and the Government of 
West Bengal have been examined. 

7.3. Work remaining to be done by the Commission 

In this regard, the Commission has informed that: 

(i) The present whereabouts of the relevant witnesses examined 
earlier outside India as also of those mentioned anew 
reportedly living abroad are yet to be received by the 
Commission; 

(ii) The Commission is yet to receive certain documents from 
foreign countries; 

(iii) The Commission proposes to visit some relevant foreign 
countries such as Russia, Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Malaysia and Singapore, for examination of witnesses and 
documents available in those countries; 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 


Subject: Extension of tenure of Justice Mukherjee Commission 

of Inquiry set up to inquire into the alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


SI.No, 

Gist of the decision required 

Projected benefits 
results 

Time frame and manner of 
\ implementation/reporting to 
Cabinet Secretariat 

1 . 

Extension of term of the 
Commission for another six 
months beyond 14.5.2005 

The inquiry will clarify the 
position regarding the 

disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

Notification will be issued 
immediately after the 

extension is approved by the 
Cabinet 


Rakesh) 
Joint Secretary (S) 
Telephone: 23093008 
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(iv) The evidence of the remaining Indian witnesses including 
Indian experts is to be taken; 

(v) The deponents have to be extended opportunities to get 
copies of all the relevant documents, which have been called 
for by the Commission but are yet to be received. Thereafter, 
the deponents have to be given opportunities to offer their 
arguments; 

(vi) DNA testing of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji kept in 
the Renkoji Temple in Japan is yet to be done. 

7.4. Projected time frame for completion of inquiry 

The Commission has intimated that it is likely to prepare its 
report within a period of about three months after the completion of 
the work remaining to be done. 

7.5. The Commission has indicated that because of the following 
constraints, it is not able to project a fixed time frame for completion 
of its inquiry and has requested the Government of India to give 
further extension of one year beyond 14. 1 1 .2004: 
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remove the mystery regarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose” 

1.6. The State Government of West Bengal also recommended setting 
up of an inquiry into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

1 . 7. A meeting of eminent persons, was convened by the then Union 
Home Minister on 25.3.1999, to discuss the manner in which action 
could be taken to give effect to the directions of the Kolkata High 
Court and motion of West Bengal Legislative Assembly. It was felt 
that in order to take the matter to its logical end, it would be advisable 
to set up another Commission of Inquiry for the purpose of arriving 
at a definite conclusion. A note was, accordingly, prepared for 
consideration of the Cabinet. 

2. Appointment of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
2.1. The Cabinet, in its meeting held on 28-04-1999, considered a 
proposal submitted by the Ministry of Home Affairs, for 
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i) 


ii) 


iv) 


The subject matter of inquiry is more than half a century old; 
the country in which the alleged air crash took place, has no 
diplomatic relations; the places where the relevant witnesses 
and documentary evidences are likely to be available, are in 
foreign countries, far away from India, and the desired 
response of those foreign countries are not available. 

The Commission is yet to get clearance in respect of 
Commission’s composite tour programme for Russian 
Union to enable it to examine the relevant archival 
documents and the relevant witnesses available there. 

The Commission’s visit to Taiwan and other places in South 

East Asia, depends on the time of the proposed visit of the 

) 

Commission to the Russian Union. 

There has been little breakthrough in the vital matter of 
DNA testing of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose allegedly kept in the Renkoji Temple in 
Japan, despite the efforts made by the Commission during 
the last two years. 
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v) Particulars of suitable Indian scholars/students available in 
the USA to do the job of archival research at various 
American repositories of relevant historical documents 
relating to Netaji, are yet to be received. On identification 
of relevant documents, the Commission might visit USA. 

vi) The required documents/records/reports which are to be 
collected from the concerned Ministries/Departments, as 
also from foreign countries, are yet to be made available, 
failing which affidavits have * be filed indicating details of 
the efforts made to collect/procure them from the foreign 
countries and the circumstances under which those cannot 
be made available to the Commission. 


8. Comments on the points raised by the Commission 

8.1 The Commission has been requesting various 

Ministries/Departments such as Ministry of Home Affairs, 
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Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Defence, PMO, Cabinet 
Secretariat, National Archives of India and IB to make available 
certain documents required by the Commission. All the available 
documents, classified or otherwise, relating to Netaji have already 
been made available to the Commission by these 
Ministries/Departments. In respect of the specific documents that 
are not available, necessary affidavits have been filed with the 
Commission by the concerned Ministries/Departments. The 
Ministries of External Affairs and Home, have also been providing 
necessary assistance for visiting foreign countries whenever 
necessary. 

8 . 2 . It appears that the progress of work done by the Commission is 
slow and even after five and a half years, a lot of work still remains to 
be done. It will take a long time to complete the remaining work. For 
example, in the matter of DNA testing, even after two years of effort, 
the Commission has not been able to finalize the manner in which it 
will be done. Although, the Commission has asked for an extension of 
one year, it has also 

Page No. 12 of 44 


SECRET 


SECRET 


13 

No.VI/1 1034/1 8/98-D(III) 

Gover n ment of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

1 

stated that it will take three months to prepare the report after 
completion of all the remaining work to be done. The reply of the 
Commission , therefore, is vague and the time frame indicated is open 
ended. There is little possibility that the Commission will be able to 
finalize its report in the foreseeable future. 

8.3. However, as the work of the Commission can not be allowed to 
go on indefinitely in an open ended time frame, it is proposed to set a 
time limit of another six months beyond 14.11.2004 for the 
Commission to complete and submit its report. The Commission 
may be informed to submit its report within this period. 

9. Proposal for consideration 

It is proposed to extend the term of the Commission for another six 
months beyond 14.11.2004. It is further proposed that the 
Commission may be informed that no further extension will be 
allowed. It should complete and submit its report within this period. 
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10. Approval of the Cabinet is solicited to the proposal contained in 
para 9 above. 

11. A Statement of Implementation Schedule is at Appendix. 

12. This note has been seen and approved by the Home Minister. 


Dated, the November, 2004 
To 

The Cabinet Secretariat, 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, 

New Delhi. 



cesh) 

Joint Secretary (S) 
Telephone No.2309 3008 
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STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 

Subject: Extension of tenure of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry set up to inquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


SI. 

No. 

Gist of the decision required 

Projected benefits/results 

Time frame and manner of 
implementation/reporting to 

Cabinet Secretariat 

1 . 

Extension of term of the 

Commission for another six months 
beyond 14.11.2004. 

The inquiry will clarify the 
position regarding the 

disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose 

Notification will be issued 
immediately after the extension is 
approved by the Cabinet. 

2. 1 

To inform the Commission that no 
further extension will be allowed and 
it should complete and submit its 
report within this period. 

It will restrict the time frame of 
the Commission and enable 
early submission of the report 



fM- 

- (RAKESH) 
Joint Secretary (S) 
elephone No. 23093008 
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NOTE FOR THE CABINET 

Subject: Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry to enquire 
into the alleged disappearance of Hetaji Subha s 
Chandra Bose- 

* 

1 . Backg round: 

1.1 Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, one of India's greatest 

sons, described as a "patriot of patriots" by Gandhiji, was 

fiercely committed to the cause of India's freedom. He 
believed that the British had to, and could, be driven away 
through armed action. He founded the Azad Hind Sarkar and 
led the Indian National Army { INA) , in the fight against the 
British. He tirelessly moved from Malaya to Singapore, to 
Burma to Japan mobilising support and planning tactics and 
succeeded in getting Japan to extend its aid. He was on one 
of his missions when his airplane crashed immediately after 
take-off in Taihoku (Formosa), on 18 August, 1945. 

1.2 Netaji had by then created an undying image for 

himself amongst his countrymen and such was his aura, and 

the awe in which he was held, that the report of his demise 
in a hospital, following the crash, was not universally 
accepted and, in fact, there has been an agonising question 
ma rk over it. 


SEC R E T 
COPY NO . 



1.3 Government of India took note of the sentiment of 

millions of Indians who debated the veracity of the report 
of the aircrash and his subsequent death. It decided to 
institute an enquiry to ascertain the truth. In April, 1956, 
it was headed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, a close associate of 
Netaji, and it comprised Shri Sisir Bose and Shri S.N. 
Maitra, A majority of this committee, after a full enquiry. 
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concluded that Netaji had indeed died in the plane crash and 
his mortal remains were kept in Renkoji Temple in Japan. The 
Government accepted this finding but it was not accepted by 
some sections of our people. 

1 . 4 Demands we re made by a number o f Members o f 

Parliament for a fresh enquiry. The Government of India, 
therefore, decided to set up a Judicial enquiry. In July, 
1970, Justice G.D, Khosla was appointed to head this 
Commission of Inquiry. He completed his enquiry and he bIbo 
concluded that Netaji had died as a result of the plane 
crash. The Central Cabinet accepted the finding of this 
Commission of Inquiry in August, 1974. But once again thiB 
finding did not gain universal acceptance BUCh was Netaji 's 
persona and his popular charisma. 

> . 2 . Subsequent development s-Response of India’s Prime 

Minister in 1978: 

2.1 Shri Samar Guha , M.P. , one of those with whom the 

report of Netaji's demise did not carry credibility^ raised 
the matter in the Lok Sabha on a number of occasions and 
demanded another enquiry. On 28th August, 1978, Shri Morarji 
Desai, the then Prime Minister, responded to this in the Lok 
Sabha by stating that: 

"the majority report of the first Committee and 
Shri Khosla held the report of the death as true. 
Since then , reasonable doubts have been cast on the 
correctness of the conclusions reached in the two 
repsorts and various important contradictions in 
the testimony of witnesses have been noticed. In 
the light of these doubts and contradictions and 
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accept that the earlier conclusions are decisive. 
At the same time. Government feels that no uBeful 
purpose would be served by having any further 
inquiry. I hope that in the light of this 
statement, my Hon. friend will withdraw his 
motion". 



2.2 Sh rl Samar Guha replied as follows:- 

"Sir, Today is a great day for the whole Indian 
people because a mortal sin, a treacherous crime 
that was committed against the epic hero of Indian 
freedom has been undone. If I say that Netaji was 
given burial, out of political conspiracy, it would 
not be an exaggeration. Although there was not an 
iota of doubt or any positive proof to the contrary 
that the plane crash was nothing but fake, and the 
alleged crash did not involve Netaji at all." 

I 

3. Immediate cause of action: 


3.1 Much later arose the question of bringing back 

Netaji 's mortal remains from Japan. It was felt that this 
could be done only if public opinion favoured it. While 
efforts to build such a favourable public opinion about this 
were to be undertaken, one Shri Rudra Jyoti Bhat t acha rjee 
of Calcutta filed Writ Petition No. 261 in the Calcutta High 
Court in April, 1998 demanding a fresh enquiry Into Netaji's 
alleged disappearance. A few other almost identical Writ 
Petitions were filed in the Supreme Court and the High 
Courts of Calcutta and Orissa. These touched upon issues 
like the 'posthumous' grant of the 'Bharat Ratna' to Netaji, 
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whether he wes declared a war criminal, under what 
circumstances his mortal remains can at at all be brought 
back to India, etc. 

3.2 The Calcutta High Court in its verdict dated 

30, 4.1998 on the Writ Petition of Shri Bhat tacharjee issued 
directions for "a vigorous enquiry in accordance with law by 
appointing, if necessary, a Commission of Inquiry” as a 
special case for the purpose of giving an end to this 
controversy. The points on which the focus of the enquiry is 
to be directed are as follows: 

”a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or 
alive ; 

b) if he is dead whether he died in the plane 
crash, as alleged; 

c) whether the ashes In the Japanese Temple are 
ashes of Netaji ; 

d) whether he has died in any other manner at any 
other place and, if so, when and how; 

e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

The respondents shall follow fnr the said purpose 
the directions of this Court given in W.P. No. 1805 
nf 1997 namely, to take the people of India In 
confidence. 

Respondents shall at appropriate level examine/ 
scrutinise all publications pertaining to the 
matter as above and proscribe, if necessary, all 

• ''' A .■ 
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such publications which appear to touch the 
question of death or otherwise of Netajl if the 
same has the effect of disturbing the public order 
and causing incitement to violence. 


Respondents, if so advised, shall inform all 
publication Houses to take its prior perml&Blon 
before any publication on the subject above is made 
and before granting such permission scrutinise in 
the manner as indicated above." 

4 . Resolution of West Bengal Legislative Assembly; 

4.1 The West Bengal Legislative Assembly also, on 

29,12.1998, adopted a motion demanding; 

"that the Government of India should make necessary 
arrangements for availability of records and 
documents in and outside India so that the scholars 
and people could have access to them and also to 
institute a fresh enquiry commission in order to 
remove the mystery regarding the whereabouts of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose". 

4.2 The full text is at Append ix-I I . 

4.3 The State Government has recommended setting up uf 

an enquiry into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose. Its letter Is at Append lx- 1 1 1 . 

5. Exploring avenues to meet the development s-meet ing of 

eminent opinion makers: 


Government of India took note of the judgement of 
Calcutta High Court and the motion passed by the West 
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Bengal Legislative Assembly. A meeting of eminent persons 
was convened by the Union Home Minister on 25.3.1999 to 
discuss the manner in which action be taken to give effect 
to the directions of the Calcutta High COurt and the motion 
of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly. The invitees were 
close associates of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose as well as 
some other persons whose views would be crucial Injtaklng a 
decision in the matter. Those who attended are Col. G.S. 
Dhilion, Dr. Slsir Kumar Bose, Justice (Retd) R.S. Narula, 

Dr. D.B, Kalmankar, Shri Soli Sorabji, Attorney General of 

India and representatives of the Prime Minister's Office, 
Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Defence, 
Department of Education, Ministry of Law, and officials of 
the Ministry of Home Affairs. Col. Laxmi Sehgal who was 
invi t edj could not attend, but she sent her views which were 
circulated to all those who attended the meeting. 

5.2 Discussions in the meeting were based on the 

personal knowledge and experiece of those present, the 

findings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee and the Khosla 
Commission. It was ultimately felt that in order to take thB 
matter to its logical end and that also once for all, It 
would be advisable to setup another Commission of Inquiry as 
a very special case for the purpose of arriving at a 
definite conclusion regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

6, Proposed action plan: 

6.1 It Is, therefore, proposed to appoint a Commission 

of Inquiry under Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry 
Act, 1952 to enquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The terms of reference of the 
Commission are contained in the draft' noti f icat ion which Is 
at Appendix-IV. 
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6.2 It is also proposed that the Chief Justice of India 

may be approached to suggest the name of a suitable pe rson 
from amongst retired Judges of High Courts or the Supreme 
Court of India to conduct the enquiry. 

6-3 It is further proposed to have a number of posts 

created viz one po-tt of Chairman; one post of Secretary; one 
post of Officer on Special Duty and 21 other posts 
rep res ent ing the suppo rting staff in the scales of pay 
indicated against each post in the statement at Appendix-V 
with a view to enable the Commission to commence functioning 
without undue delay. The number of posts projected at 
Appendix-V, depending upon the functional requirement once 
the Commission gets going, may go up further. This 
additional requirement of further posts also needs to be 
kept in view. 

7. Approval sought: 

7.1 Approval of the Cabinet is therefore solicited to 

the fo 1 lowing 

(i) Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry as 
proposed In para 6.1 and 6.2 above and; 

(ii) Creation of initial requirement of supporting 
staff for the Commission as contained in para 
6.3 above. 

8. A statement of implementation schedule 1 b at 
Appendix-I. 
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9. The views of the Ministry of Law, Justice and 
Company Affairs were sought in the matter and are yet to bo 
received. Their views may be ascertained in the meeting, 

10. Views of Ministry of Finance have been obtained 
(Appendix-VI) . The overall financial implication for the 
creation of posts as proposed at Appendix-V works out to 
approximately Rs, 38,80.000 p.a. Specific proposals for 
creation of posts would be moved on file separately to , 
Ministry of Finance (Department of Expenditure) once the 
proposal is approved. 


11. This note has been seen and approved by the Home 

Minister. 


Date : 2lst.April, 1999 


(NIKHIL KtlflSR) 
Special Sec ret a ry{ ISP) 
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STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 

' ■n 




! 


f 


Subject : 


Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry to enquire 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


into the alleged disappearance 



List of the decisions required Projected benefits/results 


Time schedule f or / banner 

implementation/reporting 
Cabinet Secretariat. 


Directions of the Cabinet are 
solicited for appointing a Commi- 
? si on of Inquiry under the Commi- 
ssions of Inquiry Act , 1952 ( 60 
of 1952) to inquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and creation 
of posts with regard thereto. 


The inquiry will give an end to the 
controversy of alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


Steps for appointment of l 
Commission will be ta! 
immediately on Cabinet approval 


Special 




{NIKHJJr'Kuk 
Secretary ( I 
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CONTENTS OF THE MOTION AS ADOPTED BY 
THE WEST BENGAL XEGI5LAT! YE .ASSEf1€tA 


OH 24, 12.98* 


This House notes^with giave concer n- 

thatfre people and scholars of India are still In the dark 
about the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose during the Second World War: 

that different statements were made on the floors of 
Parliament at different times regarding whereabouts of 
Netaji Subhaa Chandra Bose: 

that the judicial pronouncements of the Supreme Court i 
and High Court in India created more suspicions in the 
minds of people of India regarding Netaji "a alleged death 
in the plane crash; and 

that the records and documents in different countries 
of Europe, America, Far East and South East Asia and alao 
India regarding the mysterious disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose after alleged plane crash have not been 4 
made available to the people and scholars of India. 

This House is of the opinion** 

that the report of the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose on an alleged plane crash has notbeen proved beyond 
doubt; and 

that the report of the two Commissions of Enquiry set 
up by the Government of India are not believed by the 
people and scholars of India. 

This House, therefore, through the State Government 
demands that the Government of India should make necessary 
arrangements for availability of records and documents in 
and outside India so that the scholars and people could 
have access to them and also to institute a fresh enquiry 
commission in order to remove, the mystery regarding the 
whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose# 
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Government of West Bengal 
Department of Parliamentary Affairs 
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^Jio. 634‘1*A. 


from 


To 


Sir, 


Daled^th April. 19?9, 


R.P.S. Kahlon. LAS 
Joint Secretaiy. 

Pariiimientary /Vffairs Department. 
Ciove-mmeitt of Went Bengal. 

Sfin A. K. Paitundi, LAS 
Director. Internal Security, 
Miniatty of Hume Affairs, 
Govvjiuaent of India. 

Fat No. 011-3015750. 


Please tec all your telephonic conversation with Principal Secretary, Home and Home 
SccrMary, Government of West Bengal on 5th April, 1999 regarding the netting up of t- 
Commission of Enquiry into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subtuts Chandra Boie. A 
rest/ ut ion regard i ne this subject was adopted in the West Bengal Legislative Assembly on 
Dec limb .‘t 24 19911 


The St a) e Go venn;; ?ot recommands setting up ” of an ' inquire. uito the^ myst irip p i 
disappear ance of N'riati Subhas Chandra Bose. 



Youre fait ifiil (j , 




'V* Ka-vKH**/ 
(R.P.S. Kultloc) 
Joint Sec returv. , 


yv up*- 
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{TO Ei£ PUBLISHED III PART II, SECTION. 3,-*SUB SECTION{il) OF THE 
GAZETTE OF INDIA, EXTRAORDINARY DATED } -■ - ' 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


New Delhi, the 


S.O. 


Whereas the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee and 

Khoala Commission of Inquiry appointed by the Government of 
India in April, 1956 and July., 1970 respectively to inquire 
Into and to report to the Government of India on the 
circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas 
Chsndra Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August, 1945, hla 
reported death as a result of an air craft accident, and 
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to the 
conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose'met his death In an* 
air crash. 

And, whereas there is a wide spread feeling among the 
public that the problem of finding the truth about Netaji's 
death still remains. 

And, whereas there has been a consistent demand for a 
further inquiry into the matter. 

And, whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed 

Government of India to launch a vigorous Inquiry , if 

necessary by setting up of a Commission of Inquiry for the 

purpose of giving an end to the controversy. 

* 

And, whereas a resolution has been passed In West 

Bengal Assembly wherein a demand has been made for a further 
Inquiry into the matter. 

S 

And whereas the Central Government la of opinion that 
it ifl necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for the 

purpose of making inquiry into a definite matter of a public 

importance* namely the disappearance of Netaji Subash Chandra 

Bose in 1945. 


- ■ . ■ 


Now, therefore# in exercise of powers conferred by 

. , 1 ‘ * 1* , ■wiv^-.V t »■ 

Section 3 of the Commission of Inquiry Act# 1952(60 of* 1952) r 


£ 7 1 ¥i . 
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thm Cant taI Covarnmant hereby appoints a Commission of Inquiry 
consisting of 




<■ * The Commission shall inquire Into all the facts and 

fircuinstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
,;hartdca Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments' connected 
therewith Including:- • 

{a) whether Netaji Subash Chandra Bose la dead or 

alive; 

(b) if he is dead# whether he died In the planecrash# 
as alleged; 

(c) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes 

of Netaji : * . 

(d) whether he has died in any other manner at any 

other place and* if so* when and how; 

(e) if he is alive r in respect of his whereabouts t. 

"'TAc, -tAe. Ju le 

' Cr^L«. <r*H" C**v**-f£«v 

'd , The Commission shall submit its report to the Central 

Government as soon as possible but not later than 6 months 

from the date of publication of this Notification. 

4* The headquarters of the Commission shall be at New 

Delhi r and/or any other place determined by the Commission. 

5. The Central Government is of the opinion that# having 

regard to the nature bf .the inquiry to be made and other 

circumstances of the case# all the prov is ions of aub- 

aectlon(2J» sub-sect ion ( 3 ) , sub-sect ion 1 4 ) and sub-eectiont 5) 

of Section 5 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act » 1952 (6Q of 

1952) should be made applicable to the said Commission and the 

Central Government# in exercise of the powers conferred by 
C > - 

sub-sect ion{ 1 ) of the said section 5i hereby directs all the 

provisions of the said sub-section (2) to (5) of that section 

shall apply to the Commission. 

(File No ."V \/ 1 1034/18/9 8-13(0.111) 
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JL- .51. > Designation £ Scale of Pay Date No. of Poat 

No, 1 


1. Chairman (Rs. 30.000 fixed) 

2. ; Secretary(Rs. 14, 300-18, 300) 

3. i Officer on Special Duty 
‘ (Ra. 12, 750-16, 500) 

4. Court Haster 

, (Rs. 10, 000-15, 200) 

5. .Section Officer 

(Rs. 6, 500-10,500) 

I 

6. ' Assistant 

.jt {Rs. 5, 500-9000) 


7. ' . Accountant 


* 

(Rs. 5, 500-9000) 

8. 

Cashier , 

(Rs. 5, 500-9000) 

9. • 

Typist 

(Rs. 3, 050-4, 590) 

10. 

Principal Pvt. Secy 
(Rs. 10, 000-15, 200) 

11. 

Private Secretary 
(Rs. 6, 500-10, 500) 

12. 

Steno Gr'C 
(Rs. 5, 500-9, 000) 

13. 

Peon 

(Rs. 2550-3200) 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 


f ^-i v. 
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14 . 


15 . 


Ja ^ada r 
(^61o-3540J 

Safalval a 

* . 2550-3200 J 
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Process 


Server 


1 * 
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* *. * * 


CABINET MOTE ON APPOINTMENT OF A COMMISSION OF 

INQUIRY TO ENQUIRE INTO THE ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCE 

OF NETAJI SOBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

Analysis of the Comments received from Ministry of Finance# 

Department of Expenditure 


S. Mo- 


Comment s 


MBA's clarification 


1. Two enquiries, fi::3t in 1956 and 
second in 1970 ha^e already been 
conducted holding that Netaji 
had died. It is doubtful if 
after a lapse of so many years 
a fresh enquiry would yield 
different results, . The setting 
up of another Commission seems 
avoidable. 


The present Commission under 
the Commission of Inquiry Act 
is being proposed in compliance 
of the judgement of the 
Calcutta High Court on Writ 
Petition No, 281 and a Motion 
adopted in the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly on 
29,12. 98# which has been duly 
recommended by the West Bengal 
Government . 


2, No tenure for the Commission of 
Inquiry has been prescribed. 
This is required so as to 
assess the financial implica- 
tions . 


The draft notification (Appen- 
dix-IV) prescribes a term of 6 
months for the Commission. 


Budgetary support required has 
not been indicated and is 
required to be brought out. 


Approximately, an amount of 
Rs, 38,80,000 per annum will be 
required on account of salary 
for the Chairman and other 
officers/staff mentioned in the 
statement at Appendix-V. 
However, this is the initial 
requirement for enabling the 
Commission to commence 
functioning, and may go up 
further depending on the actual 
requirement* 


In keeping with the Department 
of Expenditure's O.M, dated 
8.10,1987 relating to terms and 
conditions of retired judges 
appointed as Chairman/Members 
of Commissions of Inquiry, the 
pay scale for the Chairman 
would be Rs, 30,000/- only if 
he is a retired judge of the 
Supreme Court or Chief Justice 
of a High Court, . ' * 


The proposal contained in para 
6,2 viz, to appoint a person 
from amongst retired Judges of 
High Courts or the Supreme 
Court of India to conduct the 
enquiry is tentative and would 
depend on the approval of the 
Cabinet* 
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* * * * 


As regards creation of other 
posts, the proposal should be 
referred on file bringing out 
full functional just. if icat ion 
for creation of each post duly 
supported by mat chi ig savings . 


A specific proposal will be 
moved on file separately for 
the creation of the posts 
bringing out full functional 
justification for creation of 
each post and will be referred 
to the Ministry of Finance/ 
Department of Expenditure/ 
after approval in principle by 
Cabinet - 
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^ r««n, ^sF^rr, 14, 1999/^wrar 24, 1921 
NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, MAY 14, 1999/VAISAKHA 24, 1921 


HfOTjHsjr 

^ fce#, 14 t it 1999 

^Tf.OT. 339(3T).- i "\fa^ $OT*T $ 16 sitifd, 1945 $ WTO ^ HHTR OTT*1 

fa TO * HftalHW i r ^ HOT TU% SFffift tooth 

OTRT f^fat ?} HKH to HOT HUH HTOTT wfii Wl<£ ^ fa*7 *hiw TPEOTT OTTF 
H&H, 1956 ?WT 1970 $ HfcH HOTHOTH HOT Hfafa HOT #UHT HOT 

fafa # to f HY & V* $HW H !=3 sflH ^ ^ ^ faHOT ^OTTHT 3 J# t; 

3 hr HHHT 5 -T 7 SOTOT OTW f fa ^Hl# ^ ^ % Hfc ^ HOTlf 

HOT HUft OT Tflpi T 3 # # HHOTH "t J 

${T OTH^ it HpV HOT tot # fa%TT HOT Tft % » 

#■ WHEHT TOT =OTOTHH % *$t OTOT. HURT $T HH faOT % fa TO 

to ^ wh to $ y^RH # fa? fafa # Hgnnr fanja hot to hr, nfa 
3 IR?OTP % TO TEflHH % fa *7 HOT tolU HHH faOT HOT J 


fi If*. S3 gW. 
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$R TlVsTF falH W SRT 24*12*1998 3»T #1 Tlfel fa*TT W 

^tet 5 tjhw ^fs a* lewfo^i^r $ tre ft unit "5 r>? 

# Tik ^ ^ t ; 


At $sfPi «EWf *r sit ttb ■£ Tife* % *n**tfr l arafej 

1945 if %]# ^nw %r % ter fr tiS 3 T ^r $ ytfnn 

arpJpr Trfeti fezir tht % ; 


ae:, arc $s3ta *nw f wr arriPr afafs*™, 1952 31952 m 60S 
tnrr 3 # ttort SiSafrr S2S ft TR«r Sfanft w intor y? to sir ajptpr 
ste?! ■$■, sirs % -HWM 4 % ifaT frfrT =SFr$? tft TOO$0 fS^f 

** I . 


2 ■ 3TF?PT 1945 if ^ni'flll ^STW SRT ^Rt % cTRST ^ Safari W?t fl«7i af(C 

£ir Tail «4 ?Uh ws^nfi M<mali # wr Ttm far* f'HHfeifea sfr f :— 

3*8 wt ^sf# to* 3m ft to fr s* t st % ftfar f j 


3 f 8 TRft to ^r st t itr wr fora ^sfrar 3 T*rft to 1^ ^ 
State aftrefor t ; ♦ 


3 t 3 *it swft % sftFT t ft aterft f , t? ftnft ft ft ajfoft f ; 

373 *tr ^rft to Wf 3FS aw % te# aw str tt if i ^nr^ 
fori, ft sir m ftr 'ft j ' • «• 

St* 8ft* tt ftfos f, ft sftfc ftr-foR^r # tfftr ^ Tiroft i 

3 3JlftiT TTT TT%% ft ft TIT ^*TT faftf WRT% ^Fpf %TI# # 

TO *t apim fi% % tft 3FtT#ra t, ^iw ^f 5 ttw trt 

ft *iRfefe4 S t 3ni*r tt 3wsaT i t 


4* an^FT,3nFfr trw ?fr f w#v, w 4m^hi t.jRRrr 

rnfm % t? iim % $m aigir ^*tt t 

5* arpiPT ^r ^vih^i ^t# fccrft ^ ^r/awrar 3 Rt M str tt fm ^1 

an^FT fSqffei t 

6 • TTTW t TR t R TIH^ ^ 3BT ^ ^T TT^ *m 

% ^Tf EOTT -J TFT^ J7 TT? 3TF?PT aMH^H, 1952 g 1952 W 60S # WT 5 

Pc*-g*L %*i j? 44 . 
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MINISTRY OF AFFAIRS i 

'' ' NOTIFICATION , i 

New Delhi, the 14th May, 1999 

S;0. 339(E),— whereas the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
and the Khosla Commission of Inquiry appointed by the 
Government of India in April, 1956 and July, 1970 respectively 
to inquire into and to report to the Government of India on 
the circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August, 1945, his 
reported death as a result of an air craft accident, and 
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to the 
conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an 
air crash; 

And . whereas there is a wide spread feeling among the 
public that the issue of finding the truth about Netaji *s 
death still remains; 

And, whereas there has been a consistent demand for a 
further inquiry into the matter; 

And, whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed the 
Government of India for a vigorous inquiry in accordance with 
Law, if necessary, by appointing a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of giving an end to this controversy; 

S ■ ; “ 

And, whereas a Motion was adopted on 24.12.1998 by the 
West Bengal Legislative Assembly wherein a demand has been 
made for a fresh inquiry into the matter to remove the mystery 
regarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

And whereas the Central Government is of the opinion 
that it is necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of making an indepth inquiry into a definite 
matter of a public importance, namely, the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945: 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by 
sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952(60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby 
appoints a Commission of Inquiry consisting of Mr. Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India. 

Aft- 3 rsP 
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2. T ;he Commission shall inquire into all the facts and 

circums tances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandr; * Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments connected 
therev jith including:- 

(a) whether Netaji Sutnas Chandra Bose is -dead or 
alive ; 

(b) if he is dead, wiethsr he died in th'e plane crash, 
as alleged i 

( c ) whether the aabts in the Japanese temple are ashes 
of Netaji; 

( d } whether he haf died in any other manner at any 
other place ano if so, when and how; 

(e) if he is alive in respect of his whereabouts. 

^ _ ' - i '"' • - • ■ ij ...... . ..." 

3. The Commission sh-JLl also examine the manner in which 
the exercise of Scrut.iiv of Publications touching upon the 
question of death or othrwise of Metaji can be undertaken by 
the Central Government it the circumstances. 

4. The Commission stull submit its report to the Central b 1 
Government as soon as pasible but not later than six months | 
from the date of publication of this notification. 

5. , The headquarter of the Commission shall be at New 
Delhi, and/or any other place as determined by the Commission.- 

‘ f 

6. The Central Govi'nment is of the opinion that, having 
regard to the nature 3.f the inquiry to be made and other 
circumstances of thJ case, all the provisions of sub- 
section^), sub-sect in 3 ) , sub-section(4) and sub-section(5) 
of section 5 of the Cuimit'sions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 
1952) should be made aptlicable to the said Commission and the 
Central Government in eerci&e of the powers conferred by sub- 
section^) of the said lectio.n 5, hereby directs that all the 
provisions of the said ub-sections (2) to (5) of that section 
shall apply to the Commjsion. 


[F. No. VI/1 103 4/18/98-IS(D. Ill)) 
NKHIL KUMAR, Spl. Secy. 
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Justice mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Koikata- 700087 

K\\ . 033-2252-2765 


Phone: 


ChmrtaaH - 2252-2835 

Secretary - 2252*2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty -2262-2765 

Office - 2252-2706/63 

e-mail jmcins^)@caB .vsul ,net , in 


No, JMC1 /Admn/ 99-2QG0/32(H)/196 September 07, 2004 

From P.K. Seagupta 
Secretary 

BY REGISTERED POST WITH A/D 
To 

Shri Rnkesh 
Joint Secretary (IS) 

Ministry of Home Affairs ' " 

Government of India 
North Block 
New Delhi ItO 001 


Sir, 


& 





1 am directed to refer to Commission’s letter No. JMCI/ Admn 799-2 000/3 2(H)/443 
dated February 1 7, 2004 addressed to you soliciting further extension of the term of Justice 
M K Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for one year beyond May 14, 2004 for reasons 
explained and referred to in the said letter including those mentioned in Annexures ‘EC and ‘C’ 
attached thereto. By Notification No. S, 0.5 75(E) dated May 14, 2004 of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, published in the Gazette of India (Extraordinary) dated May 14, 
2004, tlie term of the Commission was extended for a further period beyond May 14, 2004 but 
not later than November 14, 2004. 

2 Ian directed to state that the Commission is not in a position to complete its inquiry 
within November 14, 2004 as most of the reasons stated and referred to in the 
Commission’s aforesaid letter dated February 17, 2004 as also stated in its earlier 
proposals for extension of the term of the Commission, still hold good 
3. Though some of the hurdles could ultimately be removed in the past by diligent and 
persistent endeavours of the Government of India on being untiringly pursued by the 
Commission for months after months and sometimes for years together, quite a 
number of other hurdles as explained and referred to in the Commission’s letter 


1 - 
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No JMCI-'Admn /<>9-2000/32{Uy443 dated February 17, 2004 are yet to be removed 
notwithstanding similar untiring and prolonged pursuance by the Commission, 

4 l am also directed to draw your attention to the matters of sub-paras 
(B),(b),(c),(dX(e),(g), and (i) of para 7 of the Commission’s aforesaid letter dated 
February 17, 2004 as also to the matters in para 3 of the Commission’s Status 
Report for June, 2004, and paras 4(a) and (b), 5, 7(a) and (b), 9 , 10, and 14 of its 
Status Report for August, 2004, which if read with the matters mentioned/reiterated 
in paras 5, 6, and 7 herein below, will fully explain why the inquiry of the 
Commission has essentially become a highly time-consuming exercise. Extracts of 
relevant paras of the Status Report for August, 2004 are enclosed 

5 Some of the Files/Records/Documents of the Government of India which could not 
ultimately be furnished by them to the Commission in spite of persuasion by the 
Commission are noted below 

(a) File No. 1 2(226 )/56-PM reg: “Investigation into the circumstances 
leading to the death of Subhas Chandra Bose”. 

(b) 33 papers/notes from PMO’s file No.23(156)/51-PM reg : “Disposal of 
properties of the INA in the Far East.” 

(c) “Some further contemporary official documentary records” as admitted 
by Late Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister of India on the floor of 
the Loir Sabba on August 28, 1978 to <c have also become available” 
(Reg : Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose). 

(d) The original notes and documents (or authenticated copies thereof) the 
extracts from which are available in the INA File No.273 lying with the 
National Archives of India. The said file relates to the alleged death of 
Netaji on August 18, 1945 in a plane crash at Taihoku. 

(e) The original or authenticated true copies of the documents/files/records 
producecF filed/ made exhibits before Khosla Commission and the 
affidavits filed by the Government of India before the said Commission 

(f) Volume Nos. XX and XXI of Justice Khosla Commission as also signed 
and authenticated Vol, Nos. I to XVDI, XIX and XXH of the said 
Commission. 
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(a) Almost all original records of the proceedings of Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee of Inquiry and almost all the evidence recorded by it and the 
documents produced/made exhibits before the said Committee. 

(h) file No. 2 1 {38 1 )/ 60-66-PM regarding : “Proposal to bring Shri Subhas 
Bose’s ashes from Tokyo and to put up a memorial of him in front of 
Red Fort in Delhi. 

(i) Almost all the documents referred to in the affidavit s/supplement ary 
affidavits of different deponents. 

(j) Authenticated copy of the report dated 31,12.1945 of Shri B.C. 
Chakravarty on alleged death of Netaji in alleged plane crash on August 
18, 1945 at Taihoku bearing counter-signature of Col, Stevenson atid 
sent to the CSDIC. 

6. Some of the Records/Files/Documents/Reports which could not be 
collected/' procured from the foreign countries concerned by the Government of India 
as called for/requested by the Commission are noted below 

(a) Classified relevant documents of the UK and the USA relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose could not be got declassified by the Government 
of India to make them (or authenticated copies thereof) available to the 
Commission. 

(b) No reports have been received from the Govt of India regarding 
documents sent earlier by Shri Samar Guha to the Soviet Government 
which were acknowledged by them to have been received with the 
intimation that the Soviets were making inquiries. No report regarding 
the said documents and the said inquiries have been received from the 
Government of India. 

(c) Details of verification actually made bv the Government of India and the 
outcome thereof regarding the news of imprisonment of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in Russia could not be reported to the Commission as 
called for by it. 

(d) Photographs taken of the scene of the alleged plane crash at Taihoku on 
August 18, 1945 as also photographs taken at the Hospital at Taihoku 
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after the alleged death of Netaji were called for but not received from the 
Government of India 

<c) JawahaHal Nehru's letters to the British Prime Minister during 1945 to 
1947. 

(f) The original report (or authenticated copy thereof) of the Foreign 
Ministry, Government of India, marked as exhibit 29-J before Justice 
Khosla Commission of Inquiry. 

(g) Micro-film/Micro-Fiches of all documents relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose lying in the custody of CIA/Office of the Strategic 
Services were called for from the Government of India but not received 

Some of the documents/reports/in formation etc. called for from the Government of 
India which could not be furnished to the Commission are noted below : 

(a) Report regarding originals of the Radio Messages dated 26,12,1945, 
01.01.1946 and February, 1946 (no day of the month is mentioned) of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and the source of receipt of the said 
messages as mentioned at cor.pages 21 and 22 of the PMO’s confidential 
File No.870/ll/P/16/92-Pol on the subject, “Disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose - p.p.s. Reg;” 

(b) According to Secret Report No.lG/Misc. INA made in 1946 to the 
Wave!! Government, “Nehru received a letter from Bose saying that he 
was in Russia and that he wanted to escape in India” (vide c.p.s. 16-20 
of PMO’s Secret File No.2/64/78-PM). The said letter or an 
authenticated copy thereof was not received from the Government of 
India though called for. 

(c) No report received from the Government of India regarding the action 
taken on the letter' dated August 7, 1995 of Shri Amiya Nath Bose 
addressed to the then Prime Minister wherein Shri Bose stated, inter 
alia, that he was having conclusive evidence in his possession to 
establish that Netaji was alive in Soviet Union on July 22, 1946 (vide 
cor. page 427 of PMO’s Secret File No.870/1 l/P/95-Pol.) 

In view of the tacts and circumstances stated/referred to above, J am directed to 
request you to kindly take necessary steps for extension of the term of Justice M.K. 
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In do letter No. JM C [/Record s/Nl )/99-2O0O/3 7(1 vyi 70 dated August 26, 2004 of the 
Secretary of the Commission addressed to the Director (CKV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, his attention has been drawn to the photo-copy of the note 
dated 02 12 1954 of Shri M O Mathai which was endorsed to the then Joint Secretary 
(AD), Shri Prem Krishan under P.M.’s Sectt. U.O. Mo. D/S 13170 dated 02.12,1954 as 
could be found in the photo-copy of the top secret File No 23(H)/56/57/PM of the 
P.M.’s office (Political Section) on the subject, £ TNA Treasure” wherefrom it appears that 
the Ministry of External Affairs received a small amount of Rs,20O/- and odd along with 
the ashes and other remains of “Late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose” from the Indian 
Embassy in Tokyo and the Director (CNV) has been requested to report on the following 
points : 

i. When and under what circumstances were the alleged ashes of Netaji 
received by the Ministry of External Affairs from the Indian Embassy in 
Tokyo as mentioned in the aforesaid note dated 02. 12, 1954 ? 

ii. Where were the ashes and other remains mentioned in the said note dated 
02.12.1954 preserved? 

iii. If not preserved, what did happen to those ashes and remains ? 

The reply of the Ministry of External Affairs, Government oflcdia, is awaited 
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(a) in the d o. letter No.JMC]/fjO/2Q02-03/83(Iliy93 dated 28.06,2004 addressed to 
the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, it has 
beer, requested, inter alia : “It may be intimated whether the Chief Priest of 
Rcnkoji temple has been formally requested to make available the alleged ashes to 
the experts who may be appointed by the Commission for D.N.A. test of the 
same. The Commission may also be informed whether any reply to such 
request,... hay been received.” The Commission is yet to receive any reply of the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India to the aforesaid queries of the 
Commission. 

(b) The Comniission is still continuing its efforts to ascertain the prima facie 
feasibility of D.N.A. tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kepi 
in the Renkoji temple in Japan 


With Commission’s letter No. JMCJ/Meeting-Proceedings (Follow Up)/99- 
20Q0/48(V)/166 dated August 26, 2004 addressed to the Joint Director, Intelligence 
Bureau, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India , a fresh list of 18 files 
available with the Intelligence Bureau on Micro-film purported to be relevant to the 
inquiry of the Commission has been sent to the said Joint Director who has been 
requested to get those files ready under intimation to this Commission to enable the 
Commission to examine those files without any more loss of time. Further intimation of 
the Intelligence Bureau in the matter is awaited. 


The Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, has again been 
requested to take effective steps so that the File No. 10/22/CM-68 is sent to the 
Commission without any further delay. He has also been requested that if foe contents of 
the said file are still classified as Secret, the competent authority should be moved so that 
the file may be made available to the Commission at least for the perusal of the Hon’ble 
Chairman as was done earlier in the case of more than one file in respect of which 
privilege has been claimed hy the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India (vide 
d o letter no. JMCbRecordsdMD/9^2000/37(I\0/106 dated July 12, 2004 of foe 
Secretary addressed to the Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 
The response of the Ministry is still awaited. 
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Justice Mnkherjee Commission of Inquiry 

NKt'oi InF|niry trto i he Allowed Disappearance ol 

NI'Taji Sunn as Chandra Bose. 

‘B ’ Block, (Third Floor) 

5 I/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 
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4. (a) A provisional programme for visit of the Commission to Russia was sent to the 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, in Commission’ s’ d.o. letter 
No. JMCK£0/2002-2003/83(ffi)/l 12 dated July 21, 2004 of the Secretary' 
addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India. Acknowledging foe receipt of the said programme, the Director (CNV) in 
his d o letter No 25/4/NGO-Vol.XH dated August 12, 2004 suggested ; "that the 
itinerary of JMCl’s visit to Russia including the dates of the visit should be 
finalized only after receipt of further inputs from our Mission in Moscow. We 
shall keep you updated in foe matter”. No further communication of the matter 
has been received. The Ministry of External Affairs has been reminded by foe 
Commission to take necessary action so that the Commission can visit Russia 
within September 30, 2004 or at best by the first week of October, 2004 to avoid 
the bitter winter of Russia vide Secretary’s d.o. letter No . JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/83(111)/ 186 dated August 30, 2004 addressed to foe Director (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India 

(b) In the Commission’s said d o, letter dated August 30, 2004 it has also been stated 
that finalization of the programme of the Commission’s visit to Taiwan and some 
other places also depends on the time of the proposed visit of the Commission to 
Russia. 

5. • The attention of the Director (CNV) has been drawn to Commission’s letter No. 

JMCI/Ovcrseas/Wifoesses/2002^003/70{Uyi 88 dated 05.08.2003 addressed to foe 
Joint Secretary, (CNV), wherein the latter was requested to send particulars of some 
suitable willing Indian scholars/students of Post Graduate class available in foe USA 
indicating/ suggesting the rate of remuneration, if any, acceptable to them unless they 
would agree to do the job of archival research at various American repositories of 
relevant historical documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, free of 
remuneration for academic interest or for the love and respect for Netaji. In the 
statement forwarded by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India with 
their d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XH dated August 1 8, 2004, it has been stated, inter 
alia : : ‘Our Mission in Washington has been requested to depute an Officer to look at 
foe documents”. Further development in the matter is awaited, 

** ** ** 
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Mukhcrjee Commission of Inquiry for a further period of one year beyond 
November 14, 2001 

O Necessary Government Notification extending the term of the Commission for a 
further period of one year w.e.f. November i5, 2004 may kindly be communicated 
at an early date so that the Government of India may get adequate time to remove 
the hurdles mentioned/referred to here in-before and the Commission may continue 
us inquiry without any' break or interruption and may draw up its programmes for 
hearing in different places of India and abroad which tire essentially warranted for 
proper completion of the inquiry of the Commission- 


End : as stated above 


Yours faithfully, 



(F.K. Sengopta) 
Secretary 
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w ;s; * <1^ $T$1T. *}ni41 «Fff ^ 75W*PT 3*T ^ citwi TS^ ^T '■fi'i ®k4 

MraNlL • 

*wfr t t 


3R^T, 

w°l- 

S sir-t-w- ^r?its 

£</•?? 
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ft° 252 ] 
N^/252] 


^ ftfwfr, 14, 1999/%T@r 24, 1921 

NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, MAY 14, 1999/VAISAKHA 24, 1921 


14 Ft, 1999 

’5rr,3R. 33*?( 3T ft IJRW RF? ftlH % 16 ■awtfl , 1945 % RRUTTR ft ITRTPt Tift 

lir ^ tor i* wr ♦ Hft > »nw»i T^ftftor twt Taft afft arjrft r«iw ft 
HR 3 T ft*! ^ 4*^ WT( Hits tiw*n ftr TRft ftft ft fer RRH a tw ®Kl 

¥2FIT! 3j^FT, 1956 fW 'jjrfif, 1970 ft ^fcti UTHPI FTOT -1 H 

SfpJfjy ^ 1TP * ^ Vft fttllftt 4*9 ftRT ftl fjt'y RT J'lfll ft ft/ 

3^ ft) r ?TT sri vt urwr ft k ftwft ftt ftr ^ ft aft ft u?Rii tt 
wnuft mmt rt T**mrft I 

%• . 

ftir m RPift ft 4iift ftir 3fw Tift ftr ftrferT ri*t t fi ft i 

ftir *mm t w j RPn?ra ft ftr rest ruw ftr rt rftftir to ft k th 
ftr urm ft \ rftppr ft fer? kk ft fairjrr rtt Tuf afc 
3!HTTT ftftm TlftPR ft ftw TT RT* ftRIT RT? ; 


14112 f 31/$$ 


0) 


X 7 - 
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* m tiRr S 2 S, tmr S3 J* ^nr unr MU Ar w tot )5S % *nfr 
srefo r ^r rroi ftp? r#sr % #p#t rtot wr 5 $r tv urt 1 i j urcr 
Wts steft m 7%r W«r fcfr t fc sn tmr * w 7*r srcr S 25 t 

5 5 1 rp* $ 7b% srefor tfr wnj 'ffit 1 . ! 

{ 19 . R. VI/1 1034/18/98-SHf.YS.(^-III ) 3 

\ H ' • V 

fafatl’PIR. fMll 


MINISTRY OF AFFAIRS 


' '" NOTIFICATION . j 

New Delhi, the 14th May, 1999 

-, . S O. 339(E).— Whereas the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 

and the Khosla Commission o f Inquiry appointed by the 
Government of India in April* 1956 and July* 1970 respectively 
to inquire into and to report to the Government of India on 
the circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhae 
Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the I6th August* 1945* his 
reported death as a result of an air craft accident* and 
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to the 
i conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an 
air crash; 


And i whereas there is a wide spread feeling among the 
public that the issue of finding the truth about Netaji's 
death atill remains; 

And* whereas there has been a consistent demand for a 
further inquiry into the matter; 

And* whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed the 
Government of India for a vigorous inquiry in accordance with 
Law* i£< necessary* by appointing a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of giving an end to this controversy; 

V * ■ 

And* whereas a Motion was adopted on 24.12.1998 by the 
West Bengal Legislative Assembly wherein a demand has been 
made for a freeih inquiry into the matter to remove the mystery 
regarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

And whereas the Central Government ia of the opinion 
that it is necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose or£ making an indepth inquiry into a definite 
matter of a public importance* namely* the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945; 

Now* therefore* in exercise -of the powers conferred by 
sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 3' of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act* 1952(60 of 1952)* the Central Government hereby 
appoints a Commission of Inquiry consisting of Mr. Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India. 



* 
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VI/ 11034/ 18/98- St. (Ill) 
^RfT^TORK 


/ 7 4, i: 


» V* ,‘4 



3ggTO-gI 


3j|%T 


: 091 033 2522765 

7 teST, 2004 


ell Hell >414 4)<’1 

-4I4*jW 'Jiixt ab4l * i 

ir/^M Jllfdsl ^d, ^M-700087 


: 

atm -2252-2835 
- 2252-2767 

atfeft - 2252-2766/68 


: 033-2252-2765 ^-3?P jmeinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 

3. %.^.^T.mHR/99-2000/32(n)/196 7 RtdM<, 2004 

I 4T4it^f^rf 5T5>'5ni 

3m 3, 


3f*f setm, fccril- 110001. 


tj 3 , 3 tnmr fcrm 17 miqil, 2004 3 > 3 *t ^ 3 . ^^Hten£/!w!./ 99 - 

7 2000/32(K)/443^?SIHr^^}^f3TrtM3WW3W3^^W3 3T3vFRf 

‘ 7 r 3 ftr ‘tt ii ®4 «jm ait% % +r 4 ^(H $ 14^, 2004% 

qrc 3 ^TTm^(araiwiF)ft 3 m 14^, 20043 


3H 

- A?' 
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*HKfl -H«hK 

35 T^IcRT eft f^TFP 14 V$, 2004^t3Tt^RT^. 44.34. 575(3T) ^’SRT 14 4$, 2004 
^>414 14 »WM<, 2004 414> sflT Rl<rctK (=h^l M4l SIT! 


2. ^4 UnqwK, 2004 %4> 'jCl 

3TT^T^ +l4+M ^ WT 17 2004^34444 

3 m f ^4& T^f 94df4f % dlerl!^ d 3{Rf 4>l V [ 444W 3f4tT 1 1 

3 . WtTfc 3{T%rr 51 <1 44i 3(14 4T4t-47*ft 44f d4> fa'^T 4H^ 44 MT44 -H «4< 

^’qR^^pK^u &i«s# 

9444 % 3*m> ^ wr % 4 tc£ 4^ ^ 414^4 34414 % 17 *R44t, 2004 % 44 4i, 

%^3fl$/W./99-2000/32(II)/443 ^ W 4W 3fhC W afedPdd 41-4 4ft 3RT 3(^Rt 
'STVt^'C lfti4! dHI % I 

4. n% 3fr#iT % fclFF 17 Wt, 2004 ^ 34$F4 44 ^ fa 7 ^ 34-fa fli), 080,(3), 

(W), (^0,(75) 3fk(i)%4rR#,31T4t r r^t^r, 2004^f4^ffa2%fa3^3ffaR4d^^ 
4r??r^r 3TTFRF, 2004^f4^ffa^fa4(40 3fa(44), 5,7(^)3k(^T), 9, 10, *44 14 
"ft oledRatf HI Hell 4ft 3rft4 3H44>I $4H -3ll 1 Ji t d 4><ft 44 Idfa 5^34 1^1^ did SRrlft* Hl^ fc*< T P7 

fa 5 , 6 , 3fa 7 dfeelRsfd/^d'R TR HIHetl % 41W 43T tft $4fft ^fd : "4^ -tw ift miooii fft> 
3TI%n ‘^^^447f3(f44r^¥4%Td4T3l1^4m^W44^4^^wtl 3R44, 2004 4ft 
f44fcT RhIcI ftfi 4014 fadllft 44 4041?! -HeHi ^ I 


5. WR4 ^44 4ft$^fat W5^/ffal3f/44dlfa'l 44 <Rr^«T fa far 441 1, ffa anfa 
W4Tfafaft%4147]53faT: 3TTfaft; 414^314^3 h£ 1 [fa|4^r4[44:- 

(4;) %^rI^cT4>rct^. 

1 2(226 )/56-4tm 

(4f ;■ "4^4 t$ % wi.i&X. 4ft 4T4lfa ^ fftWT 41 4T4fa TO# 4>l4fd4 4 

4444T4t. 23(156)/51-fa44. 4L 33 444Tfa/%| 

(4) "5>I£ 3RT 4444^14 4T44441 34d 3lffal<r far f4> 4144 % dcWdld 

W444t 44#4 4 Uk 4 ^4frf WJ 28 3T444, 1978 4f4T ^ 4f 414 
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t. Yli 11034/ 18/98- "St. (HI) 

<j3 HsllH4 

k 1 3^ $ to f' (*isif: krot^grorTO 

R) gerkakTOnki (3rerar<iH^jjiHifui+ yrd4i),fTO^%t^TOTOckTO(T 

Ik i auftduwiK 3 ak/qro. t. 273 # htosjef 1 1 18 

3fW, 




R) <sktfl &tl4) J l ^^R?T3nE5cT/^PR/3qeW <4>TOTO Wdi^/wstft/RcwsT 3k 
34x1 SP^T ^ TOST TOrl *K4if( 3TCT TOT TOTOk k TJcrf 3RT3T HmflH 

tfroi 

R) Tqppjpf #aw skm % 735 tf. xx ak xxi 3k bert apkT % swrafk 

3k3Ffc^^. i% xvm.xixakxxii. 

R) 34x13ptpt% 3krrr^r^pkM^ cTWTTntgrr 
pit dt& m rwi pft to ak '4RiT^/3i^f i 

R) PirferTt belief 

21(381 )/60-66%.TO, 

R) ftfTO kTOfTOf % Hfll 4t / SdlMIHl %7f^RT WFT^pt 1 

\ 

R) 18 3fW, 1945 

fecftra # qfo 6 wi%k^«w ^ %Tt. 31 . 12.1945 pt 

ftk sriwnfro qfcT #.TOir.3k;i. ?fk^i 


6. aktn urt tot 3ritoik?r f3 ftqk/qqk/^nkr ftk k to tort wj 
f^kft % ^^/9M 3?T ^ W ^Ef^t ^ 3W f^TOT k fro TO" t : 


SC 


(TO krrat gror to #tt % TOtfro \&. 3k g.TO.R. ^ TOffro kf^r tott^t k 
3froff33tTORqfr^^i 




^\ ' 


a. VI/ 11034 / 18 / 98 - fr. (HI) 

^TR/T^Rth'll 

UjIIFW 

(75) %T W^ffSRT ^t^RT TOR^" 1 ^^^ 4WI^ ^ '»TO 

TOR % 3 JTRT ^ g$ t # 3 % ^ ^ *fRT Mt %f fa %tfw 7 R 1 S 7 W) 

(tt) ?rt % ^mrat ^rm ^ ¥ %r *n% wri ^t tot tor srt 

SK) "^TSTf^f^irfl afrll^ 4?! I 

(*n isstto, 

^Rr?r JJrJ ^ rTIS^f TOrM ^TRcT 

(3) 1945% 1947^^'ddl?ldld^^lKTfMdyilTEn^^f^'rR^I 

(^r) ^i^ftf ^tfr^3rr%^7m ^fad 29-1 faff'd 1^$[*ram 

^Kd tK^K^t^RHicf ( 3 RT 3 T 3 <H=h! iHiRid ^Rt) I 

%Rl % ^4Rtd 7T%t ^T Hi^ft’lf'+i^/H issftl f^tifd^i RFTT %f f5>R£ % WRT 

^tifR 

7. mHTOR%Rt%^f^^l^/R%%/^^^Rnf^^r31T%T^^Tr^t^Wl 

(30 %3T# 26.12.1945, 01.01.1946 TO TO%, 1946 

CRTf W t^T 3f^fferT 3t t) ^ TJoT p3T %%?ff TO %%# 5% 3flfRT ^ 3T«m 

TO) fW fTOT 3Rfmt ^ %4R 97#T %. 870/ll/ifr./16/92- 

%H%i^RTp 3 t 21 ^ 22 tK ’%rlT%t ^qm ^ %Rl ^ cTOT %% % WET %" 

(73) 1 946 % 3TTf.R4.^. ^RT 3%R TOR ^ 3RJ3 RmI £ %. 10TO.31f^m%t. 

^ ST^TTR "te 3 t %Rl % ^ 33 3 M § 3 H f^RRf ^WT *)T fa % ^ % I 


3 J 5 

■ 5V'- 


3J5 

VI/ 11034/18/98-^. (HI) 

UKri ' WffR 
*2? HJtwy 

^htct a^Fir ^mcT t" otnhh^I +rafcra # ^pr <prfer u 2/64/78-%.^r. % 
16-20% tre?r)^w 3WT ^Fiifarrgfa 

■sfA % 414^ ^(1 L rf *T5t ^ I 

# TR I fe %MT 22 jpt 1946 ^ ^RcT 3 Tfcl ^ 

(fflt 870/ 1 1 /%85-%er % %R ^ 427 % TffrT) 

^nTcT tu^K% yim 

rT*3f w % *ter gir 3?fx^r ^ sgffa ^ ^srr I 

20O4%3rr%^^%f^^R 

'5fl^'% fcl l < l J)44l 3T'i^?^^ I T33Fsl 

14. Tjei^F, ^TcT^W%ft^%riT#Rr3n%%^%f%^26 3TW, 2004 
%3T.W. ^5r¥. %m#.3nf./f^m¥r./99-2000/37(iv)/170^f W^%tei 

* , 02.12.1954 % % 4 yfdRrlfM % TO 3W ®TF ^T W t, 1%t fafa* 02.12.1954 % 

^.%t.lt./^r. 13170 % 3TcT*fa 3*T Wf % t^FlT CSRflRR) ^ 

f®r %r 3T^rt^?r fair w sr fa "sntex % ter ^ wit 

CTR#T^3^)%3^Tpr i CfiI^U 23(11 )/56/57/WTt ^ yfdfcfR) if ^T 51 WIT I 
faattflTHkjJI ddltfttel 4:IM^%r,^F%%^Kdl4 yWW% 

%t wr 3%r 3RT atetff % ?TWT 200/-^R %f TOfal TFcl I# cWF Ffc'¥l«b 

(tf.^.#. ) t fHHRiRsI rf fa^3Tf *TC RuV + ^ ^1 

: / P : . — * •’ ( * ‘ / , r . .! - f f ‘ : - ’> f p *•_ «*- ; - . 

i. te» 02. i 2.1954 % 335 1? % dcvlisll^K Hi# % m5fa^n5Wt tel 

RwRltTO^T^? 

H. tel 2.12.1965 % 3RT t dTwlfad Wf TWT 3F3 3^M %1 ^5T W 

541? 

> ni. 

f&Jfl M41<n TOH1TO 3 tR ilcfef I 
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VI/11034/18/98- il (in) 
^Ud tK«hK 


7. 0*) t^T WR, farfa 28.06.2004 

^ 3T.W. ¥3 ¥. ^¥¥.#.3TTt/i3fr./2002-03/33< 01)793 3PT sfftff ^ WSJ- 

^pt ?¥ wt r ^r feir trt fc fo, w-t ^ 'r+14) ^ ^ 

^MiiO % *f 733t 3^RT 3Tf^PIT 3^T fa$?l'^T =f>T 

zfanm 3T3^r f^r ~m I 3rrcm ^ t;xxx. ^ ^ fprc 

pPT^ff l§F qi % | 3j 1 4(1 1 1 ^rf^ZT^t 'jf M chi <1 RT^t 3¥T WSPj^TW^t^ 

^raresrtfprrtr hw^totor f^iwR^ran^fT 

#R3R(3R?T yiklSlHltl 


m) 3 tt% f ^rr ^r w*r * vfcx *i u§i 3tfOT 
xx. x%m # ym y&x w^xxi ^r ^pfKa xx$ V fax ara wsr 
xx thtIi 


* /=** *** *** 

9. RRcT *R3irT, Id^l 3il^=IHI (H^l=b 3fl%i ^ fXXtt 26 

xmx, 200 4 ^ ^ 4, %.^.^r.^./-RtfjTT (Wf 3nT)/99-2004/48(3t/166 ^ WT 

18TOTf^^ 

t cRJT 3-Rf ¥? 3)^^ (eH4T t f=F 3||ql<| ai<l H 3ST 

xfcw v.fx ^ ^ w w i^ l^fr 3wm tfr ^rt ¥t 3n%o it zma* xifi % 

If ^Kd 4>4H 35FT%teR^f: 3Pjforfo3i 

T PIT t cTTfeTOT^r 10/22;^.^. 68 3TT%T # SffaeF? i 33% sft 3^T%qT 

w I % Tift 3?r q=nw?T ^ fcfro^ ara Ht ^ ^ ^r % ^rff^r t w 9ito% % 'wm 

3fl¥ rfltli % =FR TTFpfPT 3|^2J§f 1*RT 3TSHRFT 1^7 ^ fR 17 . 

^1 &4I XX\ fcf^IttfeK 4141 

T]?R3TeTC, *TKcT ^K4iR SKI ?ff^, TJ? Hdld4, 'HKd ^K4>K %, P&Vhfc ( 1 R0 
12 2004 ^ ar.^n.^ ^.■^T.^.3n^./ft^ii/^r,^./99-2ooo/37(rv)/io6 ^ mx 

f^fl^RlTtl Hdld4^3rR^31Rt3rafeirtt 


- * ’1 

IB 
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t. VI/11034/ 18/98- "St. (HI) 

UHd -HftKR 
■^iraippr 

dNrti 'iii'i $7*-! 

^IKiqjtf *jt3# vHl il anqfrl 

Tin W 4^+141-700087 


2-2^0 


3TOT, 2004 4(40 t^Um 5,7fflM(I) 9,107^114^55734 

*# ## ** ** 


4. (40 3MT4 2 1 ^gelT^, 2004 % 317?TT.re7r. 

^.^.4.3f^./t^(./2002-2003/83(niVll2 # fa&m C^t.reRU, f^l 
TOR, TOTOTT#7j#R3T^44fe^reT*in 3=RT +F-f*4 ^ 
■dfc ^ Wt ^ §<7 ffcffi OtJR.t.) } feM> 12 3TW, 2004 ^ 
3T.W.W 7T. 2514m.4.#.-^-XII ^ 7J5PT t^T "1% gQSff ^ 

3Tft 3ffei f^RR 5M $T % 4R t ft4T ^Rl ^T W TOT 3 3TSRR 

dR+R) % 3T4 7 nT4i^' T^tl" 5?f HHrl *f 3TFt -Mtr^ ^441 W<\ ^ tl 

(#.^T.^. ), f^SI WW, TO TOFC ^r faro 30 3JTO, 2004 
3(/?lT.re 7T. ^m^.3^./t#./2002-2003/83(m)/86 ^ WcT 
44(^4 ^r 344? 44> +l(c|l£ 4R^ 4>I W < u l 4KI4I t rTT%3TT4 > T T T 30 Rfcl**K, 2004 
714) 3TS13T 3lj^ % 3^4+ 3iq-q«( <, 2004 % WT dKlIS 7R> TpTT 44 ^TT 4R 71% 

(H) 3Tl%^t^30 3TO,2004 ^3r.W. re 1 7J? ^ 3ceT^ t4RT W I % 

STTCt 7 ! 4I&M 3^T ^ 3PT 7«iRt % +|4+H 4>f 3lfrR 744 ^4T ^ 

3MR%iR4lf44 ^ ^^W44TpT*kTOltl 

5. (7it.re.4t.) 44 sir 3H%r ^ Tifre <#.re.4t) ^r TRtfow 

> 5.8.2003 ^ 44 7 r. ^m^.3^./^R7#¥/fefc/2002-2003/70(n)/188 ^ #7 3^ 

Iren ren i fwf 34% sg&r Iren ren *n % 71343 7ire 3 t^t ^ 544R4 reT3#57 ren % 

Jp5 34440 're re^4i ^ Kell 4 3}sfa|3ft/SI4t % ®qft 34=> *41+1 4 HlR^ft+TSfre dvTct'/Tf? 1 !^' 

,- • ' ' / = • " ' ’ 
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^T. VI/11034/18/98- it. (ffl) 

^TTET^WR 

^ ^ ^ 3fflf irTRt % IcR 3tfc ^TfcTT 

| ^"i ^ 3TR^t^r *i il % ^<!rftil*T 313?WR WSRift ^ WTH ? % l 

WPT, HRct W<m 5RT f^Tl^ 18 3RRT, 2004 ^ 3T9TT. ^ ^t. 25/4/^.#.#.-^ 
XII^4PT^^f^TW^3RT^^-?PT-WT^?4^ f+41 44! t: ^iftt'kt'l fWct^ 
ftRH % ^rfl^t 4 tT i?IFt ^ fcR Sfj^RiRt ^4TcT 4R4 44 3FJTR %4T T T4T % I " T=TFt^ ^ 

3tfT ^r # w$m -*t 1 1 

9. 4MT4 44 4T4^)'^I pRFfi 15 H4H<, 2004 % 3TFt 3^T^ ^ 3Rf$ feR 3£Ft 
^it *K+k1 Sff^RT Vft¥ ^ it ^fR 4tTf^ 4fH?T 4K+K RT# ^t#t <jfonRad/ 

^RpfrT <*bicl£f tR^Incl ^ 3lfc 3n%*T l«Hf Rfaft <=44€fHi> SRit^tRf 

tv 

* « 
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FROM : JMC 1 


By Registered post with A./ P 


FAX NO. : 091 033 2 52 27G5 


NOU. 09 2004 h.Al 



JuSTKJE MlIKhEfJJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY Fh>mc: 

Fob Inquiry into the Alleged Disappearance of Chatman - 252-2635 

Ni-ta.ii SyaiiAS C handra Bose. 

TV Block, (Third Floor) 

1 I/A Mina Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 0S7 




- 252-2767 


Hscreiory 
Officer cm 

Special DM)- - 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/S5 


Fax OCO ; -033-252-2705 


e-mail : i mcinscb@«il . 3 . vsnl .n et. in 


No. JMC[/ Admn./99-2000/32(Vol-II)/26B. Kolkata, dated, 9th November* 04. 


From * shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd,), 
Officer on Special Duty 


To 





: The Directoz(s), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, 

North Block, 

New Delhi - 110001. 


Sir , 


I am directed to refer to para eight(S) of the 
Commission* s letter No, JMCl/Admn/99-200Q/32(II) /196 
dated 07.09.2004 wherein you were requested to kindly 
take necessary steps for extension of the term of Justice M.K. 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for a further period of one 
year beyond 14.11.04 and to request you to kindly move the 
Government for the extension as solicited in the Commission* s 
letter dated 07,09*04 referred to above as soon as possible, 
because the present term of the commission expires on 
14.11,04, 



Yours faithfully. 


( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 







i 


Umesh Kalra 
Directors) 
Tel.: 23092998 





DO No. VI/1 1034/1 8/98-D-Hl 


New Delhi dated 8.1 1 .2004 


Dear 


I am sending herewith 60 copies in English and Hindi of the 
Cabinet Note for further extension of term beyond 14.11.2004 of Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry set up to enquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

As the term of the Commission is expiring on 14.11.2004, It is 
requested that this item may be included in the agenda for consideration 
by the Cabinet in its next meeting. 

With regards. 


Yours sincerely 



(UMESH KALRA) 


Shri K.L.Sharma 
Deputy Secretary , 
Cabinet Secretariat, 
New Delhi. 


Dated 10.10.2004 



Copy along with a copy of Note for Cabinet to PM Office for information 


/\ UMESH KALRA 
DIRECTOR(S) 
Tel: 23092998 


D.O.No.VI/1 1034/18/98-D-IIT 


dated 11.11.2004 


Dear 




Please refer to this Ministry’s d.o of even number dated 8.11.2004 
forw arding therewith Note for Cabinet regarding approval of further 
extension of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry beyond 14.11.04. 

As the term of the Commission is expiring on 14.11.04, it is 
requested to confirm whether Cabinet has approved the 
implementation schedule. If so the undersigned may be authorised to 
issue notification extending the term of Commission for further 6 
months beyond 14.11.04 pending the minutes of the Cabinet meeting 
held on 1 1.11.04. 




Yours sincerely 


Shri K.L. Sharma 
Deputy Secretary, 
Cabinet Secretariat 
New Delhi. 








*■ 
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PI. SUVRATHAN, 
Additional Secretary, 
Tele : 2301 2697 


SECRET/MOST IMMEDIATE 

< i ^q% w^r, f^ft-i 10004 


.CABINET SECRETARIAT 


"AASHTRAPATI BHAVAN 
NEW DELHI-11000* 


D.O. No. 28/CM/2004- 


Nnvfimhpr 11 9DD4 


Dear Shri Dhirendra Singh, 

The Cabinet at its meeting held on 11th November, 2004, considered the 
note dated 09.11.2004 from the Ministry of Home Affairs regarding "Extension 
of the term of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose”, and approved the 
proposals contained in paragraph 10 thereof. 

2. The minutes of the meeting will be issued in due course. In the 
meanwhile, this letter may be treated as an authority to take further action in 
the matter. 


With regards, 


Shri Dhirendra Singh, 
Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs. 
New Delhi. 


Yoyrs sincerely, 

(5 fr'Suvrathan) 




$ 
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No. VI/I 1 034/18/98-D.IH/NCB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 



New Delhi, dated 1 1.11.04 


To 

The Manager, 

Government of India Press, 

Mayapuri, 

Ring Road, New Delhi- 

Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

appointed to inquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chander Bose - publication of Notification - regarding. 

Sir, 

Enclosed please find a copy of a notification (both in Hindi and English) 
to published in Part II, Section 3, Sub Section (ii) of the Gazette of India, 
Extraordinary dated 1^.11.2004. It is requested that this notification may be 
published on 1^.11.2004 and 50 copies thereof provided to this Ministry urgently for 
further necessary action. 

2. It is also requested that S.O. No. allotted to this notification may be intimated 
to the undersigned urgently. 




Y ours faithfully, 

(M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 


3RMSIHUI, WT-II, 3, (ii ) ^ 1^.11 .2004 c&t 


*IKtHK3iK 
\JS H3llCl<l 


■gr^TWFT 


1^#, f<4ich 1^ W37, 2004 

arfepg^RT 


^nosno (sr) %^rr^r, ^rra arfSri^nr, 1952 ( 1952 w 

60 ) OTTl 3 'SFt 'iOsilK (1) &I-U JKVtI ?llcftt'<ii chi Jj4l*l eh<ti ^TT^TRrf -h<chk'SR‘ ^ 
WH3 ST^ERT TT. ^T.3TT. 339 ( 31) dl?Ksl 14 nf, 1999 'frRfafecT 3TlR 

^cj-rf 3Tfcl^t4Hl % 4 % M? OT ld c dfc , rfeld T0T JlllJ^il, 3isrfc(> 

”4. 3HiqVl 3TRt RqV r -H<a»K chi <iqiy?l$l 14 2005 031 

■gjWl" 

(TT^T) 

(^.) 

TOO. VI/11034/18/98-3TTfq^it.III/T)5#^-II) 

; arPTHT I^tT <fi7^ '3THT TJH 3T%^RT RTcT %T TT3m ^ ^1. 
W.30. 339 (31) rTR^ 14.5.1999 fiKI ychlR»ld d 

■gRT wtfcr TRT SIT : - 


(i) -30.30.1090(31) TnfVsri4.il. 1999; 

( ii ) 30.30. 462 ( 31) OKftsT 14.5 .2000 ; 

(iii) 3TT.30. 429 (31) OlfOsT 14.5.2001; 

( iv ) 30.30. 508 (31) cnfMST 14.5.2002 ; 

( v ) 30.30. 546 (31) ORte 14.5.2003 ; 

(vi) 30.30. 1313 (31) rTRfe 14.11.2003; 3f(T 

( vii ) 30.30. 575 (31) OTlftj 14.5.2004. 


( To be Published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part II, 
Section 3, Sub-section (ii) of dated 1^.11.2004) 


Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 


New Delhi, dated 14 th November, 2004 


NOTIFICATION 


S.O (E) - In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of 


section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central 
Government hereby makes the following further amendment in the 
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs 
number S.O. 339(E), dated the 14 th May, 1999, namely :- 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following paragraph 
shall be substituted, namely:- 


“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Central 
Government as soon as possible but not later than *he 14 th May ,2005.” 



(RAKESH) 
Joint Secretary(S) 

F.No.VI/11034/18/98-IS D.III/NCB-II) 


iSO TE 1 he principal notification appointing the Commission was 
published in the Gazette of India vide S.0.339(E), dated 
14-5-1999 and subsequently amended vide:- 


(i) S.0.1090(E), dated the 14 th Nov., 1999; 

(ii) 8.0.462(E), dated the 14 th May ,2000; 

(iii) S.0.429(E), dated the 14 th May, 2001; 

(iv) S.O.508(E), dated the 14" 1 May, 2002; 

(v) S.0.546(E), dated the 14 th May ,2003; 

(vi) S.0.13I3(E), dated the 14 lh Nov;2003; and 

(vii) S.O.S75(E), dated the 14 th May ,2004; 




MhPflr ■ 

hfoAi-pT- 


f. /{b. Vt J/l a 5 ‘ 1 /li/ r /b~ l ’ pj/ 





f b 1 // J ® JTJZ-^ 

!^a oa _^^ ^ ^ fkz~ M'H sf~ s & 5 bj i 
\ { il S~f t?1f . 

~d> J^iA 





£s\. < h-v! 'W' tc i i.LA f •" (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) v (vi) (vii) i CTi ~CT j tST^s (^i fj 

l/r< 

( To be Published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part II, 
Section 3, Sub-section (ii) of dated Ul 1.2004) y^pj 


Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 



New Delhi, dated l4> th November, 2004 

^ ^ =J\ ^ (X^r ; \i 

NOTIFICATION 

S.O (E) - In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of 

section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central 
Government hereby makes the following further amendment in the 
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs 
number S.O. 339(E), dated the 14 th May, 1999, namely:- 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following paragraph 
shall be substituted, namely:- 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Centra! 

t h 

Government as soon as possible but not later than the 14 May ,2005.” 


(RAKESH) 
Joint Secretary(S) 

F.No. VI/1 1034/1 8/98-IS D.III/NCB-II) 


NOTE The principal notification appointing the Commission was 
published in the Gazette of India vide 8.0.339(E), dated 
14-5-1999 and subsequently amended vide:- 


(i) S.O. 1090(E), dated the 14 th Nov., 1999; 

(ii) 8.0.462(E), dated the 14 th May, 2000; 

(iii) S.0.429(E), dated the 14 th May, 2001; 

(iv) S.O.508(E), dated the 14 th May, 2002; 

(v) S.0.546(E), dated the 14 th May, 2003; 

(vi) S.O. 1313(E), dated the 14 th Nov;2003; and 

(vii) S.O.S75(E), dated the 14 th May ,2004; 


XfalHt RP 'if 3 'W- 33004/99 


REGD. NO. D. L.-3 3004/99 



WRci ® 

(Hie (Baxette of <3udia 


aramn^i 

EXTRAORDINARY 

rpt n— 3 — ^-^5 (ti) 

PART II — Section 3 — Sub-section pi) 

TnftwiK $ wftra 

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 


R. 443] 
No. 443] 


^ M 14, 2004/t*TTR 24, 1926 

NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2004/VAIS AKHA 24, 1926 


14 2004 

m3n.(»S( 3f ) — ViO*! tn°nK, SITRpT 3?f*?f=PPT, 
1952 Cl952’5Sf60)^«TKJ3^'3^RRl(l) fill! SW Iflfapif 
•!f%T FI? MTOT ‘Wm % TO RHim 3TftRlRR 
R. RI.RT. 339(31) tTR^r 14 R& 1999 RH FfH^lRsIrt affc 
RRlft %, 3?*?f?( : — 

a^ft^q-tr % ^RT4 % ^8TFT RR ^RI R3T 

«iiq‘N, 3?«?ft^ : — 

* 1 AJRIRPT 3TR?ft fRRt^ R*n ^f§Jl YfNT 

ftv^j 14 Sen; 200j%-a^^ i 'STR^T i" 


MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 14th May, 2004 
S.O/ ^?5tEY V- In exercise of the powers conferred 


/E t PL R.VI/1 1034/1 8/98-i 

TfgRti Trf%R (^. } 

: Sb^iORst Pi^w <6U) qicfl *jji Nhffl % 

RR.3H. 339(3?) mfet 14-5-1999 SOT M4tl(¥l(l f£ 

®ft afa Civi^iq^t Ph-lSelfiff/I 'gRT pilfer f^TI Tfqi ^TT : — 

(i) RJT.3TI. 1090(3?) RIRpS 14-11-1999; 

Ril.3n. 462(3?) mfe 14-5-2000; 

R5T.3IT. 429(31) Ritter 14-5-2001; 

R3.3CT. 508(31) Ritter 14-5-2002; 

*R.3?I. 546(31) 14-5-2003; 3& 

1313(3?) ITRNj 14-11-2003 

yjjp -crv vc. s'f s Csb \h - s ^ ^ 

1546 01/2004 


(a) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 


by Sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1552 (60 of 1352), the Central Government 
hereby makes the following further amendment in the 
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs number S.O, 339(E), dated the 14th May, 

1999, namely: — 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following 
paragraph shall be substituted, namely : — 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the 
Central Government as soon as possible but not later than 
the 14th November, 2004.” Sj p£, f Nc &jL 

[F. No. W11034/18/98-N€B-5j 
RAKESHJt. Secy. (S) 

NOTE : — The principal notification appointing the 
Commission was published in the Gazette of India vide 

S.O, 339(E), dated 14-5-1999 and subsequently amended 

— -£• 

S.O. 1090(E), dated the 14th Nov., 1999; - jft 


vide: — 
© 

■ 00 

. : ® 

' ■ (iv) 
i M 

(vi) 


S.O. 462(E), dated the 14th May, 2000; - & 

5.0. 429E), dated the 14th May, 2001 ; — t 

5.0, 508(E), dated the 14th May, 2002; - I 

5.0. 546(E), dated the 14th May, 2003; and -W 

5.0. 1313(E), dated the 14© Nov., 2003. ^ 

M #&***'' L 

* t tf M. 2^. 11 f 


Printed by the Manager, Govt, of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi- 1 10064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, DelhM 10054. 





SECRET/MOST IMMEDIATE *fwnr 



P.l. SUVRATHAN, 
Additional Secretary, 
Tele : 2301 2697 


10004 

CABINET SECRETARIAT 

RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN 
NEW DELHI-110004 



0 ") D.O. No. 28/CM/2004 


November 11, 2004 




Dear Shri Dhirendra Singh, 

The Cabinet at its meeting held on 11th November, 2004, considered the 
note dated 09.11.2004 from the Ministry of Home Affairs regarding “Extension 
of the term of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose”, and approved the 
proposals contained in paragraph 10 thereof. 

2. The minutes of the meeting will be issued in due course, In the 
meanwhile, this letter may be treated as an authority to take further action in 
the matter. 


With regards, 






' Secretary, 


^ Shri Dhirendra Singh 



*\ 


Ministry of Home Affairs. 
New Delhi, 






By Registered Post with a/d 



Fax : 0091 - 033 - 252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Phone: r 

Chairman — 252*2635 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty — 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 

* 

e-mail ; j mciriscb@caL3. vsnhnetin 


No. JMCi/ Admn./99**2000/32( Vol-II) /268. Kolkata, dated, 9th Novembei*04. 

From : Shri M, Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 

To i The Director(s), 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India, ' , 

North Block, C 

New Delhi - 110001. 


I am directed to refer to para eightO) of the 
Commission's letter No. JMCl/Admn/99-2000/32(XI) /196 
dated 07.09.2004 wherein you were requested to kindly 
take necessary steps for extension of the term of Justice M.K. 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for a further period of one 
year beyond 14.11,04 and to request you to kindly move the 
Government for the extension as solicited in the Commission* s 
letter dated 07.09.04 referred to above as soon as possible, 
because the present term of the Commission expires on 
14.11.04. 







Yours faithfully, 

WvaW 1 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on special Duty 




By Registered Post with A/D . 

SE - 5 F WF&T fl •CifiR 


OH INDIA GOVERHMEHT SERVICE 

No.JMCX/Adircn/99— 2000/32(Vol— II) /268. 

Dated 9th November * 04 . 


MuMerJe* Cofninjyuoa mf 
far Inquiry Into tfc* 
ilkpldiuppetrinci <W 
Hetqff SuMii Chu4ri tow 
HA, fctira* Qaltb Street. 3rd Pi.- 
R\ Catontto— "Winns 


To 

The Directors) , 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, 
North Block, 

New Delhi - 110001. 
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iHI\Cl oPTT 
(The (Baxette of <3txdia 



3THTSIKUT 
EXTRAORDINARY 
RPTJI — 730? 3 — ^T~75nr? (ii) 
PART a — Section 3 — Sub-section (ii) 
' Il l ftWtU t WftnRT 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 


R. 982] 
No. 982] 


^ TRUITT, 14, 2004/*TfSdB 23, 1928 

NEW DELHI, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2004/KARTIKA 23, 1926 


TJF tjJTelt r 
(^jrnmm) 

^ %#, 14 W3R, 2004 

■gST.RT. 1265 (3T). — 7R3STC, 3H%T 1952 ( 1952 ^ 60 ) 3ft ^Rt 3 ^ W^~ms ( 1 ) 5RT I^tT 

71^RT^^TF%^^Mra7r<^%^ H11IW ^^f^^TT7T. man. 339(3?) ITRhS 14^, 1999 ^ 3?fc T^fa 1 ? 

°bloi %, 3?«?f^; — 

<S*W 3Tf^^%%4%WRT7fi==#tftSR( % 773? ^TTOTR, 

“4. 14 *ri 20Q5 7T5f>3?7p*tf*TTn M 

[T5T. 7?. Vl/1 1 034/1 8/98 - 3?T^T7?-^t. HlAEnfWt-II] 

ti%r, Tigw Rf*?q 

■fenm: 3TT^^1r^^^?TI#-ii^3?fiRJ5^rW%'tr3m'^7T.4iL3n. 339(3?) llrfHa 14-5-1999 5IO H+lfwt ^ 

f^Tferfiair 'Brrrr ■rolfijft ^ *n :— 

(i) ^I.3TI. 339(31), irrftta 14-5-1999; 

(ii) ^>I.3n. 1090( 3?), 7TI&S 14-11-1999; 

(in ) ^T.3n. 462(3?), TTlfhar 14-5-2000; 

(iv) m3TT. 429(3?), HRh9 14-5-2001; 

(v) m3TT. 508(3?), Tnfftj 14- 5-2002; 

(vi) ^I.3?T. 546(3?), Ulster 1 4- 5-2003; 

(vii) ?H.3rr. 1313(3?), HT^8?14-1 1-2003; 3^ 

(viii) ?JI.3TT. 575(3?), 14-5-2004. 

3419 GI/2004 . (1) 


J 


THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY 


[PaktEE — Sec. 3(ii)J 


MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(Security Division) 


-- ^ NOTIFICATION 

' ' " ^ * p- 

l New Delhi, the 14th November, 2004 

S.0. 1265(E). — In exercise of the powers conferred by Sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry 
Act. 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby makes the following further amendment in the notification of the 
Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs number S.0. 339(E), dated the 14th May, 1 999, namely 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following paragraph shall be substituted, namely : — 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Central Government as soon as possible but not later than the 
14th May, 2005.” 


(F. No. VI/1 1034/1 8/98-JS-D. III/NCB -H] 
RAKESH, Jt Secy. 

Note: The principal notification appointing the Commission was published in the Gazette of India vide No. SO. 339(E), 
dated 14-5-1999 and subsequently amended vide : — 

® S O. 339(E), dated the 14thMay, 1999; 

Cii) S.0. 1090(E), datedthe 14lhNov., 1999; / 

(m) S.0. 462(E), datedthe 14th May, 2000; ^ 

Civ) S O. 429(E), dated the 14th May, 2001; 

(v) S O, 508(E), dated the 14lhMay, 2002; ' 

(vi) S.0. 546(E), dated the 14th May, 2003; ‘ 

(vii) S.0. 1313(E), datedthe 14th Nov., 2003; and ' 

(vih) S O. 575(E), dated the 14th May, 2004. 



Printed by the Manager, Govt, of India Preas, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-! 10064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi* 1 10054. 


No.1 1034/18/98 -NCB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi dated ,17 th November 2004 


To, 

Shri P.K.Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
B-Block, (III Floor)’ 

11 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata-700087.. 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry beyond 14.11 .2004. 


I am directed to refer to your letter No. JMCI/Admn/99- 
2000/32(ii)/196, dated 7.9.2004 on the subject noted above and to say 
that the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been 
-SdpT extended^f or six month s-beyond 14- 14:2804. vide notification dated 
1 4, 11.2004(copy enclosed) ^ 


I am also directed to *eque§^yoado complete and submit tbe- 
\zS report within the extended period a$(no further extension beyond 
14.5.2005 will be Gensidered>J J kv''A * 


Yours faithfully, 


(UMESH KALRA) 
Directors ) 




fcU-4 r 




rj 

II 




No. 1 1034/1 8/98-NCB-H 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi, dated the 19.11.2004 


To 


Shri P.K- Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

B- Block, (HI Floor), 

1 1/A, Mirxa Ghalib Street, 

K°ikata-700087. 

Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.11.2004. 


Sir, 


I am directed to refer to you letter No.JMCI/Admn/99- 
2000/^2 (ii)/l 96, dated 7.9.2004 on the subject noted above and to say that 
the iet'ni of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been extended 
up to 14.5.2005 vide notification dated 14.11.2004 (copy enclosed). 


I am also directed to request that the Commission may complete 
and submit its report within the extended period as it has been decided 
that *0 further extension beyond 14.5.2005 will be allowed. 
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2-31 


MOST IMMEDIATE 

COPY NO. 


t,\i^ 




No.28/CM/2004(i) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR) 

CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA) 

New Delhi, the 16 th November. 2004 
25 Kartika, 1926 (S) 


The undersigned is directed to circulate herewith the minutes of the meeting 
of the Cabinet held on the 11 lh November, 2004. (Case Nos. 216/28/2004 to 
232/28/2004). i 

(K.iJsharma) 

. . . n Deputy Secretary(Cabinet) 

(Ujfs- , Tele : 2301 5802 

1. ' 

, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 

■ ' ahH 

3s(y T ')/'“ Copy, with a copy of the relevant minutes, 

i /^ __^g^respect of the case(s) mentioned against each > 

3^") -? £■* “fj) © 


forwarded to ttje following, in 


0><d3) 



ecretary, Ministry of Home Affairs. 


Tit®*-© Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs. 
Foreign Secretary. 

-/n) Secretar y' Legislative Department. 

'3 s ' ^ (5) Secretary, Ministry ofi Parliamentary Affairs. 
* s Secretary, Department of Expenditure. 






Secretary, Department of Personnel and Training. 
Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

Secretary, Department of Agriculture and 
Cooperation. 

Secretary, Department of Food and Public 
Distribution. 

* Secretary, Department of Mines. 

- Secretary, Ministry of Labour. 


Case No.fs) 

} 216, 217, 218, 219, 230, 

232, 222, 224, 226, 228 & 
229 

} 216, 217, 218, 223, 224, 

226, 227, 228, 229 & 231 
} 216, 217, 224 & 232 

> 218, 224, 226, 227, 228, 

229 & 231 

} 218, 226, 227 & 231 

> 219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 

224, 225, 226, 228, 229 & * 

230 

} 220, 221, 226, 228 & 229 
>221 & 218 * 

} 222 

} 222 

} 223 
} 223 






fc PKH* 

L L Copies 
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SECRET 

- 2 - 


Secretary, Department of Public Enterprises, 

Secretary, Ministry of Defence. 

Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

Secretary,, Department of Shipping. 

Secretary, Planning Commission. 

Secretary, Department of Telecommunications. 

Secretary, Department of Pensions and Pensioner's Welfare. 
Secretary, Department of Secondary and Higher Education. 
Secretary, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 
Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs. 

f 

Secretary, Department of Revenue. 


} 223 & 225 
} 224 
} 224 
} 224 

} 224 , 228 & 22§ 
} 225 

} 225 & 227 
} 226 
} 226 ‘ 

} 227 , 231, 228 & 
229 

} 228 , 229 & 224 


Gt — 


(K.LAgharma) 
Deputy Secretary(Cabinet) 


*PKH* 

Copies 
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SECRET 


Copy No. 0^- 
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No. 28/CM/2004 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE CABINET HELD AT 1040 HOURS, ON 
THURSDAY, THE 11TH NOVEMBER, 2004, IN THE 
CONFERENCE ROOM (NO. 155), SOUTH BLOCK, 
NEW DELHI. 


Case No. 230/28/2004 


Item 15 


Extension of the term of the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to inquire 
into the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 

The Cabinet considered the note dated 09.11.2004 from the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (Grih Mantralaya) and approved the proposal contained in 
paragraph 10 thereof. 


* CL * 

jjf Copies. 


SECRET 


In accordance with the Rules of Procedure in Regard to 
Proceedings of the Cabinet (Rule 10), progress of action to implement the 
decision may be included in the Ministry's Monthly Summary for the information 
of the Members of the Council of Ministers. 

Action taken to implement the decision may be communicated to 
the Cabinet Secretariat with reference to the Implementation Schedule attached 
to the agenda note. 


No. VI/1 1034/1 8/98-ISD-III/NCB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi, dated the , 25.11.2004 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Subject:- Extension of the term of Justice Mukharjee Commission of 
Inquiry to enquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 

# 

The undersigned is directed to refer to Cabinet Secretariat O.M. 
No.28/CM/2004(i), dated 16.11.2004 on the above subject and to say that 
the Notification extending the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry for 6 months beyond 14.11.2004 has been issued on 14.11.2004. 
A copy of the Notification is enclosed for reference. 

2. Furtherjthe Secretary, JMCI has ; ) been informed that no 
further extension will be allowed and the Commission should submit its 
report within the extended period. A copy of the communication dated 
19.11.2004 of this Ministry in this regard is also enclosed . 


To 



Cabinet Secretariat 


(Shri K.L. Sharma, DS(Cabinet) 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, 

New Delhi. 



I? tr~ 


aw 

MOST IMMEDIATE 


M.M. CHOPRA 
DS (S) 

D.O.No.VI/11034/18/98-IS(D.III)/NCB-II Dated 29.4.05 

Dear Shri 


I am sending herewith 60 copies each in English and Hindi of the 
Cabinet Note for further extension of term beyond 14.5.2005 of Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry set up to enquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

As the term of the Commission is expiring on 14.5.2005, it is requested 
that this item may please be included in the agenda for consideration by the 
Cabinet in its next meeting. 

With regards, 


rw, [oft «• io ) 


To 


Youi*s sincerely / 
(M.M. CHOPRA) 



Shri K.L. Sharma, 
Deputy Secretary, 
Cabinet Secretariat, 
New Delhi. 


Copy to: PMO Office (Attention - Shri Amit Agarwal, DS) alongwith 

note for the Cabinet. ft v- & !j 
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No.VI/1 1034/1 8/98-D(III) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


Copy No. 


SECRET 


Note for the Cabinet 

Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

to inquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The matter regarding the disappearance of Netaji was considered by 
the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee which was constituted in April 1956. The 
Committee came to the conclusion that Netaji had died in a plane crash on 

! s 

1 8.8.1945. This finding was accepted by the Government but it was not accepted 
by some sections of the people. 

1.2. Following persistent demand by a number of Members of 

Parliament for a fresh inquiry, a Commission of Inquiry, headed by Justice G.D. 
Khosla, was appointed in July, 1970. Justice Khosla Commission also 
concluded that Netaji had died as a result of the plane crash. The Cabinet 
accepted this finding in August 1974, but it did not again receive universal 


acceptance. 
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1.3. The matter continued to be raised in the Lok Sabha on a number of 
occasions with demand for a fresh inquiry. In April, 1 998, one, Shri Rudra 
Jyoti Bhattacharya, filed a writ petition in Kolkata High Court, demanding 

* 

a fresh inquiry into Netaji’s disappearance. The Kolkata High Court in its 
verdict dated 30.4.1998, issued directions for a vigorous inquiry by 
appointing, if necessary, a Commission of Inquiry. 

1.4. The West Bengal Assembly also, on 24.12.1998, adopted a motion 
demanding: 

“that the Government of India should make necessary arrangements for 
availability of records and documents in and outside India so that the scholars 
and people could have access to them and also to institute a fresh inquiry 
commission in order to remove the mystery regarding the whereabouts of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 

1.5. The State Government of West Bengal also recommended setting up of 
an inquiry into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

1 .6. In a meeting of eminent persons convened by the then Union Home 
Minister on 25.3.1999, it was felt that it would be advisable to set up 
another Commission of Inquiry for the purpose of arriving at a 


definite conclusion. 
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2. Appointment of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

2.1 The Cabinet, in its meeting held on 28.04.1999, approved a proposal 
submitted by the Ministry of Home Affairs, for appointment of a Commission of 
Inquiry under Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952, to enquire into 
the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The Commission of 
Inquiry under Justice M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of 
India, was appointed vide notification dated 14.5.1999. 

3. Terms of reference of the Commission 

3.1 The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry is required to inquire into 
all the facts and circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose during 1945 and subsequent developments connected therewith, 
including the following:- 

(a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) if he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as alleged; 

( c ) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji; 

(d) whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, if so, 
when and how; 


(e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 
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3.2 The Commission is also required to examine the manner in which the 
exercise of scrutiny of publications touching upon the question of death or 
otherwise, of Netaji can be undertaken by the Central Government in the 
circumstances. 

4. Time frame for completion of the work by the Commission 

4.1 In the notification dated 14.5.1999 regarding the appointment of the 
Commission, it was stated that the Commission will submit its report as early as 
possible but not later than six months from the date of publication of the 
notification. The term of the Commission has, however, been extended regularly 
from time to time. 

4.2 Before expiry of its earlier extended term on 14.1 1.2004, the Commission 
had in September, 2004 requested for a further extension of one year beyond 
14.11.2004. The Commission was then requested to furnish the details of work 
done, work remaining to be done and projected time frame for completing the 
inquiry. The Commission pointed out several constraints in completing the 
inquiry and stated that it will take 3 months to prepare the report after completion 
of all the work remaining to be done. Since the reply of the commission was 
vague and the time frame 
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indicated by it open ended, it was considered that a time limit of 6 months may 
be set for completion of the work by the Commission. 

4.3. The matter was considered by the Cabinet in its meeting held on 
11.11.2004 and the Cabinet approved the following proposal submitted by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs: 

(i) The term of the Commission may be extended for another 6 months 
beyond 14.11.2004^,6.^10 14.5.2005. 

(ii) The Commission may be informed that no further extension will be 
allowed and it should complete and submit its report within this 
period, i.e., by 14.5.2005. 

4,4. A notification extending the term of the Commission was 
accordingly issued, and the Commission was also informed about the 
decision at para 4.3 (ii) above. 

5. Justification for further extension of the term of the Commission. 

5.1 S/Shri Debabrata Biswas, and Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, both MPs, Rajya 
Sabha have written D.O. letters to the PM indicating that the Commission’s 
investigation will not be over within the stipulated date i.e. 14, 5. 2005. They 
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have requested that further extension should be granted to the Commission. 
Some of MPs have also met the Home Minister personally and pointed out that 
in September, 2004 the Commission had requested for an extension of one year 
beyond 14.11.2004 but only six months extension WsvS given. They have 
suggested that the Commission should be given more time to submit its report 
after visiting Russia and Vietnam. 

The Commission has also separately informed that it would like to visit 
Russian Union and Vietnam before finalizing its report as certain investigations 
are to be made by the Commission in those countries. The Commission has 
stated that it will submit its report within 3 months after completion of its visit to 
these countries. 

5.3 Keeping in view the concern shown by MPs and need expressed by the 
Commission to visit Russian Union and Vietnam for finalizing its report, a 
further extension of term of the Commission would be desirable. 

6. Proposal for consideration 


6.1. It is proposed to extend the term of the Commission for another 6 months 
beyond 14.5.2005. Page 6 of 7 
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7. Approval of the Cabinet is solicited to the proposal contained in para 6 
above. 

8. A statement of Implementation Schedule is at Appendix. 

9. This note has been seen and approved by the Home Minister. 


Dated, the April, 2005 
To 


(Rakesh) 

Joint Secretary(S) 
Telephone No. 23093008 




The Cabinet Secretariat, 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
New Delhi. 
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No. VI/ 1 1034/1 8/98-D(III) 

Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

New Delhi, dated the 29 th April 05. 

Note for the Cabinet 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to 

inquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The matter regarding the disappearance of Netaji was considered by 
the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee which was constituted in April 1956. The 
Committee came to the conclusion that Netaji had died in a plane crash on 
18.8.1945. This finding was accepted by the Government but it was not accepted 
by some sections of the people. 

1.2. Following persistent demand by a number of Members of Parliament 
for a fresh inquiry, a Commission of Inquiry, headed by Justice G.D. Khosla, was 
appointed in July, 1970. Justice Khosla Commission also concluded that Netaji 
had died as a result of the plane crash. The Cabinet accepted this finding in 
August 1974, but it did not again receive universal acceptance. 
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1.3. The matter continued to be raised in the Lok Sabha on a number of 
occasions with demand for a fresh inquiry. In April, 1998, one Shri Rudra Jyoti 
Bhattacharya, filed a writ petition in Kolkata High Court, demanding a fresh 
inquiry into Netaji’ s disappearance. The Kolkata High Court in its verdict dated 
30.4.1998, issued directions for a vigorous inquiry by appointing, if necessary, a 
Commission of Inquiry. 

1.4. The West Bengal Assembly also, on 24.12.1998, adopted a motion 
^ demanding: 

“that the Government of India should make necessary arrangements for 
availability of records and documents in and outside India so that the scholars and 
people could have access to them and also to institute a fresh inquiry commission 
in order to remove the mystery regarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose.” 

1.5. The State Government of West Bengal also recommended setting up of an 
inquiry into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
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1.6. In a meeting of eminent persons convened by the then Union Home 
Minister on 25.3.1999, it was felt that it would be advisable to set up another 
Commission of Inquiry for the purpose of arriving at a definite conclusion. 


2. Appointment of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

2.1 The Cabinet, in its meeting held on 28.04.1999, approved a proposal 
submitted by the Ministry of Home Affairs, for appointment of a Commission of 
Inquiry under Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952, to enquire into 
the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The Commission of 
Inquiry under Justice M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of 
India, was appointed vide notification dated 14.5.1999. 

3. Terms of reference of the Commission 

3.1 The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry is required to inquire into all 
the facts and circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose during 1945 and subsequent developments connected therewith, including 
the following 
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(a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) if he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as alleged; 

( c ) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji; 

(d) whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, if so, when 
and how; and 

(e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 


3.2. The Commission is also required to examine the manner in which the 
exercise of scrutiny of publications touching upon the question of death or 
otherwise, of Netaji can be undertaken by the Central Government in the 
circumstances. 

4. Time frame for completion of the work by the Commission 

4.1. In the notification dated 14.5.1999 regarding the appointment of the 
Commission, it was stated that the Commission will submit its report as early as 
possible but not later than six months from the date of publication of the 
notification. The term of the Commission has, however, been extended 
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regularly from time to time. 

4.2. Before expiry of its earlier extended term on 14.1 1.2004, the Commission 
had in September, 2004 requested for a further extension of one year beyond 
14.11.2004. The Commission was then requested to furnish the details of work 
done, work remaining to be done and projected time frame for completing the 
inquiry. The Commission pointed out several constraints in completing the 
inquiry and stated that it will take three months to prepare the report after 
completion of all the work remaining to be done. Since the reply of the 
commission was vague and the time frame indicated by it open ended, it was 
considered that a time limit of six months may be set for completion of the work 
by the Commission. 

4.3. The matter was considered by the Cabinet in its meeting held on 
11.11 .2004 and the Cabinet approved the following proposal submitted by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs: 

(i) The term of the Commission may be extended for another six 
months beyond 14.1 1.2004, i.e., up to 14.5.2005. 
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(ii) The Commission may be informed that no further extension will be 
allowed and it should complete and submit its report within this 
period, i.e., by 14.5.2005. 

4.4. A notification extending the term of the Commission was accordingly 
issued, and the Commission was also informed about the decision at para 4.3(ii) 
above. 

5. Justification for further extension of the term of the Commission. 

5.1 S/Shri Debabrata Biswas, and Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, both MPs, Rajya 
Sabha have written D.O. letters to the PM indicating that the Commission’s 
investigation will not be over within the stipulated date, i.e., 14.5.2005. They 
have requested that further extension should be granted to the Commission. Some 
iVlPs have also met the Home Minister personally and pointed out that in 
September, 2004 the Commission had requested for an extension of one year 
beyond 14.11.2004 but only six months’ extension was given. They have 
suggested that the Commission should be given more time to submit its report 
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after visiting Russia and Vietnam. 

5.2. The Commission has also separately informed that it would like to visit 
Russian Union and Vietnam before finalizing its report as certain investigations 
are to be made by the Commission in those countries. The Commission has stated 
that it will submit its report within three months after completion of its visit to 
these countries. 

5.3. Keeping in view the concern shown by MPs and need expressed by the 
Commission to visit Russian Union and Vietnam for finalizing its report, a further 
extension of term of the Commission would be desirable. 

6. Proposal for consideration 

6.1. It is proposed to extend the term of the Commission for another six 
months beyond 14.5.2005. 

7. Approval of the Cabinet is solicited to the proposal contained in para 6 
above. 
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8, A statement of Implementation Schedule is at Appendix. 

9. This note has been seen and approved by the Home Minister. 


Dated, the 29 th April,2005. 
To 



(Rakesh) 
Joint Secretary(S) 
Telephone No. 23093008 


The Cabinet Secretariat, 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
New Delhi. 
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APPENDIX 


No. VI/1 1034/18/98-0(111) 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 


Subject: Extension of tenure of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry set up to inquire into the alleged 

disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


SI. 

No. 

Gist of the decision required 

Projected benefits/results 

Time frame and manner of 
implementation/reporting to 
Cabinet Secretariat 

1 . 

Extension of term of the Commission 
for another six months beyond 
14.5.2005. 

The inquiry will clarify the 
position regarding the 

disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

Notificatioi 
immediatel 
extension i 
Cabinet. 

a will be issued 
|y after the 

s approved by the 



1 

Joint Secretary ( S) 
Telephone No. 23093008 




Justice NIukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Suuiias Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, IColkata 700 087 

Fax : 

01 ) 91 - 033 - 252-2765 


L- 

Phone: 



Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary — 252-2707 

Officer on 

Special Duty — 252-2765 
Office — 252-2766/68 


e-mail : \ mcinscb@caL3.vsnI.ncUn 


NO. JMC1 / Admn,/9 9-2000/3 2 ( III) /10. Kolkata, dated, 20.04.05. 


From : Shri M.Roy , 

Secretary, J.M.C.I., 


To : Shri Rakesh, 

Joint Secretary (Security) 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India* 

North Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 



With reference to your d.o. letter no. Dy. No. L. 
82l/|s(S)/05 dated 19.4,05 sent by FAX ; I am directed 
to send herewith a photoeppy of the order dated 20.04.05 
of the Hon'ble Chairman in the matter for your kind 
y information and favour of taking necessary action. 



— * Kb bt dX 

(w « . tj ) 


Yours faithfully, 

( M. Roy ) 
Secretary 



JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 


April 20, 2005 

X 


ORDER 


On April 19, 2005 (yesterday), the Secretary of the Commission received a 
telephone call followed by a fax message (received late in the afternoon) from a 
Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India (MHA) seeking 
the following information urgently > 


(i) Whether the Justice Mukherjee Commission will be able to complete 


00 


its Inquiry and submit its complete report by 14.5.2005 without 

• ■ ' : :;£■ if ■ . 

m 

If not, what will be the proposed schedule for visiting these countries 


visiting Russia and Vietnam ? 


and for submitting Commission’s report? 


The above information has been sought for presumably in the context of the letter 
of this Commission sent as far back as on November 23, 2004 whereby the 
Commission intimated the Ministry of External Affairs (ME A) and MHA the 
*■- reasons which weighed with it to cancel its programme of visit to the Russian 
Federation. However, before replying to the above queries certain related facts need 




be stated. 


By its letter dated September 7, 2004 addressed to MHA, the Commission 
asked for extension of its term for another year with effect from November 15, 
2004 detailing therein all the compelling lacts and circumstances for such extension . 
In reply thereto MHA by its letter dated September 09, 2004 asked the Commission 


to let the Ministry know the extent of work done by the Commission till them 
Responding thereto the Commission by its letter dated September 17, 2004 pointed 
out the extent of work done by it, the remaining work to be done and the 
formidable constraints which stood in the way of the Commission to project a fixed 
time frame for completion of the inquiry. It may be mentioned here that in that letter 
one of the constraints that was pointed out was that the Commission did not get the 




final clearance in respect of its tour to the Russian Union.. These correspondence 
ended with a notification dated November 14, 2004 whereby the term, was extended 
only for six months ending on May * " ’ * " ’ ' * ' T t “ 


sin it was stated *1 am also directed to request that 

- 

Commission may complete and submit its ~ report within the extended 

■ • $7 'A:: ■ 

• ■' *■- ■ •• 

» 1 *i L l 1 • V 1 At A * i t A i J « i ill V 


from the Director of MHA wherein 
the 

period as it has been decided that no further extension beyond 14/5/2005 will be 

allowed” (emphasis supplied). 


■ • •• ■ . : : & r - . • 

From the facts and circ ums tances as appearing on record it is evident that the 

Commission was compelled to complete the inquiry and submit its report by the 

* 

dead line fixed. The Commission hastens to add that if it had the choice it would 
have liked to visit Russian Union and Vie tnam before submitting its report having 


--W V - V 




regard to the fact that statements were made and evidence was given justifying such 

visits by different deponents. Thus said, the Commission feels that the information 

", . 

sought for under (i) is rather a confusing one for, once the Commission was asked 


to complete its inquiry and submit its report by May 14, 2005 without fail, it is not 
understood how the query can be raised regarding completion of its inquiry and 
submitting the complete report by the specified date. Indeed on completion of the 
inquiry the report is by now almost ready and will be submitted without fail by the 
due date. 


So far as item (ii) is concerned, no answer can be given at this point of time 
for before preparing the schedule it has to be ascertained from all the participants 
whether they would like to attend the proposed proceedings as some of them 
attended the foreign proceedings in the past. Inevitably therefore their convenience, 

t ~ - * 

time to be taken by them for obtaining necessary travel documents and making other 
logistic arrangements have to be taken into consideration. Besides, needless to say, 

i' * 

the active cooperation and prompt response from the ME A. including Indian 

7 

Embassies of the respective countries and MHA would he another important 
consideration for preparing the schedule. However the only answer to this query 
the Commission can give at this stage is that within three months from the date of 
completion of the visit it will be able to submit its report. 





(M. K. Mukherjee) 
Chairman 
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'EPUTY SECRETARY (S) 
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D.O.No.VI/1 1034/1 8/98-D.IH 

^TTsf <?TT<f>, tec-cfl 110001 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 

New Delhi, dated 12th May, 2005 


Dear Shri , 


A Note for Cabinet regarding approval of further extension beyond 3 4- 
5-2005 of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry was forwarded to Cabinet 
Secretariat on 29-4-2005. It is understood that Cabinet has approved this 
proposal in its meeting held on 11-5-2005. Since the term of the Commission 
is going to expire on 14-5-2005 and a Notification is to be issued before the 
expiry of the term of the Commission, I shall be grateful if a letter of 
authorization is given to this Ministry to issue a Notification in time. 

With W 


V 

/ 

Shri K.L.Sharma, 
Deputy Secretary, 
Cabinet Secretariat, 
New Delhi. 



Yourssincerely, 

Td i l' r 

(M.M. Chopra) 


"Please visit our website at http://mha.nlc.ln" 
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No. VI/1 1 034/1 8/98-IS(D.III)/NCB-ll 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi dated 1 15.05 


To 


Shri M. Roy, 

Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For Inquiry into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street 

Kolkatta 700087. 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission 


of Inquiry beyond 14.5.05. 


Sir, 


In continuation of this Ministry’s letter of even No. dated 4.5.05, I 
am directed to convey that the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry has been extended for further six months beyond 14.5.05. A 
Gazette Notification in this regard is being issued. 


Yours faithfully, 




(M.M CHOPRA) 
DEPUTY SECRETARY 





P.C. RAWAL 


SECRET/MOST IMMEDIATE 


(fR-R^I rf=f ^ff=F) RpFifMtf) 


TT^rJ R? 
SECRETARY (COORD. & PG) 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 
RASHTRAPATI BHAWAN 
NEW DELHI-110004 


D.O. No. 22/CM/2005 


T)&r fyn 


May 12, 2005 







¥ 




The Cabinet at its meeting'' held on 1 1 th May, 2005, 
considered the note dated 29.04.2005 from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs regarding “Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose” and approved the proposal 
contained in paragraph 6.1 thereof. 

2. The minutes of the meeting will be issued in due course. In 
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Copy No. 

No. VI/1 1 034/1 8/98-D(III) U ? 

Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi, dated the 29 th April 05. 
Note for the Cabinet 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to 

- inquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 

=“■ 

1. Introduction 

<3?^/ 1.1 The matter regarding the disappearance of Netaji was considered by 




A the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee which was constituted in April 1956. The 
Committee came to the conclusion that Netaji had died in a plane crash on 
18.8.1945. This finding was accepted by the Government but it was not accepted 
by some sections of the people. 

1 .2. Following persistent demand by a number of Members of Parliament 
for a fresh inquiry, a Commission of Inquiry, headed by Justice G.D. Khosla, was 
appointed in July, 1970. Justice Khosla Commission also concluded that Netaji 
had died as a result of the plane crash. The Cabinet accepted this finding in 
August 1974, but it did not again receive universal acceptance. 





.J-w 

3 ^ 
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1.3. The matter continued to be raised in the Lok Sabha on a number of 
occasions with demand for a fresh inquiry. In April, 1998, one Shri Rudra Jyoti 
Bhattacharya, filed a writ petition in Kolkata High Court, demanding a fresh 
inquiry into Netaji’s disappearance. The Kolkata High Court in its verdict dated 
30.4.1998, issued directions for a vigorous inquiry by appointing, if necessary, a 
Commission of Inquiry. 

1.4. The West Bengal Assembly also, on 24.12.1998, adopted a motion 
demanding: 

“that the Government of India should make necessary arrangements for 
availability of records and documents in and outside India so that the scholars and 
people could have access to them and also to institute a fresh inquiry commission 
in order to remove the mystery regarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose.” 

1.5. The State Government of West Bengal also recommended setting up of an 

P 

inquiry into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
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1.6. In a meeting of eminent persons convened by the then Union Home 
Minister on 25.3.1999, it was felt that it would be advisable to set up another 
Commission of Inquiry for the purpose of arriving at a definite conclusion. 


2. Appointment of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

2.1 The Cabinet, in its meeting held on 28.04.1999, approved a proposal 
submitted by the Ministry of Home Affairs, for appointment of a Commission of 
Inquiry under Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952, to enquire into 
the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The Commission of 
Inquiry under Justice M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of 
India, was appointed vide notification dated 14.5.1999. 

3. Terms of reference of the Commission 

3.1 The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry is required to inquire into all 
the facts and circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose during 1945 and subsequent developments connected therewith, including 

A 

the following:- 
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x (a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) if he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as alleged; 

( c ) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji; 

(d) whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, if so, when 


and how; and 


(e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 


3.2. The Commission is also required to examine the manner in which the 
exercise of scrutiny of publications touching upon the question of death or 
otherwise, of Netaji can be undertaken by the Central Government in the 
circumstances. 

4. Time frame for completion of the work by the Commission 
4.1. In the notification dated 14.5.1999 regarding the appointment of the 
Commission, it was stated that the Commission will submit its report as early as 
possible but not later than six months from the date of publication of the 
notification. The term of the Commission has, however, been extended 
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regularly from time to time. 

4.2. Before expiry of its earlier extended term on 14.1 1,2004, the Commission 
had in September, 2004 requested for a further extension of one year beyond 
14.11.2004. The Commission was then requested to furnish the details of work 
done, work remaining to be done and projected time frame for completing the 
inquiry. The Commission pointed out several constraints in completing the 
inquiry and stated that it will take three months to prepare the report after 
completion of all the work remaining to be done. Since the reply of the 
commission was vague and the time frame indicated by it open ended, it was 
considered that a time limit of six months may be set for completion of the work 
by the Commission. 

4.3. The matter was considered by the Cabinet in its meeting held on 
11.11.2004 and the Cabinet approved the following proposal submitted by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs: 

(i) The term of the Commission may be extended for another six 
months beyond 14.11.2004, i.e., up to 14.5.2005. 
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(ii) The Commission may be informed that no further extension will be 
allowed and it should complete and submit its report within this 
period, i.e., by 14.5.2005. 

4.4, A notification extending the term of the Commission was accordingly 
issued, and the Commission was also informed about the decision at para 4.3(ii) 
above. 

5. Justification for further extension of the term of the Commission. 

5.1 S/Shri Debabrata Biswas, and Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, both MPs, Rajya 
Sabha have written D.O. letters to the PM indicating that the Commission’s 
investigation will not be over within the stipulated date, i.e., 14.5.2005. They 
have requested that further extension should be granted to the Commission. Some 
J MPs have also met the Home Minister personally and pointed out that in 
September, 2004 the Commission had requested for an extension of one year 
beyond 14.11.2004 but only six months’ extension was given. They have 

& 

suggested that the Commission should be given more time to submit its report 
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after visiting Russia and Vietnam. 

5.2. The Commission has also separately informed that it would like to visit 
Russian Union and Vietnam before finalizing its report as certain investigations 
are to be made by the Commission in those countries. The Commission has stated 
that it will submit its report within three months after completion of its visit to 
these countries. 

5.3. Keeping in view the concern shown by MPs and need expressed by the 
Commission to visit Russian Union and Vietnam for finalizing its report, a further 
extension of term of the Commission would be desirable. 

6. Proposal for consideration 

6.1. It is proposed to extend the term of the Commission for another six 
months beyond 14.5.2005. 

7. Approval of the Cabinet is solicited to the proposal contained in para 6 
above. 
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8. A statement of Implementation Schedule is at Appendix. 

9. This note has been seen and approved by the Home Minister. 


Dated, the 29 th April, 2005. 
To 



(Rakesh) 

Joint Secretary(S) 
Telephone No.23093008 


The Cabinet Secretariat, 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, 

New Delhi. 
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APPENDIX 


No. VI/1 1 034/18/98-D(ni> 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 


Subject: Extension of tenure of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry set up to inquire into the alleged 

disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


SL 

No. 

Gist of the decision required 

Projected benefits/results 

Time frame and manner of 
implementation/reporting to 
Cabinet Secretariat 

1 . 

Extension of term of the Commission 
for another six months beyond 
14.5.2005. 

The inquiry will clarify the 
position regarding the 

disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

Notification will be issued 
immediately after the 

extension is approved by the 
Cabinet. 



(RAKESH) 
Joint Secretary ( S) 
Telephone No. 23093008 


{ 
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N o. VI/1 1034/1 8/98-D.III/NCB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 


New Delhi, dated 13.5.05 


To 

The Manager, 

Government of India Press, 

Mayapuri, 

Ring Road, New Delhi. 

Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 

Inquiry appointed to inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chander Bose - publication of Notification - 
regarding. 

Sir, 

Enclosed please find a copy of a notification (both in Hindi and 
English) to be published in Part II, Section 3, Sub Section (ii) of the Gazette of 
India, Extraordinary dated 14.5.2005. It is requested that this notification 
may be published on 14.5.2005 and 50 copies thereof provided to this Ministry 
urgently for further necessary action. 

2. It is also requested that S.O. No. allotted to this notification may be 
intimated to the undersigned urgently. 


Yours faithfully, 





t 


I 
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( *P7f ^ TITO, STTIMTUT, W\ II, WS 3, (ii ) if ^ 1 4.05 .2005 y+UfHI«f ) 


TO TR35R 

^ITWT 


ai&^qgi 


few 14 2005 


TIT. 3H. (31) Ufa wfa] 3{MWT, 1952 ( 1952 60 ) SPT 3 TOTTTT 

(l)^^^ll4dd1^7%W^^,V<UWK Hd<$KI ^Rrl TPWR TJS TOTO ^ few 
14^, 1999^3rfsrgWTTTir. 3TT. 339' 


3371 


« 


"4. 3n%3fetf^^^TTWK^ 14 TTOT, 2005 

yTp^TTT I" 


— s/l^ws^%r 

! TT3 


TPjgtT'tfftrar, ^trtTtr^r 

W.¥. VI/11034/18/98-3T#^-^r.III/i<HTlldVlI) 

feqit : sMt^T^r fepRi % frrc ^ 3ife]wiT ^tt?i^tito^M^ 14.5.1999^ 
TTT.3TT. 339 (30 ^ ®ft 3^731^ 30*)' (HHlclfe ff TIT^St TOJlftF? fWT 

Tftr^ :_ 

(1) m3TT. 339 (30 few 14 1999 

(ii) TTT.3H. 1090 (30,feW 14 W*IT, 1999 

(iii) TIT.3IT. 462 (30, few 14 ¥, 2000 

(iv) TTT.3TT.429(30,feW14^,2001 

(v) TIT.3IT. 508 (31), few 14 < 2002 

(vi) TTT.3TT. 546 (30,few 14^, 2003 

(vii) T1T.3IT. 1313 (3T),few 14 ^RRT, 2003 
( viii ) TIT.3TT. 575 (3T), few 14 ¥, 2004 3^T 
(ix) TTT.3TT. 1265 (31), few 143TOT, 2004 


( To be Published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part II, 
Section 3, Sub-section (ii) of dated 14.5.2005 ) 


Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 


New Delhi, dated 14 th May, 2005 
NOTIFICATION 


S.O (E) - In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) 

of section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the 
Central Government hereby makes the following further amendment 
in the notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs number S.O. 339(E), dated the 14 th May, 1999, namely: - 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following 
paragraph shall be substituted, namely:- 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Central 
Government as soon as possible but not later than the 14 th Nov., 2005.” 



F .No. VI/1 1 034/1 8/98-IS-D.III/NCB-II) 

j 

NOTE :- The principal notification appointing the Commission was 
published in the Gazette of India vide S.0.339(E), dated 
14-5-1999 and subsequently amended vide:- 

(i) S.O. 339(E) dated the 14 th May 1999; 

(ii) S.O. 1090(E), dated the 14 th Nov., 1999; 

(iii) S.0.462(E), dated the 14 th May, 2000; 

(iv) S.0.429(E), dated the 14 th May, 2001 ; 

(v) S.O.508(E), dated the 14 th May, 2002; 

(vi) S.0.546(E), dated the 14 th May, 2003; 

(vii) S.O.13 13(E), dated the 14 th Nov;2O03; 

(viii) S.O,575(E), dated the 14 th May ,2004; and 
(ix) S.O.!265(E), dated the 14 th Nov;2004 


No.VI/1 1034/18/98-D.III/NCB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 



New Delhi, dated 16.5.05 


To 


The Manager, 

Government of India Press, 
Mayapuri, 

Ring Road, New Delhi. 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of 

Inquiiy appointed to inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chander Bose - publication of Notification - 
regarding. 

Sir, 


I am directed to refer to this Ministry’s letter of even No. dated 13.5.05 
on the subject mentioned above and to say that Shri Srinivas, Peon (LC.No.B- 
2030693 has been authorized to collect Gazette Notification dated 14.5.05. 


Yours faithfully, 



(MkS. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 
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THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY 



[Part II— Sec. 3(ii)] 


MINISTRY QF HOME AFFAIRS 
(Security Division) 

* NOTIFICATION * . 

New Delhi, the 1 4th May, 2005 

■ '-v 

S,0* 671(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by Sub-section (1 ) of Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry 
Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby makes the following further amendment in the notification of the 
Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs number S.O. 339(E), dated the 1 4 th May, 1999, namely : — 

y. 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following paragraph shall be substituted, namely:— 

“4, The Commission shall submit its report to the Central Government as soon as possible but not later than the 
14th November, 2005.” 

[F. No. VI-1 1034/1 8/98-IS-D. III/NCB-fl] 
V. K GAUR, Jt Secy. 

Note : — The principal notification appointing the Commission was published in the Gazette of India vide S.O. 339(E), dated 
14-5-1999 and subsequently amended vide : — 

(i) S.C. 339(E), dated the i4th May, i 999; 

(if) S.Q. 1090(E), dated the 14th November, 1999; 

(iii) S.O, 462(E), dated the 14th May, 2000; 

(iv) S.O. 429(E), dated the 1 4th May, 200 1 ; 

(v) S.O. 508(E), dated the 14th May, 2002; 

(vi) S.O. 546(E), dated the 14th May, 2003; 

(vii) S.O, 1313(E), dated the 14th November, 2003; 


(viii) S.O. 575(E), dated the 14th May, 2004; and 
(ix) S.O. 1265(E), dated the 14th November, 2004. 


Printed by the Manager, Govt, of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Ddhi-U0064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi- 110054, 
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Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 


New Delhi dated 16.5.05 


To 


Shri M. Roy, 

Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For Inquiry into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
l B’ Block (3 rd floor), 11 /A Mirza Ghalib Street 

Kolkatta 700087. 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission 


of Inquiry beyond 14.5.05. 


Sir, 


In continuation of this Ministry’s letter of even No. dated 12.5.05, 

I am directed to convey that the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry has been extended up to 14.1 1.2005 vide notification dated 
14.5.2005 (copy enclosed). 


Yours faithfully, 



(I 

DESK OFFICER 
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[Part II — Sec.3(h)] 


MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(Security Division) 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 1 4th May, 2005 , , '%*■ 

S.O. 671(E).— In exercise of the powers confeired by Sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry 
Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby makes the following further amendment in the notification of the 
Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs number S.O. 339(E), dated the I4th May, 1999, namely 

In the said notification, for paragraph 4, the following paragraph shall be substituted, namely % 

“4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Central Government as soon as possible but not later than the 
1 4th November, 2005 ” 

[RNaVI-1 1 034/1 8/98-IS-D, IH/NCB-H] 

V. N. GAUR, Jt. Secy, 

Note : — The principal notification appointing the Commission was published in the Gazette of India vide S.O, 339(E), dated 
14-5- 1999 and subsequently amended vide : — 

0) S.Q. dated the 14th May, 1999; 

(ii) S.O, 1 090(E), dated the 1 4th November, 1 999; 

(in) S,0. 462(E), dated the 1 4th May, 2000; 

(iv) S.O. 429(E), dated the 14* May, 2001; 

(v) S.O. 508(E), dated the 14th May, 2002; 

(vi) S.O. 546(E), dated the 1 4th May, 2003 ; 

(vii) S.O. 1 3 1 3(E), dated the 14th November, 2003; 

(viii) S.O. 575(E), datedthe 14thMay, 2004; and 

(ix) S.O. 1265(E), dated the 14th November, 2004. 



Printed by the Manager, Govt, of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi'- 11 0064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi- 1 10054. 



Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

* Security Division 
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New Delhi dated 16.5.05 



Shfi M. Roy, 

Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For Inquiry into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Kolkatta 700087. 


Subject: Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry beyond 14.5.05. 

Sir, 


in continuation of this Ministry’s letter of even No. dated 12.5.05, 

I am directed to convey that the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry has been extended up to 14.11.2005 vide notification dated 
14.5.2005 (copy enclosed). — : . " ■_ 




► 

j ' ' * -- -■ * 
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m $8$ 

Yours faithfully, 
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3f«rr 

(M.S. ZUHA) 



DESK OFFICER 
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No.22/CM/2005(i) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR) 
CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAUSACHIVALAYA) 


New Delhi, the17th May, 2005 
27 Vaisakha, 1927 (S) 




The undersigned is directed to circulate herewith the minutes of the meeting 
of the Cabinet held on the 11th May, 2005. (Case Nos. 173/22/2005 to 
178/22/2005). 

{K.L. Pharma) 

B Deputy Secretary (Cabinet) 

s ~4kkT"T<r v Tele : 2301 5802 

_ Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 



Coov 


Copy, with a copy of the relevant minutes, forwarded to the following, in 
respect of thexase(s) mentioned against each 


Ifc* ~ 



Sepretary, Department of Expenditure. 
vSfecretary, Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Foreign Secretary. 

Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests. 

Secretary, Planning Commission. 

Secretary, Ministry of Defence. 

Secretary, Department of Agriculture and Cooperation. 

Secretary, Department of Health and Family Welfare. 

Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development. 

Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj. 

Secretary, Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs. 

Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs. 

Secretary, Legislative Department. 

Secretary, Ministry of Food Processing Industries. 

Secretary, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. 
Secretary, Ministry of Labour and Employment. 

Secretary, Ministry of Small Scale Industries. 

Chairman, Railway Board. 

Secretary, Department of Atomic Energy. 

Secretary, Department of Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, 
Siddha and Homoeopathy (AYUSH). 

Secretary, Department of Bio-technology. 

Secretary, Department of Chemicals and Petro-Chemicals. 
Secretary, Department of Commerce. 

Secretary, Department of Defence Production. 

Secretary, Department of Fertilizers. 

Secretary, Department of Food and Public Distribution. 
Secretary, Department of Heavy Industry. 

Secretary, Department of Information Technology. 
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Secretary, Department of Public Enterprises. } 178 

Secretary, Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. } 178 

Secretary, Department of Secondary and Higher Education. } 178 

Secretary, Department of Space. } 178 

Secretary, Department of Telecommunications, } 178 

Secretary, Ministry of Urban Development. } 178 

Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation. } 178 

Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. } 178 

Secretary, Ministry of Mines. } 1 78 

Secretary, Ministry of Non-conventional Energy Sources. } 178 

Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. } 178 

Secretary, Ministry of Power. } 178 

Secretary, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. } 178 

Secretary, Ministry of Textiles. } 178 

Secretary, Ministry of Tourism. } 178 

Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs. } 178 

Secretary, Ministry of Urban Employment and Poverty Alleviation. } 178 
Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources. } 178 


$ — - " 

(K.L.Sfiarma) 
Deputy Secretary(Cabinet) 
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Copy No. 2 ’ 


No. 22/CM/2005 


CABINET SECRETARIAT 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE CABINET HELD AT 1900 HOURS, ON 
WEDNESDAY, 1 1 th MAY, 2005, IN THE 
CONFERENCE ROOM (NO. 155), SOUTH BLOCK, 
NEW DELHI. 


Case No. 173/22/2005 


Item 1 


Extension of the term of Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 


The Cabinet considered the note dated 29.04.2005 from the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (Grih Mantralaya) and approved the proposal contained in 
paragraph 6.1 thereof. 
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SECRET 


In accordance with the Rules of Procedure in Regard to Proceedings of 
the Cabinet (Rule 10), progress of action to implement the decision may be 
included in the Ministry's Monthly Summary for the information of the Members 
of the council of Ministers. 

Action taken to implement the decision may be communicated to the 
Cabinet Secretariat with reference to the Implementation Schedule attached to 
the agenda note . 
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No. VI/1 1034/18/98-ISD-III/NCB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi, dated the , 26.5.2005 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Subject:- Extension of the term of Justice Mukharjee Commission of 
Inquiry to enquire into the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 

The undersigned is directed to refer to Cabinet Secretariat O.M. 
No.28/CM/2005(i), dated 17,5.2005 on the above subject and to say that 
the Notification extending the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry for 6 months beyond 14.5.2005 has been issued on 14.5.2005. 
A copy of the Notification is enclosed for reference. 



DEPUTY SECRETARY(S) 


To 


Cabinet Secretariat 

(Shri K.L. Sharma, DS(Cabinet) 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, 



